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PREFACE. 


— ■«:«  c«»»»^  ^ 

'TPHE  following  work,  with  a  different  title,  and  in 
another  form,  was  given  to  the  w  orld  in  the  year 
1778.  It  is  now  printed  from  a  copy  which  was  cor- 
rected and  amended  by  the  author.  The  Editor  has 
considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  alter  some  of  the  phrases 
that  were  too  elliptical,  to  add  a  few  verses  where  the 
sense  seemed  to  require  them,  and  to  leave  out  some 
which  had  been  repeated  before.  After  all,  perhaps 
it  will  be  discovered  that  much  repetition  remains ;  for 
this  the  apology  of  the  Author  must  also  be  the  excuse 
of  the  Editor,  w  hich  is,  that  the  same  subject  being 
canvassed  in  different  parts  of  Ihe  book,  the  same,  or 
nearly  similar  arguments  must  be  used  by  both  parties. 
When  this  work  was  written,  the  religious  world 
was  in  a  great  ferment.  Arminianism,  which  had  by 
its  enemies  been  stigmatized,  and  confounded  with 
Socinianism,  &.c.  began  to  rise  from  the  dust  of  the 
earth.  It  no  longer  confined  itself  to  the  Church  of 
England,  which  was  always  favourable  to  the  doctrine 
.of  C  niversal  Redemption.  It  diffused  itself  among  a 
lively  people,  whom  Ood  had  raised  up  as  the  sons  of 
faithful  Abraham.  Its  liberal  principles  no  sooner 
began  to  spread  than  the  friends  of  Calvin  sounded 
tile  alarm;  and  the  harmless  believers  in  the  goo(/-t£7// 
of  heaven  lo  all  the  human  race,  were  attacked  with- 
out mercy  from  the  press  and  from  the  pulpit.  No , 
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quarter   was  granted  them.     This  behaviour  of  any 

of  the  professuig  disciples  of  Christ   Jesus,   cannot 

be  accounted  for,  unless  it  be  supposed^to  spring  from 

the  tenets  of  those  who  assert  that 

From  buts  and  \fs  th'  Elect  are  freed, 
Salvation's  sure  to  all  the  seed ; 
Their  souls  from  favour  nought  can  move, 
Secure  in  God's  electing  love. 

The  Author  for  himself  says,  among  other  things, 
"I  put  down  some  of  the  first  paragraphs  of  the  follow- 
ing Essay,  without  any  farther  design  than  to  write  a 
short  copy  of  verses  for  my  own  amusement ;  but  the 
subject  growing  upon  me  as  I  proceeded,  the  conse- 
quence was,  1  have  drawn  it  out  to  the  present  length. 
1  have  endeavoured  to  be  as  plain  and  familiar  as  1 
could,  always  supposing  my  speakers  to  be  plain 
country  people,  who  therefoie  rc4uiied  u  plain  coun- 
try manner  and  language  to  make  them  talk  in 
character." 

*'  If  the  reader  should  imagine  that  any  of  the  persons 
introduced,  speak  with  too  nuich  asperity,  or  make 
use  of  too  indecent  or  abusive  language,  matter  of 
fact  must  be  answerable  for  that,  and  not  the  xVuthor." 

Let  us  thank  God  that  we  live  in  days,  when  almost 
all  sincere  professors  esteem  it  their  interest  to  hold 
the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace. 


THE 

LIFE  OF  THE  AUTHOR. 

HTHOMAS  WRIGHT,  the  Author  of  "  .4 
Familiar  Religious  Conversation"  was  born  at 
^louIter-Hall,  in  Hahfax,  Yorkshire.  Both  his  pa- 
rents (lying  while  he  was  in  a  state  of  infancy,  a  kuul 
Aunt,  who  resided  at  Birkenshaw,  took  him  to  her 
house,  and  brought  him  up  with  as  much  tenderness 
as  if  he  had  been  her  own  offspring.  The  orphan 
experienced  the  good  effectsof  her  constant  exertions 
for  his  welfare.  Not  content  with  the  instruction 
M  hich  is  usually  given  in  a  Village  School,  she  sent  him, 
when  properly  qualified,  to  the  Free-School,  at  Brad- 
ford. At  that  respectable  seminary  he  received  the 
rudiments  of  a  classical  education ;  so  that  he  was 
able,  as  his  couplet  expresses  it. 

To  quote  some  Latin  in  his  choler, 
That  folks  uiiglit  know  he  was  a  soholar. 

He  was  accounted  very  clever  while  at  school ;  and 
when  he  went  home,  it  was  with  the  reputation  of  being 
a  youth  of  facetious  disposition,  and  of  the  most  ready 
wit  and  invention. 

When  he  arrived  at  manhood,  he  enjoyed  rural 
retirement,  and  learned  ease,  living  on  the  income  of 
a  small  estate,  which  he  inherited  from  his  ancestors. 
It  was  fully  equal  to  his  circinns<;ribed  wants,  and 
afforded  some  overplus  for  indulging  him^lf  in  literary  * 
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pleasures.  Tims  passed  his  days  along,  till  at  the  age 
of  thirty  years,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
l.ydia  Birkhead,  of  Brookhouse,  near  Cleckheaton. 
"^I'herc  was  a  great  disparity  in  their  ages,  she  being 
only  sixteen  ;  but  so  enamoured  was  she  of  her  plea- 
sant suitor  as  to  disregard  all  minor  considerations. 
She  therefore  elo})ed  with  him,  and  they  were  married 
in  Scotland.  They  lived  comfortably  together  many 
years,  till  she  had  brought  him  three  boys  and  two 
girls;  she  then  died.  After  manifesting  much  real 
sorrow  at  her  decease,  at  length  he  attempted  to 
alleviate  his  affliction  by  taking  to  himself  another  wife. 
However,  before  he  proceeded  far  in  this  second  im- 
dertaking,  he  discovered  that  the  small  quantity  of 
hair  on  his  head  betraved  too  much  of  the  ravages  of 
tmie,  and  gave  hmi  the  appearance  of  an  old  man. 
That  he  niiglit  hide  tins  defect,  and  have  some  resem- 
blance to  a  youthful  lover,  he  gavQ  orders  for  a  hand- 
some new  wig  to  be  made  for  him,  by  a  barber  in 
Bradford,  whose  name  was  Joshua  Craven.  Some 
time  having  elapsed  after  giving  his  order,  before  he 
received  his  wig  ;  and  feeling  w'ithin  himself  all  the 
impatience  of  a  young  admirer,  he  sent  a  copy  of 
verses,  written  extempore,  to  this  tardy  peruke-maker. 
The  first  and  last  verses  run  thus  : — 

.loshua  Craven, 

I  wish  thy  head  shaven, 
And  over  thy  slioiilders  a  twig  ; 

I  go  bare  and  bald, 

And  am  apt  to  set  eold, 
And  all  for  the  want  of  a  wig. 

I  vow  and  protest, 

If  you  dont  do  your  best. 
And  send  it  by  Saturday  night, 

I'll  surely  resent  it, 

And  make  you  repent  it, 
As  sure  as  my  name's  Thomas  ^ruiGiiT. 

This   poetical   epistle,  full     of  genuine   humour, 
was  inserted  in  all  the  provincial  newspapers  soon 
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after  his  death.  He  met  with  a  person  that  was  going 
to  Bradford  market,  and  dt  sired  hnn  to  wait  a  little 
time  till  he  addressed  a  few  hues  to  his  barber.  The 
man  waited,  as  he  was  rcquestetl  lo  do.  Mr.  Wright 
in  a  few  mmutes  wrote  the  whole.  The  messenger 
knew  nothing  of  his  being  intrusted  with  any  higher 
commission  than  the  conveyance  of  a  mere  prosaic' 
epistle,  till  he  arrived  at  Bradford,  when  the  exces- 
sive pleasantry  of  the  barber,  on  the  perusal  of  this 
witty  composition,  made  him  belter  acquainted  with 
tlie  nature  of  the  communication. 

It  appears  that  the  formation  of  his  wig  was  not 
long  delayed,  fpr  soon  after  this  he  obtained  he  object 
of  his  affections.  Her  name  was  Miss  Pindar,  of 
Blacup,  near  Cleckheaton.  She  was  very  young. 
When  comparing  ages,  there  appears  a  greater  intqua- 
^lity  between  them,  than  existed  m  his  first  matrimonial 
engagement.  She  was  made  the  happy  mother  of 
three  boys  and  three  girls. 

About  this  time,  having  an  increasing  family,  and 
no  profession  or  employment  to  which  he  might  look 
up  for  maintenance,  his  friends  procured  him  the  ap- 
pointment of  Inspector  of  woollen  cloths  for  that  part 
of  the  West-Riding.  The  salary  derived  from  this, 
with  the  income  from  his  small  estate,  made  his  cir- 
cumstances more  easy ;  yet  they  \\  ent  little  beyond 
providing  the  common  necessaries  of  life  for  himself 
and  family. 

At  this  period  too  he  composed  the  following  Poem. 
Possessing.an  excellent  memory,  he  often  entertained 
his  friends  by  repeating  to  them  a  great  part  ot  this 
poem.  They  generally  expressed  themselves  highly 
dehghted  with  it.  'I'he  high  seasoning  of  Ihulibvas- 
tic  cornposUion  which  the  author  had  imparted  to  it 
excited  their  risible  muscles  to  a  high  degree  ;  and 
they  frequently  dclared  it  to  be  a  perfonnancc  Mhicli 
contained  much  matter  in  a  small  compass. 
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After  mature  consideration  he  resolved  on  publish- 
ing it.  The  demand  tor  it  uas  much  beyond  his 
expectations.  In  a  very  short  time  there  was  not  a 
copy  of  it  to  be  procured.  It  operated  like  an  electric 
shock  on  liie  Calvuustic  poetasters  and  pamphleteers 
of  that  day.  Not  one  of  them  found  it  convenient  to 
give  a  reply  to  Mhat  they  termed  "  a  Nvorlhless  pro- 
duction." It  sealed  up  their  mouths  in  silence,  and 
by  the  neighbouring  rustics  it  was  thought  to  be  un- 
answerable. 

He  was  not  a  man  destitute  of  religion.  He  was 
favoured  in  his  youth.  Mitii  the  drawings  of  the  Spirit 
of  God.  When  lie  arrived  at  riper  age  he  felt  the  same 
stri'  ui^-  5  w  ilhin  him.  He  long  saw  it  to  be  his  duty  and 
priviltge  to  join  himself  to  some  piofessing  body  of 
Christians  ;  but  tlie  liesitation  expressed  by  Riciiard 
at  the  commencement  of  this  work,  w  as  written  from 
his  own  painful  experience.  At  length,  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  he  joined  himself  to  the  Methodists, 
who  were  then  almost  universally  spok-en  against. — ■ 
He  continued  a  respectable  member  of  their  society 
many  years ;  yet  not  without  having  grievously  to 
iameut  his  frequent  wanderings  from  God.  His 
popularity  and  his  great  vivacity  were  soiuxes  of  great 
teiiip ration  and  danger  to  him.  To  his  painful  feel- 
ings before  the  Lord,  from  these  causes,  he  seems  to 
reler  in  tlie  beginning  of  tiie  79th  page  of  this  work. 

On  the  FifUi  day  of  February,  1801,  by  a  Ti/)i/nis 
feter,  he  was  suddenly  suuimoned  from  this  vaie  of 
tears  at  an  advanced  age  ;  but  not  without  having  a 
comfortable  assurance  of  his  interest  in  the  Redeemer, 
and  a  confident  hope  of  a  glorious  resurrection,  w  itb 
all  the  chosen  of  the  Lord,  to  life  eternal. 


A 

Familiar  Religious 

CONVERSATION, 

DIALOGUE  I. 

KICHARD  AND  ISIA^rTHEW. 


Introduction. — Ruhniil.  an  I'njnirer  aff<r  iriil'i,  feils grnt'. 
jHTjileritji  on  r'uuim::  ih'  difersity  <./;v.'?;5:(,\ti  .•Ji-i.^s'. — lie 
sillies  hifi  (Uiuhts  ^;  MtiltUfW,  who  is  a  ilisujjle  ofCulrhi, 
Bliittheic  frires  at  full  h'ii;^th,  hi.i  icilcLs  of  bvllef. — 
fiichard'*  '.''/j-iitivun  tQ  so.'iif  of  Matthric ,;  ^-rrposiiit/ns,— 
'I'lteir  riditiflnff  on  the  s'lLjtct  of  r:^irobaii)n. 

\J?NE  duv,  as  Riclraifj  Malk'tl  abroutl 
AlDiig  tlui  {iolcis,  in  thau-^iui'ul  mood, 
lit  volvi'.ig  ill  unceil^iiu  tho-igiii-,  . 
'1  lie  (litVtunt  sclieuics  by  pi.-iu  Ijeis  la^^ht ; 
'i  he  diiiticut  inelJiods  of  suivtil.on 
J^liss  t'  attain  and  Siinii  d;iiiiriation  ; 
And  very  wi.slit'ul  in  his  mind 
Th.-  'salcst  way  to  heJivou  to  find  ; 
iSat  nuii-h  prrplex'ii  auU  puzzled  quice, 
At  whicli  was  VvioHj;  cr  which  \\\\.i  ri;^ht ; 
While  lliisaiUnns,  i!;iJ  thul  tk  ni.  ;•;, 
What  tlus  cails  Uw'.h,  tlial  ^a\^\^  lies. 
B 
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Yet  both  tlieir  proofs  hv'mg;  from  the  bible, 
'J'o  shew  their  selicuie  is  justifia])Ie, 
Kach  wondring  iiow  the  sciij)tures  can 
Be  twisted  so  by  any  nnm. 

As  Richard  slowly  wuik'd  the  plain, 
And  various  thoughts  disturb'd  his  br:iin, 
j[e  Matthew  meets,  a  neiglibring  man  ; 
And  thus  their  conference  began. 

Matt.     ITow  fares  my  friend :  V*  hat  thoughts 
employ 
Your  mind,  or  tliought^  of  grief  or  jov  ' 
Vou  seem  indeed  in  thouglit  profound, 
And  studious  meditation  drown'd. 

Rich.     I  think  it  very  stran<xe,  my  friend. 
To  hear  religious  folks  contend 
V\  ith  such  a  tierce  and  bitter  zeal. 
About  what  doctiine's  good  or  ill ; 
'J'o  argue,  w  lite,  and  proacl>  so  long, 
Con(T/"iung  which  is  right  or  wrong. 
\Vhile  each,  and  ev'ry  one  pretend 
To  be  to  sacred  trutli  a, friend, 
/i'hev  make  that  book*  their  only  rul  >, 
^Miich  Christians  own  infallible, 

For  guiding  through  life's  dubious  maze  * 

Vet  they  explain  it  fifty  \vays  ! 

Churchmen,   Presbyterians,  Quaker-, 

New-Lights,  Independents,  Shaker-. 

-inabapiists,  Antiriomians, 

^Methodists,  and  Sandimonians  ; 

Supralapsarians,  and  M oravians, 

Sublapsarians,  and  Baxteiians; 

*  T!ie  nil;le 
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lianters,  Mystics,  Puritan^, 
Inghamites  and  J^utlieians ; 
Many  besides  of  old  renown, 
TSot  easy  to  be  noted  down, 
Calvinists,  Arians,  and  Sociiiians, 
l\"lagians,   Papists,  and  Aiminians  ; 
Churches  Greek,  and  Latin  too,  i 

With  many  more,  both  old.  and  new,        ' 
''lli^ii  you  would  tliink,  or  1  can  shew.    3 

Now ,  my  dear  friend,  were  you  to  sound 
Tliese  dift'rent  sects  in  order  round, 
7'hey'd  ev'ry  one  in  turn,  you'd  tind, 
Be  riglit ;  and  ev'ry  other  blind  ! 
And  from  the  liible  clearly  shew, 
That  all  w  hich  they  profess  is  true  ; 
And  be  quite  positive  and  sure 
Tlieir  doctrines  are  both  just  and  pure, 
That  they  expoutid  the  scripture  right, 
And  set  it  in  its  genuine  light ; 
As  if  their  sect,  abo\-e  the  rest, 
Infallibility  posscst ; 
y\s  tiiey  alone  deserv'd  esteem, 
And  wisdom  liv'd  and  dy'd  with  them  ! 
*'  Now  which  are  wise,  and  w  hich  arc  fool» 
"  'Jlie  reader's  tost  among  those  tools  ; 
"  The  more  he  reads,  the  more  perplex'd, 
"  llie  comment  ruining  the  text  :"* 
AVhile  ail  these  parties  to  dciive 
llieir  system  from  the  bible  strive, 
Afos'  leave  the  genuine  sense  behind, 
A  seiVsc  more  saitub/e  to  tind  ; 
And  while  their  learning  they  display 
lv\piaiu  the  moaning  fjuite  away.i' 


*  Prior,     t  Paroily  ou  I'ope, 
li  9. 


A   I'A.Niii.i  A :; 

Wliat  slrall  a  poor  enqnin'r^lo, 
To  know  wlrat's  false,  and  \\\vat  Is  true  : 
A\  hiie  dilt'reat  })artios  so  nuuli  varv. 
Am]  give  their  judgments  so  coiitrarv. 
Surely  'tis  possible  to  know 
71ie  trulJi  ol"  wlsat  llie  .sciiptun.>j  iiiliew  ;. 
Tlio:^e  Aradair.er.tal  truths  at  ha.st 
AVhieh  all  mu-t  knov.",  or  can't  be  blest : 
i'^iso  V,  ere  we  a  most  vretc'ted  race  ! 
A\  hut  thinks  my  iVieud  upon  the  ease  ? 

.Matt.     Ivichard,  completely  to  expl. -in 
The  various  points  all  these  mainU.in, 
Would  be  au  endless  task  indeed  ! 
Siullr  nie  tlu  ref.)re  to  prnceed, 
(Waving  llie  wl'iin.';  ol!  i.h(^se  eonrrlve) 
To  teii  yuu,  iVieud,   \\liat  I  belie',  e. 


The  R'r^id  Cahini-U's  Creed. 

First,  {];ei!,  bel^jre  t^e  n;o;!(1  beg::n, 
Or  (J.kI  had  forui'd  hi;  erealtne  ^>iu.:, 
]\y  irrev<>e;djle  decree^ 
(iouo;Jerd  \\l:atS(jc\:r  sjoe' '  be; 
A\  hat  bnucs  [H'vibrhi,   or  \rv.:\\  tran-ael, 
What  angels  think,  ^dial  d-.A-  act,  ;j 
All,  ail  is  h\i\,  bolli  Sxuuil  a.;d  gre.i(;, 
]iv  an  uhuitvrable  tale,  t 


Next  v.ilh  direct  regard  \<\  ir.an, 
This  is  liea\'eu's  uiieriing  j.l  wi : 


i  Sof  liic  A-:-ci>;!>!v"s  Ciitefii''^!)!,  c;„p.  .1.     !'  C.iiv.  i-.i-titiit--'. 
B.  1.  c.  l;i,  s.  ;>. — Ws'.'l.  s.  .■;.     t  i'.irrMi--  oi  two  hj.'t.s  ia  a  l\n.-i(? 
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God,  long  befove  tlie  world's  foundation,  * 
])ccietd  to  full  and  sure  salvation, 
'lliat  j)ait  of  men  he  did  respect, 
Jn  holv  senj>ture  teini'd  elect ;  i" 
AN  hose  soul-!,  tho'  fallen  and  depvuvVI, 
Shall  ii'resistibiy  be  sav'd. 
The  rest,  the  j;realer  part  by  f^r, 
!Sol  having  in  his  love  a  sliar<!', 
IJy^nicrcy  utterly  disclaim'd, 
Shall  irresistibly  be  danni'd. 
><o\v  tlie  Ahniglity  God  of  truth, 
Made  this  decree  concerning  both, 
Merely  his  sov'reign  pow'r  to  shew, 
On  passive  mortals  here  below, 
^^  ilhout  respect  to  sin  or  faith,  • 

In  those  he  dooms  to  life  or  death. 
For,  botli  ih.e  cud  is  fore-ordain'd, 
And  iiieaiis,  by  which  that  end's  attain'd ; 
So  that  of  pure  necessity,  1 

One  must  repent,  believe,  and  be     \- 
Fitted  for  heavens  feiicity  ;  ) 

.(True  f;  i;:i  is  no  condition,   F)ick, 
•.\n  sor:e  \\u\  ;:r;K)runtly  speak  : 
liiit  thosi'  wl;o  lave  it  i'.i  po-'st  >suig, 
I*cc<:i\'d  it  as  a  c-j/.M.i:l--;}essi!ig ; 
And  as  y.u-h,  f;it  iu!,  if  vhall  be  giv'n, 
'i\)  r\'ry  cfivs!\-t  iieir  <.f  h(a\'ii.) 
'^i'hc  rest,  as  necessariy  miist, 
I'u  vi'i'ci  i>y  ev'ry  wick^v!  h;-,t, 
J)eny\l  the  aid  (ff  grace  di\ine, 
And  left  to  wallow  with  the  swine, 
Pass'd  l}y,  rejected  Vvith  disdain, 
And  .•eutenc'd  to  eternal  pahi. 


Ei^lic?.  i.  4.     f  I  I\tcr,  i.  2. 
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Why  God  acts  thus,  if  any  should 
A  reason  nsk— because  he  zcould. 
He  thus  dispenses  good  or  ill, 
To  fvlorifv  his  spv'reisn  will, 
rins  system,  Richard,  1  am  told, 
The  saints  of  yore  did  firmly  hold  ; 
Thus  Saint  Augustine  and  Calvin, 
"  And  fifty  other  learned  men, 
"  Attest  that  if  their  comments  find 
"  The  traces  of  tlieir  master's  mind,"  * 
'^Hiis  must  the  gospel-doctrine  be, 
All  else  is  heteredoxy. 

Rick.     Matthew,  I  think  upon  my  word. 
Your  system's  monstrously  absurd. 
Though  with  much  sense  I  am  not  blest, 
Your  horrid  scheme  I  can't  digest : 
What,  man  !  are  mortals  doom'd  to  be^ 
Vty  irresistible  decree,  * 

"^A  icked,  dcprav'd  and  sinful  first. 
Then,  but  for  being  so,  be  curst  ? 
Does  God  to  wickedness  compel, 
'I'hathe  may  plunge  their  souls  in  hell  ? 

Mat  I.     Friend  Riciiard,  lay  aside  thy  wonder, 
And  on  these  doctrines  humbly  ponder  : 
I'll  shew  thee  that  th'  Almighty  must 
In  all  these  things  be  strictly  just ; 
i^'oi'  in  llie  scriptures  you  will  find 
.This  system  perfectly  delin'd. 
So  God,  you  know,  does  Moses  tell 
J le'il  mercy  shew  on  whom  he  will ;  § 
And  whom  he  will,  again  he  says. 
He  hardens,  and  refuses  grace  \  i' 

*  Piior.     $  Exod.  xxxiii.  19.  Rom,  ix.  15.     t  Kcm.  i\,  r\ 
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So  Isaac's  sons,  we  understand, 

lllu-strate  nuuh  tlie  point  in  hand  ; 

]\)r  ere  they'd  done  or  good  or  evil, 

E^au  was  sentenc'd  to  the  ilevil ;  * 

Pharaoh  was  rais'd  on  purpose  too  f- 

7  o  be  consign'd  to  endless  woe  ; 

_\nd  lest  such  m(  u  as  you  should  cavil, 

Because  these  things  yon  can't  unravel, 

lie  tells  you,  (for  he  never  flatters) 

He  j:i\es  to  none,  account  of  matters,  \\ 

And  checks  your  vain  desire  to  know, 

With,  "  Nay,  O  man  !  but  m  ho  art  thou  r"  % 

Shall  men  to  ask  tlunr  !Maker  dare 

\\  hy  he  has  made  them  what  they  are  ? 

And  with  presumptuous- tongue  reply, 

'CJahist  him  who  made  both  earth  and  sky ; 

And  boldly  ask  of  God  th' occasion, 

\N  liv  he  has  made  them  for  danmalion  ? 

Has  not  the  potter  power  to  make 

One  pot  to  keep  and  one  to  break  ? 

And  shall  not  Cod  as  freely  shew 

His  sov'reign  might  oe'r  all  below  ? 

7' /(•//.     Your  notion,  ^latt.  seems  mighty  odd, 
Of  justice,  sov'rcignty  and  God  ; 
'I'ho.-ie  texts  with  your  absurd  addition, 
Set  mortals  in  a  sad  condition  ; 
Hut,  by  }our  leave, —  I've  seen  it  noted 
<!)f  tlie  same  texts  which  ywi  have  quoted, 
I5v  pious  men,  and  men  of  learning, 
Of  noble  parts,  and  great  discerning; 
'i'he  words  in  connnon  acceptation, 
Can  n<.''er  prove  abs'Iute  reprobation  ; 

»  :»I;i!.  i.  r,.  Roni.'ix.  11,  (ftc.      t  Exod.  ix.  IG.  Roiu.  ix.  17. 
Job  :.h.\iii.  IJ.     t  Koni.  ix.  '■^0. 
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The  first,  ihev  say,  is  w  roug  translated,  * 

In  all  the  rest  the  sense  wrong  stated  ; 

}i  til,  should  be  rendered  should  or  ought, 

To  give  the  true  orig'nal  thontrht ; 

.And  what  you  t;:lk  of  good  and  evil, 

And  sending  Esau  to  the  devil  ; 

And  Pharaoh  doorn'd  to  sure  damnation, 

Is  all  your  ov»n  invuginatiou  ; 

For  all  this  talk  of  love  and  hate 

Ivc^jiects  not  their  eternal  state  ; 

As  you  Vviih  half  an  e}e  may  si:e, 

]f  you  Aviil  read  impatii;.llv. 

\\  hat  next  you  say  is  also  wrong  : 

Those  eiiiding  words  do  not  belong 

'^i\>  men,  wiiom  your  eonceit  would  j  lace 

Among  the  vilest  ol  their  race. 

God  only  tliere  reproves  the  man 

Who  djires  to  blame  that  fixed  phoi, 

By  whieh  he  consttiutly  delivers 

1  rom  dcalli,  arid  hell,  all  true  believers* ; 

And  dooms  to  eveilastiug  de-iitii, 

Ail  that  are  void  of  living  laith  ; 

}>y  thisA\i-e  plan  God  g/ve*  his  grace 

To  him  v.ho  zciilingl;/  (.^heys  ; 

To  him  alone  who  leeis  v.ithin  • 

The  siuilt  and  bondage  of  his  sin. 

Jbut  when  'tis  offer'd  to  the  rest, 

Jts  terms  tlicir  haughty  hearis  detest. 

W  hoever  then  is  lost,  must  blanio 

P. is  own  pervcrseuess  for  the  sanu;. 

'J  hese  truths  St.  Paul  himself  reh.earse* 

In  the  same  chapter's  two  last  verses  :  || 

In  which  there  is  no  intimation 

Of  your  dread  abs'lute  reprobation. 

*  See  l\ir.  Sellon's  Armnneius  iia'aiiist  Uuivcrial  Kedoiiiptiwii 
Co5isi(!ered,  p.  <JC.     \\  Ivoui.  ix.  'J'^.  ;>ii. 
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Tlicn  that  your  system  may  not  totter, 
\  oil  bring  th'  example  of  the  potter, 
^  oii'd  th:nk  that  potter  not  o'er  wise, 
\N  ho  made  a  vessel  tight  and  nice, 
Only  to  take  a  strange  delight 
In  breaking  it,  to  shew  his  might ! 
So  unwi.'^c  you  make  God  appear, 
And  still  more  cruel  and  seveie;  ■f' 
J3^-  the  hard  passage  now  in  view, 
And  mo.st  of  this  epistle  too,  jj 
Partie  lar  men  are  not  intended, 
But  all  from  Israel's  loins  descended, 
v\  ad  all  the  Gentile  tribes,  tliat  own 
No  Gods,  but  gold,  or  wood,  or  stone, 
r\om  covenant  blessings  once  rejected, 
But  now  with  Jews  themselves  elected, 
To  be  partakers  of  that  grace, 
\\  hich  would  the  universe  embrace. 
The  blessing  too,  which  here  is  meant 
Is  grace  divine,  to  alb  men  sent; 
i*ut  first  unto  the  Jewish  nation  : 
^'"liey  straight  rejected  this  salvation, 
'i'heir  looks,  tlieir  words,  their  deeds  bespoke 
Contempt  against  the  Saviour's  yoke. 
At  la^t  the  ;r  rage  was  gratilied,         ' 
\\  lien  Ci)ristti;e  L^nd  in  anguish  died, 
"^i'hey  j;idg'd  themsi'lVes,  in  doing  this, 
I'm  worthy  of  et<  rual  bliss. 
Twas  thereforejust  in  God,  and  right, 
'i'o  take  from  them  the  ^gospel-light ; 
And  pour  on  them  his  sore  displeasure, 
\\  ho  now  had  fill'd  their  sinful  measure. 


*  Svv  a  I'onii,  enlitlcd  Thou.'rht-  on  tiio  Diviiu'  I)c;i«o. 
T.  Kiii  :!;*,   I).  \T.  t'.'  Jc  \.     11  'I'o  the  KoMa'.:--. 
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Had  they  but  priz'd  their  gracious  day,  * 
Tiicy  rifner  had  been  cast  away. 
To  grace  they  muiit  have  been  invited, 
I'Jse  incrcy'a  gifts  could  not  be  slighted. 

^Matthew  at  this  appeared  alaiin'd, 
\^  ith  lisiiig  iuiiignution  warm'il,- 
He  sharply  thus  his  friend  add  rest : — - 

Matt.     Silence  on  this  would  suit  you  be>t. 
Vour  N\hole  (hscourse  is  out  of  season, 
J  IS  nought,  my  -Viend,  but  carnal  reason, 
i  disa}>prove  this  sclieme  of  yours, 
\N  ilh  all  your  t;uk  of  free-will  pow'rs. 
1  hale  to  hear  yourJoo.hsh  whiffs, 
\oiir  train  vAbut'.'i  and  uikCs  and  ifs. 
\  ou  t-c^  -n  to  u.ake,  by  yoi-.r  conceiving, 
Sa!,a:i*^n  hang  upon  believing; 
But  lliis  is  no  light  detiniuon, 
i  te'l  you,  Dick,  there's  no  condition  : 
iVoni  bu(s  and  if  a  the  elect  are  freed, 
Sal\  atlon's  sure  to  all  the  seed, 
lortiidn,  .and  only  tlieni,  lie  gave 
\  lis  S(<n  : — Who  died  their  souls  to  save. 
Their  soitis  from  favour  nought  can  move. 
Secure  in  God's  electing  lo\e  ; 
V.  l.i!e  all  the  sons  of  reprobaUon, 
Siiall  undergo  a  sure  damnation. 
rhcietrulhs  our  God  has  deign'd  to  show, 
And  v.ho  siiall  ask, — W  i:at  docst  thou  .' 

Kkh.     That  these  are  trutliL-:,  is  doubted  nuieli. 
Much  mor^  that  God  has  sliewn  them  such  ; 
Your  j)ositive  and  haughty  strain, 
i  he  question  begs,  and  begs  again. 

•"  Li'k'j  xix.  ix'. 
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I'm  sure,  for  arbitrary  work, 

You'd  uiuke  a  grand  tyrannic  Turk  ; 

That  stern  imperious  licart  of  yours, 

A\  ou!d  make  your  subjects  dread  your  powr.s  ; 

Nor  durst  they  make  the  least  objection, 

W  hile  bowing  down  in  mute  subjection. 

But  this,  my  fiicnd,  is  not  the  case 

'  I'wixt  CJod  and  our  auiiappy  race  ; 

Tor  tho'-'tis  readily  aIlow\l, 

Tltnt  the  All-wise,'  Almigiity  G<)lI, 

^V)^at  seemeth  good  to  him  may  d<.', 

In  heaven  abo\e  or  earth  btlow; 

Yet  nought  is  pleasing  to  his  will, 

\V  hith  is  in  its  own  nature  ill ;  * 

And  therefore  whatsoe'er  he  doth. 

Consists  with  Justice,  Mercy,  Truth. 

His  will  is  not  a  tyrant's  spite, 

In  cruelty  that  takes  df  light; 

That  casts  ten  million  souls  away, 

In  right  of  arbitrary  s\\ay. 

No,  no;     God  takes  (the  scripture  sailh) 

Ko  pleasure  in  the  sinner's  death,  "l- 

But  rather  would  (himself  hath  sworn)  |i> 

'ilie  waud'ring  shnier  should  return. 

Nor  longer  his  good  spirit  grieve, 

But  quit  his  wicktdness  anu  live. 

Nor  has  our  God,  regarding  nsaa,  ^ 

Reasons  which  mortals  may  not  scan  ; 

I  le  never  dooms  a  soul  to  die, 

liut  shews  a  cau8o  sulficienl  why  ; 

A  more  substantial  reason  quite, 

My  friei.d,  than  nuMely  eov'reign  right : 


•  And  in. particular  "  hv  <i.it:,  r>ct  ;i'°iv-t  jr.'//.-.-..?/!/.  nor  tricvf 
tlio  cii'.lilnn  of  nun."  See  L;;i:i.  ill.  ^/J.  t  Hi*  k.  x>iii.  y.. 
•  r.iik.  xwiii.  11. 
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If  you'll  the  grounds  of  this  receive, 
They're  these, — they  won't  in  Chiist  believe  \  * 
Because  God  calls,  and  they  refuse  ;  J 
Because  his  goodness  they  abuse  ;  i^ 
'J'o  his  good  spirit  do  despite,  i' 
And  shut  their  eyes  against  his  light ;  || 
J3jny  the  Lord  who  bought  their  peace,  ;j;t 
And  set  at  nought  his  love  and  grace.  §^ 
These  aie the  causes,  IVlatlhew,  why 
Their  precious  souls  for  ever  die  ; 
Uliich  causes  you  may  plainly  sec. 
Spring  from  themselves,  not  God's  decree  : 
For  if  this  latter  were  the  case, 
T',N  ould  cast  on  God  no  small  disgrace. 
By  making  him  the  proper  cause, 
Of  inorlais  bifcakiug  his  own  laws  ; 
^N  hich  must  this  conseqmnce  bring  in, 
That  God's  the  author  oi  all  !:,in. 
in  short  your  scheuic  appears  to  nie, 
1'  inclufle  so  nuich  absurdity, 
I  thhik  whoe'er  is  ri.<rht  anions: 
The  various  sects,  i/ou  must  l)e  wrong ; 
_  And  therefore  while  these  thujgs  I  view, 
Sn  such  a  difl'reiit  liglit  from  y  ni, 
i'lu  sure,  my  friend,   1  never  da 
Si'.bscribe  your  reiu'oltating  piaii. 

A\  hen  Matthew  foend  iiis  efforlj  vain, 
Tiis  friend  by  arguments  t^^  gain  ; 
}lis  j)aticnce  l)cnig  hkewise  sprjit, 
iiis  smotiier'd  feelings  duts  found  vent : — 

Matf.      \Vell  Dick,  undoubtedly  ;« ou  arr 
Blind  as  a  beetle,   I  declare  ; 


*  Jolni  viif.  'i;-   Mark  xvi.  10)<^-:c.     +  J*rov.   i.    .'!.     <  Knin 

J.      tilt!;,    x.'j'..      '^Joiiii    ili.  19.      Jt   -'rtUi,  ii.  i. 

I'rov.  i,,  ti:). 
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Your  reas'p-ing  pride  prevents,  I  see, 
Yi)ur  rev'rcnce  to  the  great  det  roe  ; 
But  reason  long  as  e'er  you  will, 
Qod,  you  shall  lind,  is  sov'reign  still; 
His  word  shall  stand,  and  he  will  do, 
^  \\  hatever  suits  his  pleasure  too  ; 

Rii/i.     IIow  strangely  with  your  shreds  and 
tatters 
YoFi  try  to  jumble  obvious  matters. 
The  que.-<tionis  luit,  whether  God 
am  do  whate'er  he  thiivketh  good; 
"^riiis  j)oiut,  vou  know,  before  I  granted  ; 
Init  this  fails  short  of  w hat  you  wanted  : 
.  i'or  we  must  take  another  measure. 
And  usk  if  'tis  his  sov'reign  pleasure  ; 
Or  is  't  among  his  noblest  aims 
To  doom  his  creatures  to  the  flames, 
Without  regard  to  aught  thereby, 
But  his  own  will  to  gratify  ? 
It  is  indeed  his  gracious  pleasure, 
iivdes  to  prescribe  and  seta  measure, 
^\  hich  he  declares  he'll  act  by,  when, 
He  saves  or  damns  the  sons  of  men  ;* 
And  this  lie  has  a  right  to  do, 
And  none  mr.y  ask — \\  hat  doest  thou  f 
He  cannot  err,  for  he's  all-wise  ; 
He's  good ;  v>e  need  not  tlien  surmise 
There's  cruelty  in  him,  \\liaie'er 
Our  narrow-hearted  saints  aver. 
''   No  e\il  caftfiom  him  procetd,  f 
"  'Tis  only  sutVer'd,  not  decreed  ; 
"   As  darkness  is  not  from  the  sun, 
"   Nor  mount  the  shades  til!  he  is  gone." 

*  See  K/ek.  wiii.  ami  ^Tal■k  \vi.  16,  <N:i-.     t  W Cioy'sTiaus- 
lation  of  Eupolis'  Hymii  to  the  t'lxivtor. 
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Accordingly  he  tells  us  that, 
(i  pray  observe  it,  ]S1  aster  Matt.) 
Vi)  our  ov,  ti  wickedness  and  sin, 
\\  e  have  our  own  destruction  been  ;  .[, 
'Iho'  now  were  fallen  and  accurst, 
llf  made  us  upright  at  the  first.  !j 
1  !iiust  the  question  ask  again, 
•  Does  great  Jehovah  fore-ordain 
V:\  sov'reign  w ill,  a  man  to  be 
A    inner  of  necessity  ; 
'Vw  n  plunge  him  into  eruliess  \^  oe, 
I'or  doing  wlitit  he  needs  inusi  do  .' 

As  rigid  ^iatlhew  now  began 
To  be  quite  tired  of  his  man, 
^  et  fully  bent,  before  their  parting, 
<  )n  giving  Dick  a  proper  smarting  ; 
He  thus  address'd  him  wilh  a  sneer, — 

Mutt.     Friend  Dick,  you  do  most  sadly  ci  r 
I  texts  conld  quote  as  well  as  you, 
To  shew  things  in  a  dilf  rent  view  : 
But  I  can  now  no  longer  stay, 
iViy  biis'ness  calls  ;  1  must  away. 
1  hope  in  time  you'll  prove  discreeter, 
And  learn  the  gospel  doctrines  better. 

i  Hcs.  xiii.  ?.     I]  Eccks.  vii.  V'J. 
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DIALOGUE  IL 

lUCHAllD  AND  JAMES. 

Jum^<:.  a  moderate  Calvinist,  di$ou-ns  Matthew's  h'r^li  ide<uf 
of  the  Decrees  of  G(nl. — staling  other  things,  he  gird 
Richnrd  a  stateimnt  of  his  temperate  belief  in  the  Dirine 
Dtcrecs. — Richard  oppuscf  each  article  seriatim.— T/i./c 
discussions  on  Goiis  Sovereign!  i/.— On  (7:r<*'/'»  Righteous- 
ness.— James  reviles  IVesley,  Sellon,  and  the  Modern 
Arminians. — He  rei)resetits  their  J'reachers  as  rank 
Enthusiasts.— RicUurd  ritaliates,  lij  shewing  u'hat  Spiri- 
tual it  ij  it  is,  teUich  Calrinistic  I'eoplc  and  Hreacheis  seem 
to  claim  as  their  exclusive  property.— Ranarks  on  the 
imperfect  Church  Gorernmeni  of  the  MetluMlists. — On 
the  Doctrine  of  Perfection. — Richard's  commendation  of 
Fletcher,  Sellon,  and  H  ealcij. 

7  y  HEN  Matthew  ccas'd  and  homeward  hied, 
I] IS  place  was  very  i<oon  Mipphed  . 
I'ur  w  lien  they  fust  began  to  talk, 
I'olh  of  them  had  agreed  to  walk 
'Jo  a  eoatiguoHS  mossy  bed, 
nrneath  a  lofty  hedge-row's  shade  ; 
It  being  hot,  they  tliere  could  shun, 
The  scorciiing  of  the  mid-day  sun. 

It  chancd  Dick's  neighbour,  James,  just  stoo<i 
1^)>  iiind  this  range  of  bushy  wood  ; 
And  during  the  leligious  c!iat, 

Twixt  Richard  and  his  neighbour  IVfatt, 
1' I  lend  Jemmy,  iVom  his  private  station, 
Had  over-heard  their  conversation  ; 
Aiid  seeing  Matthew  gone,  step])"d  out, 
\\  iili  Dick  to  have  another  bout ; 
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So  after  mutual  salutation, 
Between  these  two,  James  took  occasion 
'^J'liese  thoughts  before  his  friend  to  lay, 
On  what  he  over-heard  iheni  say. 

James.     Richard,  my  friend,  indeed  "tis  true, 
T  think  with  neitlier  Matt,  nor  you  ; 
i'ov  neither  of  you  has  much  light 
To  state  these  weighty  matters  right ; 
.Matt.'s  sentiments  too  rigid  are, 
lie  carries  tilings  too  higii  by  fur  ; 
And  by  your  arguing,  Dick,  you  seem 
Isiclin'd  unto  trie  free-will  scheme  ; 
Your  notions  seem  absurd  to  me, 
.1  can  v.ith  neither  bit'.e  agree. 

Rich.      Pray  then,  dear  Jemnu,  \\  lil  von -he\Y 
\Miat  doctrine  seems  the  best  to  you  ; 
if  my  own  heart  do  not  deceive  me, 
In  this  1  think  you  v. ill  beheve  me  ; 
I>]y  mind  is  under  no  restrictio?!, 
.Cut  fair  and  open  to  coiiviclion  ; 
if  Viiiat  as  truth  you  may  propose^, 
Scripture  and  reason  don't  oppose, 
But  both  com])ine  to  fix  tiie  sense, 
l>y  uuiieiiiable  evidence  ; 
if  \\liatyou  tliink,  appears  to  me 
Upheld  by  tlus  authosity, 
i  shall  with  joy  as  truth  lycelve. 
And  readily  the  same  beiit;ve. 
J3ut  yet,  before  my  friend  replies, 
It  m;iy  be  needful  to  [ireuiise, 
I  shall  e>:?-(-ct  yutsr  e\j  lieatiou 
( )f  any  j)as  t  (d  revel-ilKMi, 
In  su(Jj  a  manner  lie  ^  x-Mcst 
A:->  IS  coi;si:>tv  lit  villi  iLe  it.  -;  ; 


v.  y.  1. 1  c; !  o  V  s  cx)  n  v  v.  :?  ;■  v  r  \ ; , 


T.ik.^'wisi:  that  it  consisu-ist  1)0.  •    . 

V\  ii!i  it«ni;utt\s  of  Dfity. 

So  ,',nv"e  \Vi'  now  un  iu  {V-c  vein  ) 

'iiif  [(oin'i.s  ni  d  ictruie  you  iir.iin*.::r',  ) 
l);-;;;l;:}  your  sciujne  from  tud  to  lu-1  ; 
I'li  u\osi  assi>h-.)-i  ,ly  alttaii. 

./^//."f*;,      W'til  tht-!»,   I  iopaiv  thys!  If  to  ii' 
Am!  I  Will  Doiir  in!  )  liiy  ear 
'I  !ir'dorlr>;;^s  v. Iiivl'.  I  rccoinniend 
To  evtry  iiiOUilitfa!,  stiicKis  fiieiKJ, 
'I'iie  go>[;el  (i  )ctiiiit'--  on  ivcord, 
The  marrow  of  tliv;  ^vii'iteu  word.     • 
!  lowever,  Dick,  I  think  'twill  be 
A  needle-ss  superfluity 
To  dwell  upon  those  points,  wliich  both 
?»ly  friend  and  I  receive  as  toruth  : 
Such  as — a  God — I'is  Lnity — 
"^rhe  doctrine  of  the  Tririicy — • 
And  that  the  scriptures  do  revepl   ' 
God's  iioly,  just  and  ^-racious  will — 
And  that  sufficient  ri'lcs  they  shew 
Tor  christian  faiih  and  practice  too — ■ 
The  fall  of  man — oriu'naj  sin — " 
The  desp'rate  slate  we  ail  arc  in — 
Our  need  of  Jesus  Christ  while  ujider 
'J'he  terror  of  God's  venueful  t!iunder-=~ 
The  Irutli  of  Christ's  duiitity —     i 
(With  God  the  leather  equal  he,   > 
And  no  infeiior  deity.)  y 

Th'  atonement  whicii  he  made  to  (lod, 
I»y  pouriuij;  out  his  preciojs  blood — 
Tlral  grace  alone  salvation  brin<j,s — 
Alan's  merit  bars — and  such  like  things. 
1  therefore  shall  myself  confme, 
'lliose  points  of  doctrhic  to  deline, 
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Tn  AvViicli,  as  it  appears  to  nie, 
"Vis  likely  we  shall  disaoiee. 
Attend  then,  Dick,  while  I  repeat 
"^riie  genuine  truths  of  sacred  writ. 


THE  CREED 

(]l' iliosc  zcho  call  iiiemaekes  Moderate  CahlnUl' 

First  I  bflicve  Jehovah  has 
Decreed  whatever  comes  to  pass  ; 
^  et  in  such  wise  as  not  to  be 
The  author  of  iniquity. 

Next,  with  regard  to  Adam,  Dick, 
\^  ho  play'd  that  sad  unhappy  trick 
In  Paradise,  and  by  his  fall, 
To  sin  and  ruin  brought  us  all, 
And  spoilVl  us  of  prhneval  bliss  ; 
7he  case,  my  friend,  is  clearly  this  : 
Adam  our  sire  and  nat'ral  head 
At  first,  the  Great  Creator  made 
^^  ith  j)ow'rs  sufficient  to  have  stood, 
Tho'  free  to  fall,  just  as  he  w  ould. 
He  fell  ;   and  as  I  said  above, 
I  lis  fall  did  our  destruction  prove  ; 
i'orby  this  first,  this  mortal  sin. 
Our  souls  are  rendered  all  unclean^ 
Our  hearts  deprav'd,  to  folly  prone, 
'^Vo  evil  free,  and  that  alone. 

The  wlorious  God  of  sov'reign  grace. 
'.  I  ore  seeing  this  mouuI  be  the  case, 
'{  !io'  all  the  race  of  those  that  fell, 
1  !l  might  have  jvistly  dooni'd  to  b.eil  ;) 
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From  all  eternity  decreed 

To  choose  ill  Christ  a  lioly  seed, 

Out  of  the  whole  conuplcd  mass  ;  ^ 

Not  that  he  found  them  pure  ;  but  'twas  J- 

That  grac€  might  bring  that  end  to  pass,  y 

All  else  he  justly  passes  by, 

And  leaves  tlitm  in  their  sins  to  die. 

Maturely  w  eiglr  the  gospel-scheme  ; 
"fwa^  not  for  any  good  in  them, 
I'or  what  they  were,  for  w hat  they'd  becB, 
i'^or  works  perform'd,  or  faith  foreseen  ; 
For  none  of  these  God  made  them  his, 
And  chose  them  to  eternal  bliss  ; 
"Fwas  mere/j/  of  his  sov'reign  pleasure, 
He  chose  to  take  this  gracious  measure  ; 
The  o///y  reason  was,  he  w  ould, 
Because  to  him  it  seemed  good. 
Likewise,  in  order  to  fulfil 
'lliis  purpose  of  his  sov'reign  will, 
God  made  a  cov'nant  with  his  Sou, 
To  see  this  bus'ness  surely  done  ; 
'J'he  purport  of  which  cov'nant  was, 
That  when  the  time  shoidd  come  to  pass, 
\\  hich  God,  his  people's  steady  friend, 
Did,  from  eternity,  intend, 
The  Son  should  lake  upon  him  then, 
Tlie  nature  of  these  sinful  men  ; 
IJe  bom,  and  live,  and  die  for  thern, 
And  so  complete  salvation's  scheme. 
•  All  this  is  past,  the  w  ork  is  done, 
The  plan's  accomplish'd  by  the  Son  ; 
He  all  j)erforni'd,  ('tis  qp.ite  notorious) 
Conih'ionnl  or  m<  ritoricus  ; 
I■"illi^!i't!  the  work  fi.»in  cuil  lo  cud  ; 
And  thi.n  iliJ  up  lu  hea\'n  ascend. 


CO 
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Yi  ".'-  !c  \iv  itmaiiis  With  God  to  pk':ul, 
Aii(i  i':>\-  l-is  owJi  to  intercede.    , 
'i  !'ci  .-Icae,  h\  tonscqiituce  of  this, 
/iiithce  dcNi^ifd  ioi  (luiioss  hat-s, 
At  c\V;.  tunc,  v.,  (  v'iy  place, 


Aic  ca;!  ..! 


;'i)d  !.y  '^J/'en iiui  g^ydce, 
ilih  pii!(i,.io\i  }j(  ;[Uj^,  cue  and  ull, 
{■!iKiM(  d  lo  o;)\j_,  IMC  cidi. 
( s'.;d  .sciias  w."  -iO'p;.!  lo  th;>ir  tnr  ; 
llii>  r\ai;t^  ;;;.  :,iii,  his  peoj.lc  i-ear 
Aiid  .-1  lue  iL;y,  \ta,  in  the  tioiir, 
(ifh;,-;  Aii-:!-l:i},  ;:r;c;oii3  j)o\v'r, i" 
lie  r.dik.::,  U.wvi  vviihiv.;  lo  obey, 
Aiud  <.A\'.\  his  L\»i\ii,  sov'iesfrn  swav. 


Or  t^iUiilYioi-::;i".^^i>  ^^  ;;ys, 

But  ijy  tlio  j)'.;vv  r  r.l  CU>m  Uiio'  wulh  '^ 

A>;=-,urcdiy,  (t!ie  8cn].iu!e  saidi) 

'J ley  slsuli  bi  ^.^rVIy  k.  )>u  iiuu! 

They  stand  .see.ie  o;k  Zioii's  hill. 

Th;:-,  n<!.iu)Our  Klv'.avt-I,  seems  to  mr, 
Tl  e  Ij'-U;,  the  veiy  iiutii  to  be  : 
I  sLedi^:.?t'y  believe  th>  t  t!ii^ 
"J  he  real  gospel-doei- 'aj  i;-, 
Aud  tliere lore  warnily  rece»inniend 
'^Jhis  V.  ho:e5;o:ne  di.-eii.'.ic  io  luy  iVieiid. 

ilichard  who  ail  this  time  had  paid 
Atteiitieiii  e'o; ;:,  to  ^'at  was  .-aui, 
IJeplled, 

Rich.     'y>\  IVieiid,  1  liiink  that  we 
Are  likely  now  to  di-iauK c  ; 

t  I'saliii  c\.  .  .     i  \  Pi-Ur.  i,    ^ 
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J'or,  neiglibour,  tlio'  at  liist  vou  seem 

To  disapprove  Malt.'s  riuK-l  scheme  ; 

And  ^pcak  i))  terms  more  mod'i-ale,  than 

'I'hat  positive  aiul  nj^ul  man  ; 

lU  which  1  think  some  dread  appears 

Ot  your  disgusting  tender  ears  ; 

1  itar  you  dilfer  but  hi  name, 

And  oil  the  whole,  are  much  die  same. 

However,  neighbour,  that  I  may 
Afford  your  senlmieiiLs  fair  phiy  ;     ' 
rU  take  them  one  by  o-i",  and  sue 
If  they  will  bear  a  sci alniy. 

Your  first  point,  then,  appears  to  me 
Absurd  and  contradictory  ; 
Or,  Jemmy,  at  the  %'ery  best, 
'  ris  ratlitM-  doiibtfiilly  exp.rest ; 
If,  as  you  say,  'tis  true  God  has 
JJecreed  whatever  comes  to  pa«:-; 
If  this  decree  is  active  too 
To  bring  about  whate'cr  we  do  ; 
And  if  its  paramount  intent 
No  pow'r  can  pos.vibly  prevent ; 
ITiat  sm  ofev'ry  kind  falls  out 
'Mongst  oilier  things,  is  past  a  doubt ; 
By  this  you  make  your  Ciod  to  be 
The  aulhor  of  initp'.ity. 

But,  Jemmy,  if  you  undei  stand 
This  same  decree  we  liave  in  hand, 
As  it  respects  both  good  and  ill, . 
In  actings  of  the  human  will, 
No  dire  uevesailj/  to  bring, 
But  only  to  permit  the  thing  ; 
Then  you  and  I  are  here  agreed, 
So  for  this  time  v  e'ii  drop  lliis  head  , 
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Only  ril  \\  liisper  in  your  ear, 
Your  nieaniug  should  be  stated  dear, 
ISor  should  we  have  been  left  in  doubt 
"^j^o  nr.ikc  til'  interpretation  out. 

A\  hat  next  you  sav  of  j\da!)!,  Jainrs, 
Some  iitlle  observation  elaisns  ; 
1  think  you  said  he  niigiit  have  stood, 
Tiio'  free  to  iall,  just  as  he  would. 
It  appears  evident  to  nie, 
That  jf  the  said  divine  decree 
In  Calvin's  sense  be  absolute, 
He  must  have  tasted  of  the  fruit, 
Tlierefore,  respectinu;  good  and  ill, 
(!!C!uld  not  be  left  to  his  ozcn  will. 
If  you  suppose  things  order'd  so, 
JJespccting  what  free  agents  do  ; 
i\nd  ju'ige  herein  this  same  decree   ) 
The  cause  of  ev'iy  act  to  be  ;  ' 

^  ou  hold  an  inconsistency.  y 

Yon  next  obs<Mve,  that  Adam's  fall 
Brouglit  sin  and  ruin  on  us  all, 
And  sunk  us  in  depravity  ; 
In  this  we  cordially  agree. 
But  then,  my  friend,  you  know  St.  Paul      i 
Observes,  "  asjudgniPiH  came  on  (ill  '■ 

The  race  of  man,  by  jhlariis  fall ;  S 

So  the  free  gift  of  pardon,  came  |j 
*-  0>i  all  rnanhu-d,  thro''  Christ  the  J  .ami) : 
Are  we  tlno'  Adam  doom'd  to  die  P 
Je.>us  came  down  to  justify. 
And  if  all  fell  in  Adam's  h\\, 
Our  Second  Adam  dy'd  for  all.  it 

(!  /som.  V.  13.     i  K(''b.  ii.  '.).  1  Cor.  v.  11.  l  Tim.  ii.  C.  .V'- 
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In  what  conies  next,  you  may  foresee, 
That  we  by  no  means  can  agree. 
That  God  might  justly  have  left  all  "f- 
Mankind  to  perish  hi  iheir  fall, 
A.s  jrcnuine  truth  you  take  tor  ^ranted  ;  . 
But,  Jemmy,  proof  for  this  is  wanted. 
Are  you  right  sure  of  what  you  say  r 
\\  here  do  you  find  it  written,  pray  t 
'  ^\  h^t  book,  what  pa<;e,  what  chapter,  friend? 
Not  m  God's  word  from  end  to  end  ; 
Till  in  that  book  it  finds  support, 
1  would  not  give  one  fardnng  for  't, 
But  view  it  as  uncertain  rant, 
And  idle  Calvinislic  cant. 
Say  you  ;  iiod  might,  you  knoK'  'tisiriir, 
Ta  cm  (till/  have  pmi  by  you, 
ylnd  I'.'it  \joa  hi  your  ^\nA  to  die? 
No — that  assertion  I  deny. 
That  God  for  my  lairaitidulness, 
An  I  misimprovemi  nt  of  bis  <j!race, 
Might  have  \vi  lidrawn  it  lo:ig  ago, 
And  left  ine  to  etei  s-d  woe 
I  grant ;   but  this  supposi  s  f 
1  iave  liad  that  grace,  mIik  h  you  d^^wy 
A  reprobate  upon  your  [)lan 
Has  eit!ierhu(i,  or  ever  cati.  !^ 

^  on  sav  tliat  God  hv  sov'n  ign  doom. 
And  t'rat  aio;i<>,  has  c!;Lo.sen  some 
Of  .Adam's  iallen  ruiii'd  race," 
As  objects  of  j>ecuii  u-  grace  ; 
'J  he  re.>t  lie  itislly  passes  by. 
And  leaves  them  in  ibeir  sins  to  die  ; 

+  See  tliis  p)=nt  seltlnl  hy  IlicVard,  upon  a  rational  aiiil 
?i'.T!j)tiiral  l>a  i>,  in  the  la<i(  r  part  ottirs  essay,  i  .Si'»,'  Wesli-jV 
l-n-  IfSt'inutii.in  CiiJni'v  coj:  ui'-roii,  ^<■c.  '.'3. 


^4  A     FAMILIAR 


For  Adam's  sin,  it  set  nis,  to  uralli 
Coiideinn'd,  and  j)angs  of  endless  death 
Although  raost  clearly  it  is  known 
They  liuve  transgressKuis  of  their  own; 
^  et  from  their  sire,  that  fallen  creataio, 
As  they  reeeiv'd  their  corrupt  nature, 
Which  promjtts  tiiein  on  to  sin  and  die, 
Kxcept  ihe  Lord  his  grace  supply; 
(And  God,  you  say,  has  iirin  decreed, 
Kever  to  give  the  giare  they  viced,) 
'^Ihcy  may  with  gi eat  ])ropriety, 
I  lliijik,  my  fuend,  be  snid  to  be 
Coudemii'd  for  /lis  miquity. 

No^v,  if  your  case  be  rightly  stated, 
The  Reprobates,   by  ■God  created, 
Aie  ni'sro  severely  deiiit  with,  than 
Arc!;  Satan,  and  his  hellish  clan. 
Ibis  conscfjU'  lice  is  ccitahi,  seeing 
Thoy'ie  (hun'.i'd  bel"ore  tlu;y  have  a  being 
Sentehe'd  to  wrath,  and  slate  forlorn. 
And  endh  ss  Vv'oe,  before  tiiey're  born. 
Vv  herea^  tlie  iicuds  were  happy  made, 
And  each  a  j';ei  ft-ct  nature  had, 
And  in  tiieir  pr<,pi:r  [>t-rsons,  ail 
Had  i^ow'r  to  stand,  tho'  free  to  fall. 
But  tins,,  vou  say,  is  not  the  case 
^^  itli  nio-t  of  Adam's,  wretched  race  ; 
So  tluit  In  tifis  1  .jspect  they're  worse, 
And  laid  beui-alh  a  heavier  curse* 
'^Ilnm  I'eelz'^bub  liimself,   vviio  fell, 
lieneuth  Jehovah's  \Math,  to  hell, 
'lliis  reprobathig  gospel-scheme 
Jf.non(ous  and  ab'-iini  I  deem; 

*Si:e  )''lt'tchcr's  Scripture  Scales,  p.  351. 
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Tor  tlio'  I  readily  agree,  ^ 

No  merit*, can  in  dinners  be,  J> 

And  that  tlie  Saviour's  grace  is  free  ;     j 

^  f  t  grantnig  this,  it  won't  infer 

"i  he  uoctriiies  true,    v. inch  you  aver; 

Nor  can  you  leave  (your  srh-.Mne  niaintain'd") 

liod's  moral  allribiites  unsiaai'd; 

^  our  doctrines  held,  I  ihiuk  you  must 

?viakeGod  lUimeiciful,  unjust, 

'i\ri':!nical  and  cri.el  too,  ^ 

Cinidenuiiug  souls  to  endless  uoe,       J- 

I'or  d.nnpc  v.luit  they  needs  /nusl  di> !      ) 

Partial,  unequal  in  his  way;!, 

lit  .spccting  })fcr.-ons,  tlio'  Ise  says 

lliiViSeir,  m  lus  ovvu  sacred  wori', 

1  hat  he's  a  just,  impartial  Lord,  -y 

l^oiig-suii'riiig,  merciful  and  Lind,  "^ 

Ivor  are  these  aUiibutesconlin'd 

llijto  the  ftw  you  call  hi«  friends  ; 

From  agx'  to  ago  he  yet  exiMids 

Mis  pity,  tender  love,  ar.d  grace 

I-'jito  the  Vilest  of  our  iace  : 

Not  wiihiig  any  soul  s'.ioiild  C\  ,  5) 

lie  a?ks — 'A  liy  will  ye  perish,  why  ?  IJ 

Whereas  the  Lf)id,  as  you  rc'ate, 
Ila-i  aLs'.ilideh  i\\\\  Jie  fate 
()t  At  lam's  ru'-.'-,  th'.;  nio  :l  hy  far, 
K:tiii;-J  pauishiiKiit  to  siiare  ; 
'lo  groan  bene.itli  Lis  lieiy  wralli; 
Aun  that  lie  wills  the  sin  .er's  d  iith  ! 
N'<w  s!:,.!|  i  G  )d,  or  yo  i>  htiivve? 
1  ?!•  -vv-'wl.  Or  vo!.rN   f>;:  ti\ah  .^e.iv^  ? 
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To  this  'tis  c:isy  to  reply, 
J^et  God  be  true,  llio  ail  men  lie.  '■' 
That  some  are  cliosen  1  a}Jo\\,     ■ 
From  all  eternity.;  but  liow  r 
'i'hey  are  not  clioseii,  it  shcild  seem, 
Accoiding  to  your  fine-spun  sc'icmc  ; 
j'or  God  cliose  them  as  he  i'ore-knew  : 
Tliis  irutli  the  sacred  scnptiues  shew  ;  .! 
'  I'is  t;ius  some  sinners  are  elected, 
■As  other  sinners  are  rejected  ; 
1'ho^e  Ciod  deternuuM  to  receive, 
j\h  lie  foreknew  tltey  would  lielieve  ; 
W  hilo  liiese  he  doom'd  to  eridless  grief, 
On  foresight  of  ihtir  un'ueiicf.  j' 
Nor  do  1  think,  my  friend,  tliat  f.adi 
/;//;, ■;,.-■/(•  proper  )//er''t  l;ath  ; 
y^'>y  is  the  cause  weVe  iixd  upon, 
I'xecpt  it  he  sute  qua  uon  ;  ^ 
In  this  you  may  most  plainly  see 
'j'iiere's  novbing  ox  e[^:ric>!ci/  ; 
i>ut  'twi's  Jthovaii's  grncioas  pir^sur? 
"^fo  ii\  tiriS  tf.'rm,   or  rule,  or  me:)sine, 
Vv  here])v  i.c  would  bo  pleas'd  to  shew 
?-Iercv  to  .-luncrs  l;c:re  below. 


*■  Horn.  iii. -1.  :;^  1  P"ter.  i.  ;?.  t  Srr  Tv'c ley's  Pi-e^r)-vativ<\ 
p.  1 ;'.;).  4  That  is,  a  cai'^e  u-'ilvjiit  wii'ich  tli<  y  are  vet  li\i  d  iipi.n. 
Till'  i^ieaniiii;  oCliic  ai;t!u;r  is  t])c  san:o  a>  that  of  >.';■.  Fit  tr!;'^r. 
viz.  Ti!at  !iK)!::i)  CrfK!  (iccroed  ctrrnariy  to  save  cv*  ;•^  <};v-t'i\ 
obf.iiiMit  i)'li(-vti  ;  yet  liN  f'orc-k)H)v.!e(ii  1^  of  Ihoir  faili',  \.,!< 
rot  the  i>iovi!i'.;  cavi'-e  f.f  *licir  .siivation,  loc  tr.at  \\;i.-  l.is  own 
nif'V.'-y,— nor  v.it ;  it  t'-.e  iu  vi^ovicirs  caiiJ^r,  i\)v  ti:at  \- a>  liic 
si:i^'crir.:s  of  Ch:i«r, — -H'itlicr  v.as  it  the  c-^icic.t  caa,-e,  fcr  that 
■via'-  the  po"  er  ef  ;i;c  'piiit;  iiut  it  v.as  tiieir  own  \oluntaiy. 
uant'-f'slriire  1  rviriipl'aiioe  ^\  i:.:i  the  tenn'*  of  tlie  I'O  jit !,  irilh- 
i,:d  ic'udi.  (ioii  v,-(n''''  )•( .'  l't-;to\v  tr^o-;  <!f(Mi  tiie  l.C''!  ilis  of 
salvat'  or  ;  aru  iVi:-  the  ''aj^ieity  'o  <'n  "'•>).^  they  were  Ji!.f■\^  i^»* 
i>ti-l.. Dr.cJ  U)  uiv,  iiiit' u,  ui)coniiiiio?ial  ■::vi.-i. 
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I  jr.dgi*  (is  not  my  jr.dc'.nciit  !i<:,nt  r) 

C.iod's  kiuvalrd.jjc  dut-v  Ix^  iiiiimk- ; 

]  should  be  Irviu;;  lo  dtiiasc 

I  lis  wisdom  and  his  liciimss, 

ii  \  prcsi'iii  (I  Ik*  could  not  well 

i'oresee  free  actions,  and  foretel, 

\\  ithoiit  compellin<j  men  to  be, 

Jn  consequence  of  his  decree,  , 

\  ile  sinners  of  necc-sitv.  *  S 

Nor  does  our  God,  with  all  your  pleading, 

Act  tyrant-like  in  this  procetdintj ; 

Ahlio"  what  Calvinists  aver 

Of  sov'rcifjnty,  must  needs  infer 

That  tiiis  divnie  perfection  maj 

(If  tliiii<:S  be  truly  as  they  say) 

Act  in  an  unconnecte;'  line 

A\  itli  other  attributes  divine. 

Mis  so  V 'reign  ty  miis*^  coahscc 

AVith  mercy  and  witii  lioliness  : 

Disunion  never  can  take  {>lare 

Jittwcc n  Jiis  wisdom,   ]^o\\  r  and  a^acr. 

All  the  JH  iiecLi'iiis  of  his  nsind 

in  complete  coiicord  aie  cornLMn'tl 


A":ul  tlierefore  the  Almiahlv's  p'a,!:. 
As  it  repirds  \'<(.'iy  \\reti  'led  ma?), 
is  wisely  suifrd,   iii  its  intitre, 
To  the  coudiiioM  ot  lits  c.i  aU'.rc 

"t  our  cov'ir'.n'-scl,<:;ne  r«i;7,e.<  !;<'n(,  mv  fjieir 
^\  iiich  I  think  \vrtr->)>;  JViii'.;  '.n-I  to  end  ■; 
Am!  th;iL  y-  u  really  w.  ver  can 
I  i():)i  sucivd  wr;l  siitj-oii  y:)i;r  j)):;n. 


.Sic  rictclicr'iAiii;!!;  :ifi;)::  ui'  Wis!. ••.•>■,  r,i;.;a;;;;,  p.  -U'. 
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Tlio'  there  the  cov'/iaiit  ol't  occurs, 
'  Tis  no  such  cuveuaut  as  youis  : 
Tji!  I  a  fiiUer  st:itt'!iiei>t  make, 
Tiiis  for  the  gospel  cov'm-.nt  tuke  : — 

lie  tliat  believes,  ■whoe'er  he  be, 

And  doth  unto  the  end  endure, 
He  shall  Ije  sav'd  eternailv. 

The  gospel  coveniiut  is  sure. 
Th'  eternal  mountains  s'lali  give  place, 

1  ue  nrmcr  cov  naut  cannot  move, 
The  cov'naut  of  God's  gentiai  grace, 

And  of  his  ail-re^?-ciiiiag  love  ; 
^Vhoe'er  in  Jesus  Ciinst  bdicves, 

Anxl  faithful  uiito  death  remain,-, 
He  everlasting  life  receives, 

For  so  the  will  of  Uod  ordaiu.j  ;  ""' 
This  is  the  tirni  unchang'd  decree, 

'^1  he  word  of  God's  supreme  comnu'nd, 
Fast  as  tlie  sua  aiid  moon  we  see 

It  doth,  and  shall  for  ever  stand.  ?> 

Tills  coienoiit  of  gospel-kind 
I  can  Within  tl-.e  gesj;el  iiiid, 
But  not  a  trace,  I  li)nil,  ui  yours, 
In  all  the  book  of  God  occurs,     " 
Tho'  many  texts  you  tuin  and  wind 
In  tins  reriiiect,  to  speak  your  nund. 
it  seems  you  take  tor  gianted  too, 
•  Tliat  Jesus  Ciur-Jt  v\hile  hm-t  beirjv«'. 
As  to  salvation'.^  scheu;e,  did  nil 
That  may  be  terrn'd  conihtiOiiai  : 


*  Sec  T>fai-k  xvi.  lo.  aiTi  Matt.  vv^y.  i.^.   a^':".     <5  Src  ITyniPi 
■on  Hi't'l's  Evoriuiti):;  Lov<,  j^d  'ari,  i].  ;-.  %'..!;■;,  and  11-,  'r.y 
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Kut  tho'  you're  positive  enough, 
'i lus  wou't  be  ihoui^ht  sutiieitiil  proof. 
And  tilt lelore,  iVitud,  1  must  deny 
"  \\  lih  ipse  dixit  to  couip!) ."  * 

Salvation's  tonus,  tl.e  scripture  saitli, 
Are  penitencfe  and  iniug  faiili  ; 
ih'jietit  or  perish,  says  the  word,]; 
Believe  or  die,  s-mvs  Christ  th.e  i^ord.  i* 
Now  fit  ;ue  one  pl.iiu  question  ask, 
11:13  Chrisi  tor  you  piitoini'd  tlus  task  ? 
J  i  not,  how  hiis  he  then  done  all 
'1  hiit  may  be  tt^rus'd  conditional  ? 
Pejlu;ps  you'll  say, — God';j  blessed  Son 
Immensely  more  than  this  has  done. 
So  It  may  be,  but  jet  His  true 
He  aeicr  did-  ilicic  l/ii/^gsjor  i/ou  ;  j] 
The  very  nature  of  the  tacts 
Kt  quuo  lliey  should  be  your  own  acts  ; 
Ami  tho'  we  giant  the  pow'r  to  do 
Those  acts,  irom  God  aior.e  dues  flow  j 
Isevevtiieless  you  nuiy  depend 
God  ne'er  wiii  do  them  for  you,  friend ; 
Our  heart';,  acciistoiu'd  to  reb^l,  ) 

lie  never  will  pei force  compel  \- 

'lo  t.ike  tlie  road  to  heuv'n  ui  hell.         j 
Tor  how  should  God,  we;e  tins  the  case, 
K'er  judge  the  world  in  ri<i,hteou;iness  ? 

The  doctrine  which  you  next  have  fram'd, 
'I  hat's  tinal  perseverance  nam'd, 
A\  ilh  your  foregom  ^  syatem  nuist 
Stand  fast,  or  tali  into  the  dust ; 


*  Oi!0  I  C  Prior's  lines,     j  L\ike  xiii.  :).  ».     t  John  viii.  £'.— 
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Let  but  the  truth  of  one  be  prov'd, 
The  other  cannot  then  be  niov'd ; 
I'hey're  so  connected,  they  must  either 
Stand  iirndy  both,  or  iali  togellier. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think,  tho'  James 
His  brother  JMatthew's  sciienie  disckiini^,, 
And  lain  Avould  soften  here  and  diere 
A  point  he  thinlis  is  too  se^'ere, 
'1  iiough  harsli  expressions  he  displaces 
By  substituting  smootiier  phrases  ; 
(AVhich  yet  when  all  your  giossing's  past. 
Come  to  tiie  self-same  tilings  at  last,) 
Yetiigid  JVlatt.  as  tilings  1  view, 
S«;enis  more  consistent  far  than  you  ; 
Slill  both  your  scliemes  1  disbelieve, 
!Nor  his,  nor  yours,  for  truth  reeeive. 

Friend  James  impatiently  haf<  stay'd 
T;!!  Dirk  his  long  reply  had  muvie  ; 
At  length  his  anger,  like  a  blaze, 
IJariii:  ui  each  muscle  of  liis  face  ; 
And  thus,,  in  self-importaut  strain, 
lie  gave  hi3  answer  with  disdain  ; — 

James.     "tV  iKit  strange,  confounded  stu-Tyou 
.sneak  ! 
Your  arguments  are  very  we;  k  ! 
JMy  aimost  pity  you  excite 
AVhile  viewing  you  so  void  of  liglit  ! 
You're  quite  absorb'd  in  Wesley's  plan  ; 
That  blind  and  nuKuh-headed  iniui! 
if  some  kind  friends  would  take  the  paiu'i 
'^i'.)  shave  your  head,  and  wash  your  brains, 
The  gentle  waslier.and  (he  shaver 
You  well  might  ihank  for  such  a  fu%yur. 
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And  thanks  you'll  give,  in  proper  season, 
\\  hen  yon  have  once  regaiii'tl  your  reason  : 
Till  ihcn,  no  pleasure} on  will  iinci 
]]ul  ill  the^e  ravings  ot"  your  niiud. 
A  honvst  heart  you  may  [»osscss, 
J>ut  it  is  tlli'd  uilh  foolishness  ; 
You're  blind;  by  erior  held  in  thrall ; 
Or,  if  you  can  perceive  at  all, 
"lis  dimly  ;  like  the  man  who  sec s 
Men  \Valk  about  as  moving  trees. 
\  our  system  is  corrupt  1  see  ; 
'  i"is  rank  Arminian  heix^sy. 

Rii/.-.     Ava\  thus  you  let  your  nonsense  fall  I 
Iiank  heresy  my  words  you  call. 
L'an  I'uy  heretics  be  sav'd, 
W  hoic  notions  arc  so  much  depra\'d  : 

Jitmes.     I  will  not  riow  |;retend  to  sar 
W  hether  'tis  possible  they  may  ; 
But  if  tliey  are,  it  v.  ill  require 
'Ihat  they  be  saved  as  by  lire,  * 
Just  thrown  beyond  the  liery  gap. 
Or  snatched  from  the  devil's  lap. 

Rich.     Poor  mortals,  what  despair  they  feel 
\\  hen  brought  within  the  view  of  hell ! 
It  -.nakes  ine  tremble  when  I  think, 
How  heedless  they've  approach'il  its  brink. 
Is  not  your  judgment  loo  severe  r 

James.     No,  friend;  be  silent;  tho\i  shalt  hear, 
These  folks  God's  righteousness  deny, 
And  in  its  place  their  own  supply  ; 
'J"];e  glory  of  God's  grace  remove, 
And  in  its  stead  set  up  self-love  ; 

*  1  Cor.  iii.  lii. 
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Prale  of  ccuclilions  to  perform  ; 
At  gospel  doctrines  rave  aad  storm  ; 
Exalt  their  fiee-will  pow'rs  on  higii ; 
-Miike  Cliiist  liiiii-saviour  ;  and  deny 
God's  sov'reignty,  wl  leh    ifyouuuinc, 
Tlitir  cumal  hearts  are  m  a  flame  ; 
It  hurts  ihtir  pride,  it  grates  then- ear, 
The  hunibhng  theme  they  cannot  bear; 

Rich.     Do  spare  yourself;  take  time  to  breathe 
I^or  such  invectives  are  beuealh 
A  man's  ;egard  ;     yet  your  dispraise 
13riiigs  to  my  mind  what  Jesus  says  ; 
"  I  low  say'st  thou — Bi  other,  let  me  try 
"  To  pud  the  mote  cut  oj'  thine  eife  ; 
"   W  tiea  lo  !  a  beam  of  monstrous  size 
**  Obstructs  the  sight  of  tliine  own  eyes! 
**  Thou  hypocii'.el  Mrst  iearn  to  fiee 
*'  Thyyelt  from  tliat  v.hich.bliudelli  ihee  ; 
"  TIku  sLiiii  (hy  virion  eiear  espy 
"  The  mote  that  dims  thy  biolhtr's  eye.''* 
I  ihiuk,  niy  liiend,  as  thm^'s  i  view, 
These  words  arc  v.cli  apply'd  to  you  ; 
-For  while  you  i-lander,  scold  and  rail 
At  ihose  v>  ho  tell  aditl'rent  tate 
JMom  you  :  and  judge,  and  sneer  and  ch:dr. 
At  llieir  carnality  and  pride; 
i  ill  partial  men  nray  see  yov  teem 
\Vidi  the  snme  spnit  you  condemn; 
While  tln-ir  proud  tenipers  you  cltric'e, 
Your  own  swoin  heari  bbils  o'er  with  p.idt. 

Tiie  Methodists,  yovi  s^y,  dtny 
What  vou  have  cail'd  Gcai's  sov*i<  i<inlv. 


-y,- 


^  JIatt.  \\'.  4.  *. 
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Goer."  ?ov'icigiity,  my  friend  !  pray  what 

May  we  presume  you  meim  by  that: 

The  sacred  volume  v.ou'taiford 

One  sini;ie  sainple  of  the  word. 

Mean  you  p.  pow'r,  jtan'd  to  Lis  will, 

To  send  ten  miliiou  souls  to  hell  ? 

i  )r  if  you  chiisc  a  softer  phrase, 

To  pass  them  by,  di:i\y  them  grace, 

j:\ikV  let  ihein  sink  to  endless  v.c.e, 

();//;/  ueeause  he'll  have  it  so  r 

^\  hile  to  a  liille  chosen  few, 

He  sovVeigp.  mercy  deigns  to  shew, 

And  by  his  grace,  that's  freely  giv'n, 

Dra-.vj  them  all  forcibly  to  heav'n, 

7'hat  he  may  manifest  the  more 

The  glory  of  his  sov'reign  pow'r  ; 

_*uid  deni-onstrate  unto  all  nature. 

His  independence  on  the  ereatUie  ' 

Tliis  horrid  sysitem  I  deny 

As  ::n  absurd  blasphemous  lie; 

i-uch  tov'reigrily  as  this  may  suit 

A  wicked  sunit,  or  a  brute; 

Bat  never  make  such  imputation 

To  hnn,  who  governs  ail  creation  : 

It  is  ()j)posed  to  the  tide 

Of  all  his  attributes  beside  ; 

If  tins  nuist  sland,  the  rest  must  fall ; 

'"Tis  ii;consisttnt  with  them  all.  f 

Yom<i\\n  Calvmian  head  hr^t  frames 

A  sovVeiuniy  God  never  ciaiuLs, 

Then  m  the  v.^ge  of  your  n':!!.''ks 

Ag':li.>t  these  poor  j\.rii;iii.::u  ^p.^ks, 


C'oi.^iCL!;  (1,  J-.  l,v.  'C3. 

C:, 


34  A    FAMILIAR 


Who  insok'Ully  dare  refuse 

To  form  their  judgment  by  your  \iews, 

You  ceiLsurc  them  as  ovi  r  bold,  * 

As  using  reason  uncontroU'd, 

As  full  of  self,  with  folly  frauglit, 

An  canizl,  proud,  and  all  that's  auugiit. 

But  by  your  leave,  sir,  may  uot  \\^ 

\\  ith  quite  as  much  sincerity 

As  you,  or  any  other  friend, 

W'arvr.ly  and  earnestly  contend, 

l''or  vi  hat  ajipears  to  us  to  be 

i  he  geuun>.e  gosjjel  verily  ? 

A  lid  if  the  views  which  1  retain 

Xiific)'  from  you  and  other  men, 

Must  it  needs  be  that  you  see  right, 

^'^nd  1  am  blind,  and  short  of  sight  ? 

Is  it  not  possible  that  'you 

T\Iay  have  a  false,  eironcous  view  f 

And  while  your  system  you  detVnd 

From  those  who  'gaii^st  its  pints  contend  ; 

75  nd  I  attempt  to  do  tlie  saii'e, 

]'r;.,m  those  Vvho  censure  miue  and  bl:uT-e  ,; 

'Is  it  a  clear  undoubted  fact. 

That  1  from  carnal  motives  act  ? 

Tiiat  you  as  suiely  grace  inherit, 

And  speak  from  dictates  of  the  f-pirk  V 

A  conduct  ne'er  pursue  agara 

So  viiiiiigenuous  and  vnin  ! 

h. ,-;;.;  ad  of  usinj  f^iuiii'rous  artf, 

'io  ceiisurc  us,  and  Jiuigc  our  he;;rts, 

Ji:r';;"e  you  this  ralher,  not  to  lay 

A  stumbh.:.g  block  atlnvart  our  v>ay  ;  § 


*  See   Mr.  Scilon's   Vindication  bf  the  Churrh  of  Eni.land 

ffctn  tlip  Clrdrgi"  of-AL.so!i!ie  Pu'dc-.tiKiiticii,    p,   5.     j  Kcun. 
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Paul  hop'd  to  see  this  conduct  sliiuc 
In  all  profc'ssiug  grace  divine. 

However,  James,  'tis  false  that  we 
At  ajl  tleny  God's  so\'reignty  ; 
'  ris  ibeja/se  vietc  ol"  it  you  give 
Tlmt  we  oppose  and  disbtliove  ; 
W  e  do  not  this  because  our  pride 
Would  set  Jehovr.li's  pow'r  aside; 
Nor  think  we  thus  IVom  lack  of  liglit, 
Nor  from  a  carnal  appetite  : 
The  cause  is  this,  we  ihiuk  it  would 
IveHect  dishonour  upon  God  ; 
And  nu  st  disgraceful  would  it  prove 
L  nto  his  goodness,  truth  and  love. 
God's  sov'reignty  I  take  to  be 
An  amiable  quality ; 
From  hmi  receiviiig  its  direction  ; 
It  is  a  qualify  d  perfection,  f 
And  tho',   by  any  pow'r  without 
'Tis  uncontrollable,  no  doubt ; 
Yet  is  it  regulated  by 
1  lis  other  attributes  most  high. 
Nor  can  you  prove,  as  I  suppose, 
That  God,  from  whom  all  mercy  llow.s, 
At  any  period  did,  or  w  ill 
Condenm  a  single  soul  to  hell, 
Mc  rciy  ix'cause  his  sov'reign  pleasure, 
Adoplcd  such  a  ng'rous  measure. 
No,  iti  this  anful  v  crk,  my  iV.L.id, 
Mis  other  H'ti.lhit'-S  alit  :i(i,       * 
f  !:•  ju^tiv-e,  n  iricy,  truth  and  grace  ; 
And  none  excct  ds  its  [..roper  piace  ; 


t  .Sif  liii^^li  K'-;C\'?  J.c'.lci-  1o  Ja.-ob  Ctnvn^  p.  i;3. 
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In  Strict  coasitency  M'iib  these, 
lie  plans  his  iov'ieign,  liiyh  derreea. 
V  iew  not  our  God  as  moved  by 
Self-love  or  paitlblity, 
Vv'ho  either  wiileih  or  desires, 
Or  whose  cvn  sacred  law  requires 
riiat  he,  the  source  of  gooduess,  niiist 
At  his  poor  helpless  creatures'  coit. 
Display  his  giovy  yet  the  more, 
By  excrciie  of  sov'reiga  pow'r. 
[  u<  liible  la  -eouceive  of  God, 
AsofatiLcl,  partial,  proud, 
Capricious  tyrtiut ;  but  your  scheme 
E>.cites  these  humbling  thoughts  of  him. 

Ti.c2r  crimes  you  afterwards  pouitray, 
/uu  ii}  your  accusations  say, 
Tiiat  t:ity  deny  God'.-?  liglucousness, 
^ti;]  s-teui  -he  glory  of  his  grace  ; 
'ihcir  frce-viiii  powrs  aloud  prockmi  j 
Give  Jesiis  sciucely  luUi  lis  hme  j 
Talk  of  couditions  in  lhc;r  plan, 
Aud  something  to  be  done  by  man  ; 
V/ith  other  charges  which  you  bring. 
Of  this,  and  that,  and  t'other  dii.'y^. 
lIo"\\evcr,  James,  that  ihey  deny 
Ghribt's  righteousness,  is  sure  a  lie  ; 
They  bui  endeavour  to  defend  > 

Folks  from  the  dangers  that  attend       ^♦■ 
E/roitcuus  vieK's  of  it,  my  friend  ;         > 
Whatc'er  the  woVd  of  God  afhims 
Of  fiee-will,  and  of  gospel  terms 
'jlat  th^-y  ^Ti^  'Tice;  tl  en  with  fresh  zeal 
I  ato  ..'  t.  L  oie  they  appeal. 
'('K^se  li::n,\s  poor  nn  Jdy-hc'-'  d  Jo!. a 
(To  use  your  pi:r;;';e)  };uL;i  IsxlJlj  s!;<\ui ; 
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Stllon,  and  oilier  mt n  recite 
Vlu:  same  great  truths  hi  all  they  write. 
Have  you  e'er  read  llieir  wiiliugs,  iiei^libour  ? 

James.     Not  I ;  nor  is  it  Avortli  my  lubour  j 
They  are  not  woith  a  single  pull', 
Poor,  legal,  inconsistent  stuti  ! 
I  v.oudcr  much  that  you  sliouid  lay 
Such  stress  on  vvliat  these  jpeople  say  ; 
'Tis  owing,  I  perceive,  to  thiMii, 
'fliat  you've  iinbib'd  this  wild-o;oo3e  sc'neiiie. 
'i  hv.re  is  ".  pamphlet  neatly  done, 
liituled  ".Wesley  against  John," 
Or  "John  'gainst  VVesiey,"  one  o'tli'  iwo, 
But,  Richard,  eidier  way  will  do; 
This  curious  book  at  large  recites 
V\  hat  incousistciit  stuii  he  writes, 
And  shews  the  reader  clear  and  fair, 
What  bungling  work  his  doctrines  aie  ! 
Some  g<^spel  docinues  he  respects, 
Uthcij  he  parti;iliy  rejects; 
\e*.  ave  they  jumbled,  mix'd  and  joja'd, 
\\'  iCa  CiTors  ot  so  gross  a  kind, 
1  know  not,  were  all  else  iurgiv'n, 
\\  hether  he  e'er  could  get  to  heav'n. 
Who  undertakes  to  lix  his  creed  'j" 
\\  ill  llnd  a  tedious  task  mcieed  ; 
He's  been  for  lifty  years  almost,  *" 

rroin  system  unlo  system  tosl ; 

1  St-e  t'.iu  E'cvcn  L(  ttirs  coninionly  ascriLct!  to  ?vlr.  H(  iv(  y. 
a;;  !  Mr.  To;)ladyN  Let- or  to  r.'!r.  W^  -ky,  wirli  o'l.c-r  liilv  j  i.b- 
;!••  vtio".*; ;  wlu-re  t'lf  aiiii^i.e  i..i:i;.>  ai.'i  s.'i.^  iii  :ii^  ui!.i:i  ;■  :f 
w'.i;  :i  James  lakrs  ri-^o  of  on  tiii/J  «;".'d  iv>L.,  u  ^v  he  ti.^;'.!:  !, 
cit;.'  I  (?i  recti  y  or  in  Inrctiy,  i.i  a  pi.:-iliviof  r, ):;•;!,.  d^ivesc!  -; , 
;3;;'.!lic  i  Ui  A'r.  Wc  'ry  ;  in -i'!rs  H ;  r.-it  v:;ri>'-ty-/t';U-'iii'»'=>;iilc 
!.>.:i.iia  I-  li'Ki-.tl'y  i-!-l<r.' ;•  1  iij-cii  l:"y.. ':'\;k!  ti.iie  Jj  t'lhc.  by  a 
vr^iit  i.;;.r  ,i.r  (iiUllitr  0.u'.ii'.!>ti j  v.r.t.r.i. 
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Yet  all  this  while,  the  ■vvav'iing  man, 
Could  ne'er  iix  one  consistent  plan; 
His  sentiments  for  ever  jar. 
His  doctrnies  with  each  other  are 
For  ever  at  intestine  war  ; 
Sure,  contradiction  ne'er  did  see 
So  true  a  friend  and  devotee. 
IVlany  there  are  who  will  gainsay 
Vv  hat  other  men  for  truth  display  ; 
But  to  this  man  all  one  it  seems, 
Whether  his  own,  or  others'  schemes 
Of  being  faulty  he  convict, 
So  that  he  may  but  contradict ! 
He  dictates  to  his  purblind  troop, 
As  if  he  was  their  haughty  Pope. 
He's  labour'd  many  years  together, 
To  shew  himself  as  the  bell-welher 
Among  his  weak  bewilder'd  throng, 
And  leads  deluded  thousands  wrong. 
I've  known  him,  Dick,   of  late  behave 
No  better  tiian  a  common  knave  ; 
Yes  truly,  I  have  known  him  be 
Guilty  of  downright  forgery ; 
A  for^^ery  so  vile  and  base. 
In  ahnost  any  other  case. 
At  least  would  bamsli  him  tlie  nation. 
By  casting  him  for  transportation  : 
If  iieavier  doom  he  dul  not  iind. 
And  swiiig  at  Tyburn,  in  the  ^^ind. 
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llir's  a  poor,  mean,  religious  c[uack  ; 

l\l  si:-i\e  a!i  soon  with  chimncv-jack, 

111  liis  (lurk  garb  and  J^ooty  tri:n, 

As  canvas  arguments  with  /■■/;/;. 

V>  hateVr  might  be  liis  fernier  stale, 

Apostate  lie  has  turn'J  of  hite  ; 

I've  also  Iseaid  it  said,  that  he 

i  fas  broach'd  a  dreadful  heresy  ; 

A  lying  sophister  ;  a  man 

W  hose  tott'nnj^,  weak  religious  plan 

And  pniiciples,  too  rjitcn  are 

Cen  popish  sehemes  of  failh  to  bear. 

A  connnon  pest  the  man  must  be  ! 

A  nuisance  to  society  ! 

Seiion  is  al*o  undcr-tood 
To  be  H  man  not  over  good; 
The  Methodists  of  fornier  days 
W  itiiueld  from  him  their  fulsome  picilsc. 
His  tomjttr,   far  as  1  can  learn. 
Is  sour,  iinmauncriy  and  stern  ; 
j\iid  if  fair  fuiJie  lias  not  belied  him, 
'f'he  very  maids  could  not  abide  him  ; 
lie  never  yet  profess'U  to  be 
Possest  of  gospel  liberty  ; 
Never  in  his  c<!id  heart  abode 
A  suf^le  spark  of  love  to  God  ; 
I 'is  bi'it  ii,  weak,  abusive  writing 
( )ii  no  account  is  woitii  n  citing  ; 
'(  lie  works  he  has  produc'd,  are  all 
Must  sadiy  diabolical  ; 
Against  the  truth  he  draws  his  sword  ; 
A  vile  perverter  of  God's  word  ! 
I  lis  writings  well  deserve  the  lire, 
Or  treaduiu  in  the  dut  and  mire. 
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Rk'i.     Know  you  the  man,  except  by  name  ? 
Or  have  yoa  rca.l  ihc  woiks  you  biame  ? 

JirtiU's.     The  nran  1  know  not,  nor  have  read 
Mi'.ch  of  hii  works  ;  but  hear  it  said 
'i  hat  tilings  aie  llius  ;  by  tiiis  1  goj 
And  leave  the  rest  for  you  to  know . 

Riclrard  arose,  avid  left  his  phicc, 
Vvith  kindiino;  unacr  in  hii  face, 
AuJ  thus  wil'}  gcn'rous  warmth  resented 
The  vile  abiHe  \\hieh  James  had  vented; 

Jlidi.     O  :-hor.king,  James!  of  all  ihr  crew 
Of  sland'riiig  folks  i  ever  knew, 
Of  all  who  have  tlieir  ueiglsbor.rs  curst, 
You  are  undoubtedly  the  wor^i ! 
"   Knave,  -vvild-gooyc,  oyst!  r--woman,  quaek. 
"  7\posiate,  idiot,  chinmey-jack  ; 
"  A  lying  sophister  !  a  Pope, 
"  Bellwelliev  of  a  piuhlmd  lioop  ! 
"  A  pest  and  nuisance  to  the  nation ; 
"  Forgery — Tyburn — tran'-portation  i* 
Will;  niany  other  terms  as  vi!e. 
Appear  to  be  your  fav'rite  stile  ! 
Selion's  ili-ii:itur'd,  stern  and  proud, 
Perverter  of  the  word  of  God  ; 
Ills  works  abusive,  w  eak,  and  ail 
Vile',  drcadfid,  diabohcal ; 
Deserving  to  be  burnt,  and  he 
Devoid  of  gospel  liberty  ! 
\;  l:at  circu!nsla!ict:.s  (  •  u  exeis'c 
'i  ;;is  s!;ui(l'K>;is  tone:it  of  abKsc  '■ 
Or  ciai:.)  aou  in  ;  :veh;::i\e  ri::ht 


i  o  :u:i  ai  oihcr  liie!-,  aufi  Lue  ; 
And,  till  your  s;>j:luv1  an^^jr  e;.asc:;, 
'Vo  pi;:'  tLc.r  n..'.:e  and  <:;;■:  d  in  |  iee^ 
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In  the  appraurlung  solcuui  nu}, 
Vv  he'll  ev'iy  idle  uoid  v.e  say, 
^^  itii  ev'iy  harsh,  Utiurious  tliought, 
Bt'tore  tlic jiidv>uieni-stiit  is  brought; 
ill  liiat  gioat  day,  by  conscience  siiutten, 
1  l;tse  voids  will  on  your  heart  he  written  ; 
^^  hell,  .sih'-coiidenui'd,  in  dire  disgrace, 
0'i<.nig  dt irons  you  u.ust  lind  a  place. 

But  tl;o'  sxiu  make  so  git;at  a  uiock 
Ot"  Wesley,  and  his  piiibtuid  tlock, 
^  et  cv'ry  person  miist  confess, 
i  hat  he  has  iahoni'd  uiih  success 
Chitriv  among  I'lie  lowtr  lanks, 
bor  whic'i  l;e  has  my  hcatiy  thank-i. 
(ii-cat  numbers  you,  my  liicnd,  have  know* 
^^  iio  signs  of  penitence  have  shew  n  ; 
(t  is  weii  known,  that  ihty  before 
AVouId  driiik;  and  rant,  and  sw  ear,  and  whore  ; 
r»ut  now  tliey're  sober,  chaste  and  nnhi, 
Their  mouths  no  more  with  curses  ii:i  u  ; 
.Viid  arc,  as  any  one  may  stc, 
-M  vie  ustful  to  society  ; 
Since  they,  ha\e  chang'd  llieir  former  lives. 
They're  better  fallieis,  husbands,  mIvcs  ; 
r  nto  th.eduties  of  tiieir  stations, 
And  all  the  chiims  of  their  relations!    ' 
T'ley  con.>cienl;ou.-!v  alUHvl; 
In  this  1  neitiier  comprehend 
Exeijiption  from  eternal  p;.in, 
Nor  rndlcss  glory  which  t'.ey  gain. 
Putting  those  ccmsequences  by, 
>so  man  will  venture  to  deny 
(  However  some  may  think  it  5:trange) 
'ihat  there's  a  iniglity  moral  chaiigf, 
Among  these  pub-he  dregs  and  slaiiisi, 
i'^tfected  by  John  Wesh  y's  s'aeans. 
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]  oi'  t'ai.s  lie  \\  tli  desf^rves,  1  deem, 

i\l  lensi.  some  measure  of  esteem  ; 

I  lliiiik  these  men  were  never  made 

"^iV)  ('uit  their  suis  by  Satan's  aid; 

1  therefore  mast  conclude  his  to:l 

Is  lighten'd  by  his  Father's  smiie. 

If  so,  how  careful  shoidd  yon  be 

Not  lo  obsiriict  his  nuiiisa  v, 

Lest  in  the  end,  my  friend,  }ou  .shtruld 

l>e  found,  in  this,  oppo-ing  God  I 

i\e  oft  obser.v'd,  niy  friend,  beside, 
\\  hen  \Ve^^I!y's  folks  a:e  muliipiy'd, 
It  never  fads  to  add  ihi-  more 
To  those  d;at  loilow  Calvin's  hjre. 
For  manv  of  these  me'.;,  A\ho  hate 
^^  ere  roused  from  then"  carnal  slate 
By  means  of  W  esh.y,  or  tit  those 
N^  ho  h:bour  with  iiMn  in  the  cause  ; 
Uliinkin;!  they  have  a  clearer  sight, 
j^iid  tetiino-  ii;to  irreattr  liyht, 
1^'en  uilo  broad  Calviuian  day, 
Perceive  miicli  l)etter  (as  they  say) 
Bv  scanniii'v  things  hi  Culvm's  view , 
And  come  by  hundreds  o  er  to  you. 

A\  herever  Wesley  once  appear^ 
He  brings  liis  troop  of  Pioneers, 
\>  ho  all  neglected  parts  explore 
By  paths  but  seldom  trod  before. 
l'\e  often  made  the  observation 
How  in  each  long  peiegrination,) 
They  vi-it  many  wicked  places, 
Where  Calvinists  ne'er  shew 'd  tin  ir  face*; 
Xo  men  of  God  there  to  invite  tlu  ni, 
But  ratlier  Beliahs  sons  to  smite  them  j 
No  discontented  paity  giving 
Pair  proffers  of  u  handsome  ii\inj  ; 
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No,  not  ^o  n:ii(„h  as  e't'ii  that  poor 
£iK  oiirageiiU'Ut,  an  open  door  : 
'ritii.s  have  thty  vei v  olltii  'j,oiu', 
!). -pi^rn,  tVii-ii(!L*r-s,  and  alc-ue, 
L.\j7t».s'd  to  all  tjie  lage  uud  spile 
( »t  tiiiioiis  mobs,  those:  sens  ot  iiiiiht  ! 
\»  hcrever  suiners  they  uu^ht  iiiL^it, 
In  licld,  or  laarkct-piice,  or  stJttt, 
^Aud  nrtach'd  the  woi.i  ;   while  ciiU's  and  kick-: 
Abusive  langna^^e,  stones  aad  bricks, 
Bh)\As,  threat'nmgs,  street-dirt,  chainiel  dreg' 
Potatoes,  tmuip^,  rotten  eggs, 
^\  ith  oaihs  and  e.n-es  ail  aitiuu!, 
Iia\e  been  tiie  wileon.e  t;K\  have  t'onnd. 
^  et  often  i^as  I'leir  graeiou?  JLord 
Been  pleas'd  to  ov.u  aiul  bless  Ibi  ir  word, 
And  in  such  j^laces  uer  bdorc ' 
M  hem,  to  tlieir  jt>y,  an  open  do-jr, 
\\  hile  many  of  tlse  moot  stout  hearted 
Have  \eryofter»  been  converted. 

Most  frcqr.c-itly  in  cv'ry  piace, 
\\  here  this  has  been  the  happy  eri.-;e. 
No  sooner  hav(,'  their  in  ;•  i.ijgs  b'.eu 
Join'd  by  a  set  of  serious  men, 
\\  hen  preaeliers  n>ight  r.broud  be  seen 
Aiui  were  [>eMnitted  lo  be  eie.a; 
W  hen  ihey  might  preaeh  wilhoul  a  riot, 
Atid  tilings  were  toll  rab!y  quiet  ; 
Av  lieji  ihu'.g^  hrive  thus  fur  s::iood;ly  gone, 
^  our  jiarty,  Janies,  eonif  s  pouring;  on 
To  pull  and  tear  uilli  ::ii  dieu'  might, 
.\iu\  tell  ti'.eir  tales  of  gieau  r  light  ;     * 
^^  it!i  their  big  lieartf'j  repdete  w  it'.i  hot  /.i-v.l, 
And  their  mouths  f(dl  of  <josp/el  i  r^ospel ! 
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To  gospe!  docuine?,  gospel  liglit, 
1  litse  sucking  babes  ihey  sti  aii^lit  invite, 
As  iho'  aiiioui^  tlieir  buiy  baud, 
They  shar'ct  ihe  go-^pii  ot  the  land  ; 
\  et  IS  this  famous  gospel  stile,  ~i 

^\  herewith  they  tmiplc  souis  bt  guile,  > 
But  Calvin's  gospel  ail  the  ulule  ;         } 
How  e'er,  they  vt  ay  otlen  raise 
A  cluucii  troai  \V  esity's  runaways. 

Now  since  the  inference  is  plain, 
'J^hat  their  increase  sliil  proves  your  gain;; 
E'en  pure  sclt-iurrest  shouid  engage 
\  o'ar  ?ect  to  mitigate  the  rage 
Coneciv'd  by  tlieui,  and  by  their  teachers 
i\gauiol  Joliii  Wesley  and  Ins  preacliers. 

James.      He  and  his  preachers  are  well  metf 
'  A  pitiiui  and  w  retehed  set ! 
Do  Lul  exannne  theni,  you'll  find 
^1  hey 're  mostly  iguoiuntand  bhiid, 
liiiieiate,  v\eak,   uuknowmg  men, 
And  rank  enlhusiasls,  who  when 
'Ihey'ie  weary  otthtir  sev'ral  trades, 
(As  cobleis,  tailors,  and  such  blades,) 
Kenounce  the  woiid,  its  toil  and  stiifcj 
T.O  lead  an  i<:lie,  saunt'ung  life  ; 
And  tho'  scarce  haviiig  eomnion  sense, 
Rehgious  hoiders-foi  ih  commence, 
And  pour,  in  phrase  uncouth  and  rough, 
A  flood  of  incoherent  stuff. 

Indeed  'lis  true,  anioruj;  this  kind, 
\  O'  soiiie  of  Lcile:'  parts  may  i\:\<A  ; 
(  M'  these  git  at  uunibeiK,  wiien  the  Lord 
(i.\('S  ll'.wii  ii'iht  kix'-wjed-ie  of  lii,s  w.'.i.'l. 
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A\  lun  ho  the  gospel  doctrine  shews, 
And  favours  thcni  vvhli  clearer  views, 
Renounce  Jolin  Wesley  a:Kl  his  teachers. 
And  join  ih'  enlighten'd  gospel-preachers  ; 
^^  here  presently  each  of  them  shines 
Among  the  best  of  our  divmes. 
They  tlien  \>ilh  zeal  oppose  the  more 
'J'hose  errors  which  they  taught  ucfore. 

Y5u  see,  ti!c  men  of  greatest  s{  nsc 
Calvinians  soon  or  iatc  coainu  nee  ; 
A  Circumstance  ofnosniali  weight 
"^i  (»  prove  taeii-  scuenie  of  doctrines  rigl\t, 
As  ihi'V  must  needs  more  kiiowmg  be 
Thaii  iiien  of  lcs3  capacity. 

Ji/V/?.     If  doctrines  must  acceptance  claim, 
Because  men  of  uislmguish'd  fame 
Jv^pou?o  them,  tijcj),  i  tlnnk  it  tiue, 
^\  eshy  will  bring  as  good  a •  you. 
But  tliis  remaik  is  vc»y  trite, 
Forev'ry  sect  wonid  t'len  bj  riglit, 
If  It  couid  rcekou  w.  its  classes 
A  man  vJ.o  common  nit^a  suipa-^es; 
An.l  uu  n  of  sense,  in  ev'iy  roiUid 
Of  sect  or  party  may  be  faiuul. 
It  seems  that  you  woidd  take  for  granted, 
'i'he  riiison  v.liy  tiiepc  ins:!!  reciUiled 
'i  lit  ir  i'<);i>!er  scheiue,   was  greats  v  1-ght, 
A  lid  undcrs'-yudnig  litjclnius  riglit. 
IJut,  .some  demur  sMuy  \\«  li  Le  m-'.de, 
I  li.iuk,  my  fiui'.',!,   to  Vil.at  \ou  i-raid,    - 
Aiid  oi'u  r  iUvtLivt. .'  l.e  as •■■.••. o'd 
I-'oi  I,  IS  ileir  swdvitu  cb.atige  of  mind. 
T\rli:.p';  d.ey  d;o-!g!;l  :i  woid)  iut<  ntiou 
'i'hul  ilivy  iiuglit  g'jl  a  'k'IC  r  }>;  iismn  ; 
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(yti  the  look-out  roriieedi'ul  pcif, 

(jcuteelK  to  |)rov:de  for  sell, 

'i'liey  e.-i.'.M  liiut  scheme,  Avhcre  ll!-^}-  miglit  imd 

'I  U'lv  nil  ix- -A,  ease,  iiiid  lioiiour  joiii'd. 

Ari'i  iu,\v  I  v.iii  appeal  to  yon, 
if  yju  (loii'i  ri'.iiik  wiiat  follows  true  ; 
'I'ljere  nteds  no  gicat  dep;ree  of  iiglit, 
N«'o  rnigldy  clearing  of  llie  sight. 
To  see,  my  friend,  as  clear  as  day, 
That  certc'.iu,  settled,  handsome  paj 
A  comfortable  home  beside, 
With  ev'ry  needfu.l  thii^g  s.iipplv"d, 
is  Hiost  alluring  to  tjje  wretch, 
\V  iiose  appetite  is  on  the  stretrji 
Of  co:iimo:i  f'od  to  get  enough  : 
i'or  ci.jtliing,  any  rugted  sl'.ift 
Vv  ill  suit  (hese  vfu,  until  iiipv've  got 
1  his  good-y  heniage  and  lol. 

The  rn-M'  h  in  a  bhivled  state, 
Vvho  caviot  du'v  estimate 
The  woiih  of  foiiv^core  pounds  a  year, 
^Vid)  hoiiS!\  aiid  tire,  and  taxes  clear ; 
A\  itii  co!i:plcn":ri!t  of  n.eal  and  diink. 
Little  to  ';•>,   uuCi  Itss  to  t;ii!;k  ; 
For  if  \vidi  pure  elect  io,i  fare 
J^e  stiu'f' hi-;  flock, — there  ends  hi-i  care.; 
Then  he  hi:s  no  -rvpaT  wrrd  '.o  stir; 
is  hoKonrd  wilu — \  oi;r  lic\"if  iirr,    I'ir  ; 
Oil  Si!ii.ia%  s  pveacht  s  ;   li"  he  pii  j,n<; 
i'mlher  ii)  mt', !•;!:;:!  :l;:^  (  ase, 
A  S:'"n(ni  V'.w  aiiu  th;  n  beside, 
.For  v.hieli  he's  'sviii;  a  treat  snjjiL'.i  ; 
Sonu'tiiucs  a  coach  lo  triki"  U;'.";  iiir'; 
A  grntei  1  diiss,  an  ^  asy  ci;;:ir, 
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^^  licrt^n  to  sit,  and  break  a  )ok,% 
And  lau2;li  at  Wesley's  i"oo!isli  lolk, 
\\  ho  truv'iic  about,  and  .■5or.unhiu:s  lack 
A  decent  eov'iing  for  tiuir  back. 

All  tills  is  mucii,  inueh  better  than 
To  be  a  rambling  \\  esleyan, 
AVIm)  aKvays  is  content  to  share 
A  thread-bare  coat  and  simple  fare  ; 
'J\)  loflge  (instead  on  bed  of  down) 
^^  ith  some  poor  simple  coUage-clown  ; 
To  be  removil  from  place  to  place, 
And  scarce  allow'dto  shew  his  face  ; 
In  danger  too  from  mobl)iiig-strife 
Of  losing  either  limb  or  life  ; 
^^  l-.ile  preaching  once  at  least  a-day 
Jle  talks  his  very  lungs  away ; 

Jatncf'.     Hold,  Richard  !  not  so  very  fast ! 
The  bounds  of  prudence  you  have  past. 
Wesley's  poor  men  would  all  be  glad, 
If  opportunity  they  had, 
1  iie  footsteps  of  their  friends  to  trace, 
Am\  each  to  get  a  better  place  ; 
7  hey  only  swim  in  \V'esley's  water, 
Because  ihey  cannot  mend  tlie  matter. 

Rich.     Your  vain  assertions,  friend,  I  mu«<: 
Inform  you  plainly,  are  unjust: 
v\niong  tin;  j)ersons  plac'd  by  you 
In  such  a  mean  and  ^elfish  view, 
I  knirw  some  very  worthy  men, 
\\  ho  su<:h  low  motives  would  disdain. 
But  this  egregious  objection 
Is  made  by  you  without  reflection  ; 
For  mai'.y  by  //our  parfij  sent. 
Are  in  tl;e  same  predicament; 
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Ste  Tommy,  Billy,  George,  and  Jemmy, 
Just  stepp'd  oiitol  the  academy  ! 
They're  glad  at  iirst  a  place  to  lake, 
Wliieli  tliiity  pounds  a  year  may  make. 
Then  ihtir  dear  Hock, — O!  t/iei/'d  iiot  kave'em, 
]•}»'  e\'i'  so  much,  if  you'll  believe  'em  : 
.IIul  if  a  greater  living  fitih:, 
W  hy  ihtn,  'tis  pi  uvidettce  tlir.1  c:;!l^- ; 
Ti'ici/  Jtced  not  moitei/,  no,  not  f/iei/  ; 
TU  pioiidence  foutts  out  llidr  uau  ; 
']  hese  faultless  el.ian;_tlii».gs  iiivM?ys.  find., 
'i  hat  provii'eme  is  very  kmd  ! 
It  ne'er  disturbs  it.eif  Lv  oivinj* 
its  favourites  a  poorer  living  ; 
I\o,   no;   it  shew  s  more  love  and  gVacc, 
And  always  finds  a  better  place. 
7'/fj/  zcoiit  their  pre>:eii!  pock  aLtise, 
Hut  thej/  can  l,e  0/  ^)ealer  use  ; 
How  can  t}:»  y  r  zc/u/,  the  }iund,er  there. 
Of  precious  souls,  is  mote  than  here  ; 
Their  courage  p)oinpts  them  on  to  face 
noiite  reii^iiiiig  error  of  the  place  ; 
To  comLat  schism  in  zealous  f-ght, 
Jli.d  sel  the  neifd/ii;,'^  hlocldteuds  r/<yhf ; 
Vr  jading  hc/c,  at  least  t  expose 
111  erroneous  doctrines  of  their  foes  ; 
Their  zcioug  coureits  to  kid:  and  cujf, 
And  gi:e  Ihem  genuine  gospti  sUif. 

Tiius  having  stecr'd  their  passage  wide 
From  rocks  oi  avarice  and  priue ; 
(I'nc'instian  vices,  'lis  wtU  known 
Which  DO  good  Parson  cares  to  own  ;) 
Anci  gi'. iiig  aruumeuts  to  |>reve, 
Their  ^«o«s  motives  for  reiiiove, 
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With  tears  they  preach  farewell  discourses, 
And  go  elsewhere  to  raise  fresh  forces. 

Jomes.     What  anr;i y  words  your  heart  dcvisrs, 
When  once  your  spitihii  ciiokr  rises  ! 
Now  1  ;au  fiure  'lis  very  needful 
Our  youthful  parsons  should  be  heedful 
To  keek  out  for  some  better  places, 
^^  hen  their  small  progeny  increases. 
^  hat  jTittanee  would  iIr  uisclves  sustain 
Cannot  their  wives  and  babes  maintain. 
So  that,  in  such  a  case  as  this, 
I  tinnk  the  lads  act  not  amiss, 
Tho'  they  should  earnestly  be  striving 
To  get  themselves  a  betttT  living  : 
J>ark  prejudice  obstructs  your  sight. 
Displaying  things  in  a  bad  light 
Kespecting  Calviuists,  for  here 
\ ou're  most  iil-naturdly  severe, — 

Rich.     Not  more  so  than  my  reprimander ; 
And  "  Sauce  for  goose  is  sauce  for  gander^" 
(Jur  homely  proverb  says  ;  and  truly, 
You  must  believe,  reHect  but  duly, 
You  well  deser\e,  as  things  appear, 
'llie  application  of  it  here  : 
For,  but  a  little  while  ago, 
^  on  did  on  Wesley's  men  bestow 
The  very  motives  1  repeat ; 
Tint  no  excuse  would  you  admit. 
^  et  soon  as  I  remark  the  same 
Mean  conduct  in  your  priests,  and  blame 
riieir  higii,  ambitious  Views,  why  then 
I  m  prejudic'd,  and  full  of  spleen, 
l^ut  surely  you  have  jud^'d  amiss 
\\\  ( )ui»gin<r  me  with  prejudice  ; 
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For  you  can  soon  for  your  own  kind 

A  mitigating  salvo  tint! ; 

Not  once  reflecting  that  your  pleas 

Are  just  as  good  apologies 

For  changes  made  by  Wesley's  teachers, 

As  those  of  your  tine  gospel  preachers. 

For  if  the  pleas  your  parsons  use,  i 

\\  ill  justify  their  selfish  views, 

The  same  will  W  csley's  men  excuse,  y 

James,     The  v  armth  you  shew  in  their  defence^, 
Js  most  decisive  evidence 
I'hat  you  woald  now  appear  to  be 
One  of  their  rare  society  : 
Altho'  from  what  at  first  you  said, 
One  Uiight  conclude  you  had  not  made 
A  choice  of  any  system  yet, 
But  only  were  in  search  of  it ; 
'j'hat  yon  were  of  unsettled  mind, 
And  had  your  principles  to  find  ; 
3^ut  now  you  seem,  in  my  opinion. 
To  be  a  thorough-bred  Arminiau. 

likh.     I  own  ingenuously  to  you, 
I  think  their  doctrines  nearly  true  ; 
Altho'  I  am  not  of  their  sect, 
Yet  I  their  ministers  respect. 
Wish  well  to  what  they  chiefly  teach, 
And  often  go  to  hear  them  preach  ; 
J3ut  bigot  I  am  not  so  heaj  ty, 
To  people,  principles  or  parly. 
But  that  if  any  one  can  shew 
My  tenets  are  not  just  and  true, 
I'll  all  that's  wrong  to  him  resign 
M  hose  views  are  nu>re  correct  thon  mlae. 


James.     ^Vl)ile  at  tlu'ir  preachings  you  attend, 
I  never  hope  to  see  yon  mend. 
When  mongrel  chnrclie.s  once  begin 
To  man-age  w  ithont  diseipline, 
Numbers  ot  stragglers  Hock  around 
\\  here'er  such  hititude  is  found  ; 
And  thus  are  rais'dyour  chosen  sect, 
\\  lio  all  clmrch-govermnent  uegiecl. 
So  tli;^t  if  this  confused  breed, 
Oi  cither  (tnrnance*  stan«l  in  tiieed. 
Owe  nuist  run  here,  another  there, 
To  church,  or  meetinu-,  any  where. 
Tiiey've  no  chinch  olHcers  of  worth, 
As  ciders,  deacons,  and  s;)  forth  ; 
Their  very  prea<hers  are  such  poor 
\\  cak  Uien,  as  hardly  ever  bore 
That  name  among  a  sect  before ; 
An  unordaiu'd  mechanic  clan, 
Commi.ssion'd  nor  by  iiod,  nor  man  ! 
Such  an  unwieldy,  motley  throng 
Did  ne'er    to  an\  clun-ch  belong. 

llu'h.     By  your  big  words  I  ani  not  under 
Any  the  least  surprise,  or  w  oudet ; 
I'Or  by  my  bible  I  am  told. 
This  was  the  lot  in  time  of  old, 
C)f  Matthew,   Andrew,   Peter,    Paul, 
And  other  christian  nuMi,  who  all 
Were  held  in  nndeserv'd  disgrace, 
Jiy  the  whoh;  pharisaic  race. 

Nevertheless,  1  ilo  in  jrart 
Agiee  with  you  with  all  my  lieart^ 

'  liaptiKiii,  or  the  Lord'*  Supptr. 
I)  a 


} 
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As  to  the  last  remarks  you  made, 

And  what  yoii  of  church-order  said. 

V\'^ere  they  a  full  dissent  to  make, 

And  the  esta])li,shment  forsake, 

They  might  dispense,  besides  the  word, 

The  holy  supper  of  our  Lord  ; 

Might  rprinkle  all  their  proselytes 

According  to  baptismal  rites  ; 

And  thus  among  themseKes  embrace 

Every  ordinance  of  grace  ; 

Which  would  be  more  convenient  far 

I  own,  than  being  as  they  are. 

This  great  defect  of  system  draws 

Thousands  of  persons  from  their  cause. 

Iliis  thing  they  should  no  more  neglect, ' 

But  wise,  decisive  means  project 

For  changing  thei*"  excluding  plan, 

As  soon  as  possibly  they  can. 

Not  that  I  Uike  the  case  to  be 

Of  absolute  ne  cessity  ; 

For  here  1  tliink  their  situation  i 

Is  not  of  such  consideration,  ^' 

As  to  endanger  their  salvation  ;  3 

'Tis  only  needful,  as  it  bn;igs 

Conveniv-^nces  in  these  few  things. 

What  you  say  of  them  as  a  clan, 
That's  neither  sent  by  God  nor  man, 
Shews  you  right  willing  to  degrade  ; 
Yet  'tis  not  prot'd,  but  merely  said ; 
And  only  sei vts,  I  lliink,  to  prove 
Your  want  of  candoiu-  and  of  love. 

The  Lor  J  declar'd  to  those  that  went 
Of  old  to  pi  each,  but  were  not  sent ;  t 
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That  their  bold,  unrequired  call 
Should  do  men's  souls  no  good  at  all. 
From  these  strong  worda  tliey  doubtless  might 
Know  their  commission  \ms  not  right. 

Again  tlie  Lord  Jehovah  savf,  * 
"  Who  turn  men  from  their  wicked  wa\«, 
"  And  cause  the  sinners  to  repent, 
**  Are  surely  by  my  Spirit  sent."' 
Nowthis,  I  think,  with  justice  I 
To  Wesley's  preachers  may  apply : 
For  by  their  word,  which  you  despise, 
If  you  will  credit  your  own  eyes, 
Thousands  have  been  to  God  converted; 
Their  evil  ways  have  quite  deserted  j 
Are  dra\\  n  from  iallea  nature's  night, 
And  out  of  darkness  into  light; 
These  facts  without  a  doubt  will  prove 
Their  mission  to  be  from  above. 

James.     Far  as  you  can,  I  find  you  will 
At  any  rate  defend  them  still. 
But  I've  another  great  objection  ; 
What  think  you,  friend,  of  their  perfection? 
Tliey  make  of  this  renown'd  affttir 
Consummate  nonsense  I  declare  ! 
As  weak  a  doctrine  1  maintain, 
As  e'er  was  forg'd  by  muddled  brain ! 
'llie  men  who  dream  themselves  perfected 
Are  far  from  what  I  first  expected  : 
I  thought  to  see  them  holy,  pure, 
In  know  ledge  and  in  faith  mature  ; 
Instead  of  which  I  can  behold 
None  but  the  most  deceiving,  bold, 

•  S"c  Jer.  Kxiii,  i'J. 
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Enthuf^iastic,  foolit^h  lucu, 

That  make  of  godliiuiss  u  gaiu, 

\\  ho  never  katw  ihemstnes  might, 

Or  \ie\\\l  tlieir  hearts  b^  gospel  hght : 

To  them  these  terms  are  well  appiy'd, 

A  mass  of  i:.n  .rauce  and  pride  ! 
r. 

Rich.     In  tliis  if  they  have  err'd  arid  dr^jamf^.  • 
They  claim  your  pity,  liut  coi»leinj)t. 
But  I  my  neigiibour  Jumes  cau  tell, 
it  would  become  liiui  w  ouJrous  wbll. 
If,  speakirig  of  Ju&e  i?  alters,  he 
Would  talk  w  itii  greater  jiioui_  sty  j 
For  all  tlie  pretty  atiiuts  you  eali 
In  argument  mtau  nought  iit  all, 
I  am  indeed  surpris'd  to  iind 
You  thus  dogmatically  blir.d  ; 
You  seem  to  thii.k  the  very  word 
To  be  unscrij^tuiul,  abbuid  ; 
Whereas  in  scripture  may  be  seen 
Ac'-ouuts  of  Tiiany  j^erfccl  men  ;  *   ' 
"  Be  ye  as  perfect,  Jesus  says, 
"  E'en  as  your  God  in  liolmess ;"■■)' 
And  Paul  in  mauy  parts  you  knowy 
Exliorts  unto  pertection  loo  ;  || 
John  likewise  mentions  some,  w  lio  prove 
7T^iemselves  possesl  of  perieci  lo>  e  ;  |: 
And  God  has  promis'd  from  a)i  ym  ^ 
To  laake  hi.->  fuithtVd  clwldrtu  eleiu, 
-And  is  not  sin  tliat  ino\isiei  foui 
AS  iiich  desolates  tiji   uuiunn  80iu, 
'Gainst  which  God  s  i.n^er  ne'ei  i;ba*«lh," 
And  which,  he  saj.s,  hi.->  Spirit  lialetu  r  iitj 

"  Gcii.  vi.  9.  Job  i.  1.  8.  am!  ii.  3.  t  !Matt,  v.  4«.  !j  H<-b. 
\i.  1.  Pliil.  ii.  13.  14,  <vc.  t  John  ^^-  !?•  ^t*-  *■  tzrk.  xx>"i. 
i',V  C'b.  V9.  '  I'll  .Ttr.  xiiv,  -i. 
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Now  do  you  think,  my  tn«'nd,  that  Ood 
Wants  pONv'r  to  make  his  promise  goodi" 
Or  do  you  t\nuk  he  MSnts  the  uill 
To  rid  us  of  this  fatal  ill  ? 
Why  then  make  any  base  refleition 
Ou  tliat  plain  scripture  phrase- — Pt'tfcction'^ 

Jii/nes.     I  don't  dljlike  the  simple  phiasr;, 
Since  it  is  what  the  bible  ^ays ; 
Biit  oTily  as  those  folks  and  you, 
l*!aio  it  in  an  improper  view. 
Hiijie-peifcction,  a?  I  take  it, 
And  as  I  think  the  scrijtture,*  make  it, 
Is  only  plain  sincerity  : 
In  this  description  you'll  agree  ; 
For  man,  while  in  the  body,  must 
\N  itV.  his  vile  spirit  cleave  to  d.ist. 
The  be  St  of  nu'ii  will  ne'er  begin 
To  say  that  they're  exempt  fiom  sin. 
Nor  is  it  possible  to  do 
The  Lord's  commandments  here  below  4 
Neither  by  nature's  strength,  'tis  clear. 
Nor  any  grace  received  licr<>.  * 
The  goodliest  deeds  thai  e'er  were  betn 
Are  vile,  polluted,  and  unclean. 
Kor  can  d;e  greatest  saint  you  see 
Keep  God's  commiindjuents  perfectly  ; 
But  daily,  «:pite  of  all  hi.«  heed. 
He  breaks  them  in  thought,  word,  and  deed. 

JRic/i.     ITicn  what  becomes  of  sin,  my  friend, 
If  we  nmst  keep  it  to  the  end  ? 
We  must  a  separation  prove 
I'lom  sin,  or  cannot  dwell  above  ; 

*  Sf  0  the  A>^sc.iil)lv  i  larger  Catcckism. 


^j6  a  familiar 


Nothing  unclean,  the  scriptures  states. 

Can  enter  that  pure  city's  gates  ;  * 

Wherever  on  the  woody  plains 

A  tree  may  fall,  it  there  remains  ;  -f* 

'Tis  thus  with  us,  we  also  have 

No  work  or  knowledge  in  the  grave.  .|: 

Then,  what,  my  friend,  becomes  of  sin  ' 
And  when,  or  where,  are  we  made  clean  ? 
Do  you  believe  the  Popish  story 
Of  a  reiining  purgatory  ? 
Or  think  you  Ave  may  enter  in 
To  heav'n^  with  some  degree  of  sin  ? 

James.     Ev'ry  good  Calvinist  allows. 
As  taking  down  the  leprous  house. 
Was  a  sufficient  means  to  free 
That  dwelling  from  its  leprosy ;  jj 
That  'tis  with  sin  the  very  same, 
In  taking  down  this  mortal  frame  ; 
And  when  we  die,  we  then  shall  be 
Cleansed  from  our  iniquity. 

Rick.     Is  this  the  case  that  we  are  in  ? 
And  must  the  hellish  monster  siu 
E'en  to  the  last  within  us  lurk. 
And  death  perform  the  mighty  work  ? 

James.     The  work  belongs  to  God  alone  : 
But  then  he  does  it  here  for  none, 
Until  that  awful  hour  when  death 
Deprives  them  of  their  latest  breath. 

Rich.     Your  proposition  wants  a  leg, 
You  here  again  the  question  beg ; 

*  Rev.  xxi.  27.     t  liccles.  xi.  3.      J  ^'crlrs.  ix.  10.     i  Lfr, 
xiv.  45, 
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*'  Tliat  none  are  cleansed  till  they  die," 
This  you  affirm,  and  they  deny. 
Where  can  you  from  the  bible  shew 
What  you've  asserted  to  be  true  ? 
For  I  see  nought  whereon  to  fix  it 
As  yet,  but  your  own  ipse  dixit. 

James.     Pray  do  restrain  your  foolish  tongue ! 
Constant  experience  proves  you  w  rong ; 
Where,  neighbour,  did  you  ever  see 
A  saint  freed  from  iniquity  ? 

Rick.     I  said  before  that  we  are  told 
Of  several  perfect  men  of  old  ; 
Among  these  Methodists,  you  know, 
Some  few  profess  perfection  too. 
Perfection  though  you  make  to  be 
No  more  than  true  sincerity. 
You've  proved  nought ;  but  what  you  wante«( 
You  still  have  boldly  ta'en  for  grajited. 
And  some  things  said,  which  I  shall  name, 
Wherein  I  think  you're  much  to  blame. 

By  nature's  might,  you  first  affirm. 
We  never  can  God's  will  perform  ; 
This  axiom  all  men  must  allow 
Who  human  inspottncy  know. 
But  then  you  say  in  the  next  place. 
We  cannot  do  it  e'en  by  grace  ! 
And  the  best  deeds  of  the  best  men. 
You  said,  were  filthy  and  unclean. 
Now  granting  you  that  no  one  can, 
Consider'd  as  a  nat'ral  man. 
Do  one  religious  action  right ; 
Yet  surely  by  God's  grace  he  mijjht  1 
Do 
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Are  all  those  works  dcfil'd  with  sin, 
Which  God's  owu  Spirit  works  within  r* 
And  if  such  works  wore  tilthv,  would 
The  Lord  himself  pronounce  them  good  l^ 
That  mortal  little  sense  has  got 
A\  ho  casts  on  good  works  such  a  blot. 

This  subject  of  gqod  works  has  b.'cu 
Set  in  the  fairest  light  I'nc  seen 
By  Fletcher,  in  the  books  he  names 
Checks  against  Antinomian  claims,  'j' 

James.     By  Fletrhcr,  Wesley's  shnple  tool  ? 
He's  little  better  than  a  fool ! 

Rich,     Do  you  know  auglit  of  him,  my  lad. 
That's  either  foolish,  weak,  or  bad  ' 

James.     V/ere  I  of  him  hx.linM  to  spcnk, 
I  know  enough  that'fi  bad  and  \\cak. 
Yes,  he  has  brought  as  mauy  new 
Erroneous  doctrines  out  to  view, 
As  Wesley,  with  his  drowsy  whim, 
Would  ne'er  have  thought  of  but  for  him  j 
A  poor,  apostate,  wicked  man! 
A^isociate  of  that  paltry  clan  [ 

Rich.     Well  may  you  blush  at  jovn"  ill-nature. 
You  slandering,  back-biting  croaiure  ! 
I  long  have  known  the  man  to  be 
Remarkable  for  j  u  ty  ; 
But  be  tlicy  who  or  v;  hat  they  wilf, 
Ifi  nppr^)ve,  you  J'laiuler  slii! ; 
And  Mhatciiube  iijiagiuM  wo:se 
Than  ihii,-'  yuur  brethieik  to  asperse  .' 

*  T';ai-Ut  x>  vi.  I'j.       t  ?."•:: k   -viv.  G     nnc'.  manv  o'.hcr  p.ui*" 
\  .Sv,f  tU<  Wi-i  '•'.'Ijt.cK  to  A uti'. U.Mia. ■".>.':!.  L.vtt<i-  U-j  bili. 
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Well  may  these  seryants  of  the  Lord, 
Take  solid  comfort  from  his  word, 
*'  When  all  men  vilify  yoMr  names, 
( E'en  goo</  men  not  excepted,  James  ;) 
*'  And  cast  thcin  out  as  viU^  and  bad, 
"  Rejoice  uiid  be  exceeding  ghid  ! 
'•    {'or  so,  we're  J)y  the  scriptures  told, 
"    They  stigmati^'d  the  saints  of  old."* 

xfafncs.     Unto  your  reas'nino'  I  object. 
Your  consequence  is  not  correct ; 
A\  e  n.'ver  would  a  man  oppose 
For  any  real  good  he  does  : 
Biit  \\  h(  u  ho  HioMstrous  errors  broach**-*, 
lle\  bubjtci  to  ;:oo;l  nun's  i;i  pioaches. 

Ri</i.     I'ho  very  tale  which  once  was  \<Ad 
To  Chri>t,  by  Pliarisees  oi  oltl ! 
"   \\  e  stone  thee  nol  for  wtikina;  good, 
t  Slid  t)ie%  )  but  for  iil;ispheiinnu  (iod."  1 
i  lail,  \V  «'sh'y  1   Fk  icher  ! '  S.  lion  !  liail  '. 
Still  mav  tlie  truths  you  ti'ach  prevail ! 
And  tho'  yon  siill  in  Calvin's  schools 
Mav  pass  for  knaves,  as  well  as  fuols  ..     .. 
ISh'.v  litav'n  enable  you  to  bear 
The  hau«;hty  look,  llio  scornful  snetr  ; 
'J'he  proud  disdani,  tiic  noisy  peal  ; 
'ilie  lierce  coiitenijH,   the  bitter  /Cdl  ;     . 
Sarcastic  joke,  sain  ic  song  ; 
The  laugliing  wit,  tiie  slaud'rous  tongut ; 
The  pious  gibe,  th'  impoituut  hufl  ;.   . 
The  public  taunt,  tlu;  piivate  .scoif  i 
By  ma)iy  so  profusely  giv'n 
To  you,  till  all  impartial  hcav'u 

'■  Malt.  T.  n.  Luke  \i.  '■^a.  va.     t  Jolua  x.  So 
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Your  patient  sufF'rings  shall  regard, 
And  crown  you  with  a  full  rcM  artl ! 

Still  against  rampant  error  tight  ^ 
Drag  out  the  fiend  to  open  Hght ; 
Whatever  plea  the  monster  make, 
No  respite  grant,  no  pity  take  ; 
Pursue  him  close  thro'  ev'ry  maze 
Of  doubling  shifts,  and  winding  wars. 
Nor  ever  be  induced  by 
llie  loud  but  falsely  pious  cry, 
And  clamours  of  mistaken  m<  n, 
To  skreen  black  error  in  his  rlcn, 
By  any  boon  the  monster  claims, 
From  learned  ov  from  pious  names ; 
By  any  plea  which  may  arise. 
From  sacred  friendf.hip's  stronger  tics. 
?^  e'er  dread  the  issue  of  the  fight, 
For  truth  can  bear  the  keenest  light ; 
Nor  yet  be  frighted  with  the  roar 
Of  baleful  error's  adverse  pow'r. 
'llio'  '^I'-pl-dy  the  war  coroTnence, 
TTiat  first-born  son  of  impudence  ; 
And  in  the  monster's  cause  engage. 
And  bully,  bluster,  foam  and  rage  ; 
'1  ho'  high-born,  self-important  11 — 11, 
tn  height  of  Cai-v  inistic  zeul, 
I' Or  want  of  better  weapons,  fight 
^^Vith  scorn,  contempt,  reproach  and  spite 
And  compass  you  on  ev'ry  side,    . 
With  laughter,  or  disdainful  pride; 
With  this  and  that  poor  story  rail. 
Of  bathing  tub,  or  comcl  tail ; 
Altho'  young  K-wl-ud  jom  the  baud, 
Aud,   ',\  ith  resolv 'Jj  yet  uyvjiug  luiudj 
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To  try,  the  scripture  scales  i*  begin 
By  casting  pennyweights  therein  ; 
Thongh  he  avow  his  proper  right 
To  tlirow  a  gauntlet  down  for  tight; 
Their  weapons  you  need  never  fear, 
Harmless  tliey'Hdrop,  like  Priam's  spear.  1 

Too  long  has  error  roam'd  our  strand, 
And  pour'd  a  torrent  thro'  the  land  ; 
Poof  simple  souls  deceiv'd  too  long, 
With  self-election's  syren  song  ; 
Has  screen'd  itself  from  condign  shame, 
Behind  the  gospel's  sacred  name  ; 
Too  long  Augustine's  foolish  dream, 
And  Calvin's  still  more  straiten'd  scheme 
Have  been  as  gospel  truths  display 'd, 
And  in  such  flatt'ring  robes  array 'd 
As  might  deceive  the  Lord's  elect, 
Did  }ou  not  all  their  frauds  ^detect- 
Then  nobly  dare  the  adverse  bands, 
And  still  from  your  experienc'd  hands, 
May  the  keen  shafts  of  truth  be  sped, 
And  strike  prevailing  error  dead. 
Nor  mind  th'  obstructions  in  your  way. 
Or  what  detracting  people  say  ; 
**  For  let  your  foes  discharge  their  tonguea 
"  In  venom,  till  they  burst  their  lungs  ; 
"  Their  utmost  malice  cannot  make 
"  Your  head,  or  tooth,  or  finger  ache  ; 

t  Alluding  to  Mr.  Fletcher's  "  Scripture  Scale?." 
i  This  said,  his  feeble  hand  a  javelin  threw, 
AVhich  fiutt'rin!»,  seem'd  to  loitcT  as  it  flew  : 
Just,  and  hut  barely,  to  the  mark  it  held, 
And  fiiiiitly  tinkled  au  the  brazen  shield. 
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"  Or  spoil  your  shape,  distort  your  face, 

'*  Or  put  one  feature  out  of  place  ; 

"  I^or  will  you  find  your  credit  sink,  * 

"  By  what  they  s;iy,  or  what  they  tiiink  ; 

"  Nor  can  ten  hundred  thousand  lies, 

"  Make  you  less  pious,  learn'd,  or  wise  ; 

^'  1  he  most  effectual  way  to  balk 

'*  Their  malice  is — to  let  them  talk."  -f 

But  this,  my  friend,  is  all  digression, 
About  these  folks  and  their  profession  ; 
C.'omc,  tince  ti'.ese  Methodists  must  all 
To  their  own  master  stand  or  fall ; 
Of  them  well  drop  our  long  debate  ; 
Leave  it  to  him  to  judsje  their  state, 
\\  l;o  ri;^iiliy  pniises,   ri;:ht!y  riiicle-, 
And  i)i<i,-i  ijtipavtialiy  (ueidtfl. 

Ja//ics.     \\  itli  all  Hiv  iierut,  cuuie  let  u>  wul 
An.i  ^v'>  moie  <^f  liiesc  prisons  talk. 
But  ?ie  the  skit  s  be<iin  to  low'r, 
And  se(iu  to  bring  a  lieavy  showV ; 
VVhat  'Jiiiik  yini :  should  we  not  retire. 
Atu!  sit  -aroMud  my  parlour  fue  r 

Riih;!;'!  (.'.;!>•(  tiv  f'itve  assint, 
Av.d  lo  the  iiouse  oi  ja;m;s  iht'V  wcui. 


i*HiiiikH\  it  ir.in  .  but  v.ct  isu'v  <  i-ui'v.      *  Swli't, 
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DIALOGUE  IIL 

RICHARD   AND   JAMES. 


Richard  ri'ven:*  tiw  controversy,  bif  finding;  fnult  uith  aelf- 
eleition.—He  blames  Calrin'^  sijstt'm  thi.  niur:  on  account  i;/' 
rrjtrol/vtioii,  uhich  fiuusfrom  thefonmr  doctrine  «s  «  7iccC6- 

901  y  C'>nsc'iHcyi<:c.---J(inu's  dtfcitds  Iwlh  fluse  dncirii'cs. Iff 

insinnatcs  that  Richard  and  hh  furty  quote  thi^  xcriptures 
IHirtiaUy.—ltichard  repe's  the  chars^e. — Their  unspHte  ahont 
flir  mm^iini^  of  the  irard  all.— The  custom  ridiculed  of  ^m: 
piirfji  assuming  infullilHity  to  itscl/',  and  charging  others  with 
jjridc  and  ignorance. 

▼  y  HEN  ov.f  two  combatants  had  come 
Together  into  Jaines'ti  room, 
-  When  by  the  fireside  b!>lh  were  sovited, 
•Jemmy  his  zealous  tViencI  cnireated 
i'o  take  a  diink  ot"  liousehoid  aic,     . 
'J  lien  to  pursue  their  ioraier  tale. 
Nearly  as  soon  'twas  done  as  said,        ^ 
The  ale  is  broiighi  by  Jcnnuy's  maid,  J- 
For  talking  is  a  ililraiy  trade.  } 

Now,  reader,  b*.  fore  we  proceed, 
Dl  this  remark  iheic  will  be  need, 
'I'liat  sev'ral  neighbours,  staunch  autl  hearty, 
iur  as  ihcy  knew,  to  Jemmy's  party. 
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(As  William,  Robert,  George  and  Joe, 
Besides  a  plain  old  uife  or  two,) 
Having  had  some  slight  intimation 
Of  Dick  and  Jemmy's  conversation, 
Had  nearly  unperceived  come, 
into  a  corner  of  the  room. 
Where  James  and  Richard  sat,  that  they  ^ 
Might  see  the  issue  of  the  fray,  \ 

And  hear  what  Richard  had  to  say.  J 

Richard  and  James  enjoy'd  their  cheer, 
And  quaff'd  off  all  iheir  pleasant  beer ; 
And  when  their  other  talk  was  done. 
They  thus  their  arguments  begun  : — 

Rich.     Come,    James,    as   in   your   house 
togetiier 
We're  nicely  shelter 'd  from  the  weather  i 
I  hope  you'll  think  it  no  offence 
If  1  hostilities  connnence. 

I  hate  your  absolute  election. 
As  much  as  you  dislike  perfection  ; 
Not  only  since  T  camiot  lind 
Aught  in  my  bible  of  the  kind. 
According  to  the  view  of  thing?, 
\'t'hich  my  best  understanding  brings  l 
But  too  from  this  consideraU.:ii, 
it  luuf-t  imply  like  re.prohalion, 
Thut  dreadful  v.eiglit,  v.lii.-h  presses  oiA 
^  our  sytteni,  liku  u  block  of  ilone  ! 

Jctiuef.  ■  A  fig  for  youi  di:u!npro]»ali.');\ 
Against  youi  bugbear  reprobation  ' 
\  our  buiy  wit  c:>(i  ucvei  rest, 
inflection  is  your  constant  jt  st ; 
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'riiat  doctrine  iK'ver  linds  respect 
I'Vom  carnal  hearts  ani<)ii<j;  vour  sect ; 
Your  legal  aims  that  soar  so  high, 
Would  put  a  hand  into  the  pie  ; 
/\nd  well  may  churlish  natuie  chide, 
W  hen  thus  it  mortilies  her  piiilc. 
The  doctrine  of  predestination, 
(lives  the  7c/to/e  glory  of  salvation, 
To  free,  discrimnrating  grace  ; 
Puts  sinners  in  their  proper  place  ; 
To  merit  gives  a  mortal  blow. 
And  lays  all  free-w  ill  glory  low  ; 
Gives  man  his  indesert  to  see. 
And  makes  him  cry,  why  mc  ?  why  me  I 
And  wonder  that  electing  grace 
Such  sinful  wretches  should  embrace. 
Keason  but  in  a  right  direction, 
\  ou  ne'er  v.  ill  light  agaiust  election  ; 
Election  nmst  be  the  fomidation,  * 
llie  very  ground-work  of  saUation  ; 
And  those  that  in  it  take  delight 
To  endless  glory  have  a  right. 

Rich.     Friend,  pause  a  little  now,  I  pray  ; 
Do  you  consider  what  you  say  } 
Your  words  1  deem  of  small  avail, 
The  scriptures  tell  another  tale  ; 
If  we  may  credit  these,  tlu'v  say 
Other  foundation  none  can  lay, 
Nor  other  ground-work  can  be  made, 
Than  that  which  Ls  already  laid  ; 
Election  cannot  make  this  claim, 
Since  it  is  Christ  the  Saviojir's  name.  § 


•  See  Elisha  Coles  on  Cod's  Sovereiiijity,  p.  .19.     And  Mr.  H 
Hill'<s  Friendly  Rsmarkii,  p.  19.    §  l  Cor.  iii.  xi. 
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Besides  if  your  pretlestin;iti(;n 
Gives  the  ic/to/c  gh?  i/  <>t  salvation 
Uiito  tlic  Lord,  as  yon  SHOposse  ; 
(^11  him  too,  foiriiiiy  it  tliro\vs, 
l'})on  your  plitn  of  reprobation, 
'i  he  whole  dishonour  of  danination  ! 
And  while  the  sinner  sinks,  to  be 
Tormented  tlironaii  eterriitv, 
tie  too  imiy  cry,  U  hv  me  r  why  ine  ? 
A  dreadful,  sh'^eking  I^Uii/  me,  this  ! 
Which  quite  as  much  olFensive  is 
To  Ciod'si  ijnpariiidity, 
JI)3  justjee,  love,  verati'y; 
As  your  distinguishing  iVhii  me 
Is  to  his  well-known  equity. 
I  never  hear  without  a  sniiie, 
A  man  use  this  h'l^n'd,  lowly  «tyie. 
But  strait,  Tftethinks,  i  hearaud/iee 
The  self-ekcted  pliarisee  ; 
He  in  his  temple  God  invokes, 
Thanks  him  he's  not  as  other  folks  ;i^ 
No,  not  as  that  poor  pnblican, 
'J'hat  pass'd  by,  repsobated  man  ! 

0  !  James,  while  thus  you  seek  a  plac<^^ 
For  bringing  in  your  false  free -grace  f 
You  father  ev'ry  sinner's  death, 

Gn  Gqd's  uinncrciful  free-rcrath  / 

1  ran  supply  you  with  directions, 
llovv  all  your  common-place  objections 
May  be  remov'd,  and  you  be  brought 
"^I'o  have  a  more  consid'rate  thought ; 
Read  Fletcher's  checks  ;  he  plainly  showa 
\\  hat  foolish  doctrines  you  espouse. 


f  Luke  xviii.  11.  A:c. 
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James.     Alas  !  alas  I  how  very  blind 
Are  you,  and  others  ^1  your  miud  ! 
'I'he  scnplures  scrap  l>y  scrap  you  8leal, 
And  what  \ou  like  nut,  >oii  conceal ; 
I  wonder  Low  such  folks  aM  you. 
Such  pride  and  vanity  can  shew.; 
T'  instruct  your  belters  you  j)retend 
In  things  you  cannot  coiiiprehcmi  j 
First^uuderstand,  then  you  may  teach 
Doctruies  now  tar  beyond  your  reach. 
Peruse  tlie  v.orj  ot  God,  and  pray  ;      i 
And  then  the  Holy  Spitit  uiay  S 

Shew  you  the  proper  gospel-u  ay.         j 
A  person  tiiat's  Si>  very  weak 
\V  uh  greater  niudesty  should  s{>eak. 
Klection,   Richard,  I  )  salvation 
Is  caU'd  ni  scripture,  (icii's  foutkdation  ^ 
And  men,  we're  also  told  ia  briet, 
Are  danni'd  tor  s.n  and  unbeiiet" ; 
So  that  it' our  objectors  would- 
Take  with  them  the  whole  word  of  G<»d, 
They'd  cease  opposing  this  goo  i  way, 
And  own  the  truth  of  all  we  say. 
Nothing  ran  be  conceived  worse 
Than  to  pick  up  a  stragghng  f  eise ; 
And  make  it   say  whate'er  you  chuhC, 
By  thrusting  in  your  partial  views ; 
This  folly  ail  free-willcrs  learn, 
I'hey  love  it,  suice  ii  ser\c-s  their  turn. 

Jlirk.     llicse  people  read  the  bibhi  lluougii^ 
And  dig  as  deeply  there  as  you  ; 
lliey  think  it  pleads  without  exemption, 
In  favour  of  that  free  redemption 
Provided,  by  Jehovah's  plan, 
t'or  ev'rv  falJen  tonl  of  ni:in- 
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Where  is  election  to  salvation 
CuU'd  in  the  scriptures  God's  foundation  ? 
\  our  far-sought  meaning  none  can  see 
In  A\hat  Paul  writes  to  Tinjothy  ;  * 
That  text  has  just  as  much  connexion 
With  your  particular  electiou, 
As  with  the  choice  by  any  nation, 
<  )f  persons  to  tlic  highest  station. 
Klection  if  it  niean  at  all, 
'Tis  that  which  is  condiiional ; 
As  from  the  words  which  follow  there>  ^f 
Will  plaiato  any  one  appear. 

You  say  too,  men  for  unbelief 
Are  senteuc'd  to  eternal  grief, 
Which  is  a  truth  enlarged  on 
By  the  Apostles  Mark  and  John  ;  § 
It  follows,  there  was  something  then 
W  hich  these  same  reprobated  men 
Ought,  while  in  life,  to  huvc  ieceiv'd, 
And  as  a  saving  truth  believd  : 
What  truth  was  that  ?     The  truth  and  grace 
Peculiar  to  their  state  and  case  : 
For  ev'rv  soul,  since  Adam's  fali, 
Receives  from  God  a  gracious  call 
To  come  to  him  and  be  forgiv'n, 
To  turn  from  sin  and  hell  to  heav'n.  X 
All  under  C/irist's  blest  dispensatioB 
Ought  to  possess  this  lirm  persuasion, 
7  hat  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour,  came 
From  heav'n,  and  liv'd,  and  died  for  ^hem. 


*  2  Tim.  ii.  19.      +  Let  every  one  tliat  namfth  the  name  of 
Ciiiist  depart  from  iniquity,  and    V.  SI.  Jf  a  man  therefore 

purije  liiniself  from  these,  he  .shall  l)e  a  vessel  nnti)  Isonour. 

^  John  iii.  18.  Mark  xvi.  15.     j  Actsxiv.  17.  Kom.  i.  19.  '^0. 
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But  is  this  tnie  ?     Did  Jesus  give 

Himself  for  them,  that  they  might  live  ? 

It"  not,  they  tlreu  are  doom'd  to  die 

For  not  believing  in  a  lie. 

But  this  can  nevor  be,  since  Paul 

Assures  us  .lesus  died  for  all ;  i* 

If  so,  it  cannot  be  deny'd 

ITiat  Christ  for  than  was  crucify'd. 

Jarffes.     If  for  afl  men  that  e'er  drew  breath 
The  Saviour  gave  himself  to  death, 
AVhy  from  Jehovah's  glorious  face 
Are  banish'(tfl/7j/  of  our  race  ? 

Rich.     Hear  Christ  himself  the  reason  give ; 
"   Ye  uill  not  come  to  me  and  live  ;  § 
**   E'en  as  the  hen  with  kindness  biings 
"  Her  tender  brood  beneath  her  wings, 
(And  mark  her  kind  concern,  and  see  ^ 
With  what  a  dear  affection,  she  ^• 

Collects  her  wand'ring  progeny !  j 

"  So,  wand'ring  souls  I  1  often  would 
**  Have  gather'd  in  your  souls  to  God, 
"  That  you  might  life  and  heav'n  obtain, 
"  But  ye  would  not ;  my  call  was  vain  !"  | 
God  operates,  my  friend,  on  none 
As  if  he  were  a  stock  or  stone  ; 
He  treats  us  not  as  mere  machines  ; 
But  so  adapts  ilie  ways  and  means 
Of  saving  all  the  fallen  race, 
Unto  the  nature  of  our  case, 
j4s  makes  us  certainly  conclude 
We're  with  free-agency  endu'd, 
And  not  in  fate's  strong  fetters  held  ; 
We're  reason'd  with,  and  not  compell'd. 

t  John    xii.  .i'i.     Rom.  v.  18.     H<b.  ii.  9.     2    Cor.  v.   l* 
1  Tim.  ii.  6.  &e.     ^  John  v.  40.     t  Luke  xiii    34. 
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For  Jesus  Christ  was  never  j^iv'n 

M\)  drag  some  iieck-and-licels  to  heav'iv; 

And  take  tlu;rest  of  those  that  fell, 

And  cast  tlieni  neck-aiid-heels  to  hell 

No,  my  dear  friend,  you  j>lainl3'  pcc 

Our  will  is  unconstrain'd  and  fsee  ; 

tJod  tells  us  so  himself;   his  voif' 

}  .eaves  irood  and  evil  to  our  choice, 

lie  lovingly  invites  us  still 

To  chuse  the  g<wd,  and  leave  the  ill.  "■ 

Janrci'.     You  keep  a  most  coufouuded  noise 
Atfoat  fre(?-ai'ency  and  choice  ; 
I  never  can  your  scheme  endure, 
Not  !,  iiuleed  ;  of  this  I'm  sure. 
Si  ever  tii-ace  save  me  from  heli. 
It  must  be  iiiesihiiliie  ; 
This  truth   1  can  most  clearly  see  ; 
None  else  will  e'er  avail  for  me. 

Rich.     I  think,  respecting  this  assertion 
Of  irresistible  conversion, 
^\  hen  your  choice  reasons  are  display'd, 
You  give  no  proofs  for  what  you  said. 

James.     My  friend  I  you  are  most  strangcl;y 
blind, 
To  think  that  all  means  all  mankind ; 
The  greatest  writers  of  onr  sect 
Assert  it  means  all  the  elect ; 
And  sometimes  all  of  worldly  mind  ; 
But  that  it  ne'er  means  all  mankind, 
In  any  part  of  revelation 
Where  'tis  connected  with  salvation. 

•■  ■  -  .  ^..    ■  ■  . 

*  DtHt    XXX.  1,')    19. 
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Hich.     You  need  not  tiow  bea^in  to  toll 
Tlteir  conuiieats,  tor  1  kiii;v\  tiieiii  well; 
I  lirul  your  party  "  can  with  ease  * 
*'  Twist  wtHds  and  nitanings  as  they  please  ;*' 
I  know  that  they  are  all  intent 
To  lind  tHit  meanings  never  Jiieant. 
\N  here'er  in  .scripture  './//  you  find. 
It  means  in  gen'ral  ail  mankind  ; 
In'si^les  a/l  pcr.-ions  ev'ry  7vlii're-\ 
It  docs  another  meaning  bear. 
And  that  is,  all  men  to  expre.s.s  ^ 
Involtd  in  '<iu  ond  nickednes^f. 
But  yo«  can  never  think  it  true 
'J'hat  f/// means  but  that  lilllejezt, 
'J  hat  elect  company  of  saints 
\\  hich  yoiu"  inventive  fancy  paint*. 
If  your  poor  wretched  scheme  require 
That  (ill  mijst  pass  the  tort'ring  tire, 
'I'o  this  conclu.simi  we  shall  ccsnie 
'iliat  some  means  all,  and  all  means  somf.^ 
You  cannot,  by  whatc'er  you  say, 
Drive  ail  tiie  genuine  sense  away, 
All  surely  never  can  express 
Of  numbers  great  and  small,  the  less  ; 
^'  My  logic  sure  has  lost  its  aim," 
If  all  undjhe  be  just  the  samel 
1  did  not  formtjrly  suspect 
The  undesigijing,  pure  elect 
Of  forcing  meanings  on  a  wonl, 
So  Udse,  so  palpably  absurd  I 

James.     You  are  so  very  blind  and  dark, 
Tliat  you  again  mistake  the  mark. 

•  Ciay.     t  Rom.  v.  1».     And  many   otht  r  jlafcs.     (j  l  JoKh 
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Your  honest  heart,  nnd  simple  head 

By  carnal  reason  are  mi  sled  : 

1  \\ish  yon  better  iniderstoc^d 

The  sov'reign  truths  and  grace  of  God. 

Ric/i.     I  thank  YOU,  James,  so  far  as  you 
TIave  my  best  interests  in  view  ; 
But  I  must  still,  with  your  good  leave, 
Lnto  my  carnal  reas'nings  cleave, 
Spiritual  reasons  you  commend. 
But  none  of  them  1  comprehend. 
Truly,  my  friend,  I  think  indeed, 
Nought  in  existence  can  exceed 
The  vanity  of  most  Calvinians, 
While  speaking  of  their  own  opinion?. 
Observe  the  consequential  air, 
With  which  their  doctrines  they  declare: 
Blest  with  infallibility 
l^lore  clearly  they  pretend  to  see  : 
in  this  strong  hold  they  each  confide, 
AVhile  with  contemptuous,  sneering  pri({c 
The  self-important,  vain  Calvinian 
Pretends  to  pity  the  Arminian, 
As  one  of  dark,  beclouded  mind. 
As  carnal,  full  of  pride,  and  blmd. 
'  And  when  good  counsel  they  bestow, 
Their  bitter  hearts  with  gall  o'erHow  : 
ioure  blind,  say  they,  and  none  can  rigJfl  j 
y  oar  errin<r  mind,  or  clear  t/oar  sight 
But  he  that  sits  e/ithroitd  in  li<yhf ;  S 

And  therefore  yoitr  best  xcaij  will  he, 
To  read  the  ivord  attentively/  ; 
Prcii/  earitestli/,  and  icho  can-  scj/, 
But  God  may  make  your  darkness  day  'i 

Now  if  you  turn  the  tables  here, 
And  tell  them,  "  It  does  not  appear 
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"  To  nie,  my  system  Is  untrue  ; 

"  I  read  the  word  as  well  as  you  ; 

"  1  often  pray,  and  yet  am  quite 

"  Convinc'd  you're  wrong,  and  I  am  right ; 

"  But  I  can  witli  your  weakness  bear  ; 

"  For  you  my  pity  is  sincere. 

"  Since  God's  good  Spirit  only  can 

"  Instruct  benighted,  erring  man, 

"  I  r«commend  it  to  your  care, 

"  To  read  the  word  with  fervent  pray 'r  ; 

"  Who  knows  but  then  the  King  of  Kings 

"  May  let  you  see  the  truth  of  things  r" 

I  say  if  thus  of  them  you  speak, 

As  dark,  erroneous,  blind,  and  weak, 

And  in  their  own  dogmatic  strain, 

Return  their  counsel  back  again  ; 

Tliey  stand  amaz'd  and  think  you're  grown 

The  proudest  mortal  ever  known  ! 

What !  you  some  fault  begin  to  find 

With  men  of  their  great  turn  of  mind ! 

To  speak  in  terms  that  must  infer 

A  knowing  Calvinist  may  err ! 

And  represent  the  num'rous  throng 

Of  orthodox  professors  wrong ! 

'Tis  arrogance  beyond  compare  ! 

'Tis  insolence  too  great  to  bear ! 

Yet  why,  my  friend  r  1  think  we  could 

Produce  as  pious,  wise  and  good 

Professing  men  among  Arminians, 

As  e'en  the  best  among  Calvinians  ; 

Alen,  eminent  for  parts  and  place, 

And  every  real  Christian  grace ; 

Men  who  have  known  the  word  of  truth, 

Like  Timothy,*  from  early  youth  ; 

•  2  Tiiti.  iii.  15. 
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Who  read  it  still,  who  watch  and  pray. 
And  closely  walk  in  wisdom's  way. 
And  is  our  God  so  partial  grown 
As  to  bestow  the  truth  on  none, 
And  to  save  none  from  false  opinions 
But  those  call'd  orthodox  Calvinians  i 
If  so  I  pity  and  deride 
Your  folly,  vanity,  and  pride. 

Here,  reader,  I'll- again  suggest 
That  James  and  Richard  take  some  rest, 
While  we  upon  the  people  wait 
Whom  we  had  left  in  list'ning  state. 


RELIGIOUS    CONVERSATION. 


,      DIALOGUE  IV, 

MARY,  WILLIAM,  JOSEPH,  &  OTHERS. 


EocA  ofthest  interlocutors  reprehends  Richard's  heretical  opinions^ 
in  the  preceding  conteisution,  at  which  they  had  been  present. 
fVilliam  and  Ann,  milder  than  the  rest,  are  desirous  qf  palli- 
ating Richard's  conduct  and  errors. — A/tei'  other  conversation, 
Joseph,  one  of  the  most  severe  in  the  company,  gives  a  humour- 
ous account  qf  Mr,  IVesley's  manner  of  preaching. — He 
it^orms  them  that  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wesley  on  the 
subject.— To  this  he  received  an  answer  from  the  Author  of 
this  Poem. — The  substance  of  that  ansicer  Joseph,  rather 
unwillingly,  recites  to  the  company, 

«o)OME  parts  of  Richard's  conversation, 

Had  put  these  friends  in  agitation ; 

Joe  shook  his  head,  look'd  grave  and  sigh'd,  1 

Billy  a  sacred  text  apply 'd,  ^ 

And  poor  old  Nanny  almost  cry'd,  j 

On  seeing  Dick  so  blind,  as  they 

^Vere,  in  their  wisdom,  pleas'd  to  say. 

Well,  being  all  quite  full  of  matter. 
But  thinking  that  incessant  chatter 
Their  wrangling  friends  might  discompose; 
'^lev  from  their  corner  straight  arose, 

'•  Ea 
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And  to  a  neighb'ring  room  withdrew, 
Richard's  base  doctrines  to  review. 

After  a  cursory  address 
Their  joint  abhorrence  to  express, 
'Twixt  George,  Joe,  Will,  Bob,  Mary,  Nan, 
The  following  dialogue  began  :— 

Mary.     Indeed,  my  friends,  with  deep  ainaze 
I've  heard  the  things  this  Richard  says  ! 
No  Christian  certainly  can  bear 
Such  daring  bla:sphemy  to  hear ! 
With  what  contempt,  and  scorn,  and  hate, 
Of  gospel  doctrines  he  does  prate  ! 
How  happy  for  him,  if  the  Lord 
Of  his  great  mercy  would  afford 
Unto  this  empty,  forward  youth, 
A  clearer  notion  of  the  truth. 

Will.  Having  such  notions  of  the  word, 
His  state  is  much  to  be  deplor'd  ; 
Yet,  for  all  that,  I  think  he  may 
Not  altogether  miss  the  May  ; 
I've  heard  a  man  for  error  plead. 
Whose  heart  was  better  than  liis  head. 

Ann.     Billy,  what  you  have  said  is  right ; 
Dick  only  wants  a  clearer  light ; 
I've  known  some  men  of  the  opinion, 
VV  hich  our  good  brethren  call  Arminian, 
Who,  ev'ry  one  might  plainly  see. 
Were  notable  for  piety  ; 
Before  the  Judge,  I  doubt  not,  they 
Will  stand  absolv'd  at  the  last  day. 

Robert.     I  know  not' that;  for  what  they  steal 
From  God,  they  give  their  own  free-will ; 
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The  glory  of  their  full  salvation 
Ascribing  to  this  false  foundation  ; 
They  slander  too,  in  ev'ry  place, 
llie  doctrines  of  God's  sov'reign  grace  ; 
I  think  if  such  from  wrath  be  freed, 
It  must  be  as  by  fire  indeed.  •\- 

Joseph.     Richard  against  our  doctrines  rails, 
The  truth  in  ev'ry  fonn  assails ; 
He'll  Be  from  hopes  of  bliss  shut  out 
For  acting  thus,  I've  little  doubt. 
I  think,  like  N  icodemus,  he 
Full  of  head-knowledge  seems  to  be ; 
However  high  he  may  profess, 
But  little  grace  can  he  possess  ; 
Serious  tho'  he  be,  and  thoughtful, 
1  think  his  case  is  very  doubtful. 

George.     Your  doubts  to  this  will  not  apply ; 
For  should  poor  Richard  live  and  die 
in  this  erroneous  persuasion, 
He  may  expect  a  sure  damnation. 
His  sins  all  hopes  of  bliss  debar, 
I'hey  fundamental  errors  are  ; 
His  queer  religion  is  all  spread 
In  trifling  portions  through  his  head ; 
The  scriptures  he  knows  part  by  rote, 
^Vhich  sometimes  he  pretends  to  quote, 
Yet  in  such  wise  as  shews  that  he 
JV  wild  expositor  must  be. 
He's  full  of  idle,  empty  chat, 
iVnd  talks  about — he  knows  not  what. 

Mrny.     Dick  talks  as  if  he  something  knew. 
But  all,  I  fear,  is  glitt'ring  show  : 

t  1  Cor.  iii.  15. 
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His  speeches  often  seem  so  fair 
That  even  saints  they  might  ensnare. 

Will,     We  ought  not  thus  to  interfere 
With  things  ihat  he  beyond  our  sphere  ; 
We  cannot  see  the  inzcardpart, 
'Tis  God  alone  who  knows  the  heart. 
I  hope  he's  what  he  seems  to  be, 
Truly  possest  of  piety  ; 
From  ail  the  short  accounts  I  hear. 
He's  sober,  pious,  and  sincere. 

Mary.     Yes,  that  may  be ;  yet  he's  been  found 
Dancing  upon  the  Devil's  ground, 
At  fairs  and  wakes  ;  nor  thought  it  wrong 
To  be  the  foremost  in  the  throng  : 
This  was  when  he  had  first  begun 
After  the  Methodists  to  run. 

Will.     What  follows  then  ?  'tis  very  plain 
A  man  may  rise  and  fall  again. 
Judge  as  severely  as  you  can, 
Confirmed  habits  shew  the  man. 
Has  this  Dick's  practice  always  been, 
To  dance  upon  the  village  green  ? 
Perhaps  when  all  the  truth  appears, 
'Twas  only  once  in  fourteen  years. 
Were  you  but  searched  to  the  quick, 
As  narrowly  as  you  search  Dick ; 
You  never  would  again  be  known 
To  cast  at  him  another  stone.  * 
He  had  not  much  experience  then, 
But,  tempted,  fell  like  migiitier  men. 
Could  you  have  heard  him,  when  retir'd, 
How  earnestly  his  soul  desir'd 

*  John  viii.  7.  9, 
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To  be  again  allow'd  to  prove 

The  Lord  Jehovah's  pard'ning  love  ; 

You  would  have  heard  heard  him  inly  mourn, 

I^ike  Peter,  when  he'd  curs'd  and  sworn  ;  § 

While  tears  like  his,  perhaps,  he  shed, 

And  scarcely  dar'd  to  lift  his  head. 

George.     What  signifies  it,  tho'  there  be 
Some;scraps  of  poor  morality  ? 
Dick's  moral  conduct  doth  proceed 
From  what  I  call  a  damning  creed  ; 
And  rotten  if  the  root  be  found, 
Can  you  expect  the  branches  sound  ? 
As  soon  will  apple-bloom  adorn 
The  prickly  thistle,  or  the  thorn, 
As  real  good  works  find  a  place 
In  him  that's  destitute  of  grace. 
This  is  exactly  Dick's  estate, 
A  poor,  half-suckled  reprobate  ! 
The  man  reads  much,  talks  Avell,  and  states 
His  meaning  slily  in  debates  ; 
Perhaps  his  mind  will  take  a  turn, 
And  Calvin's  doctrines  wish  to  learn. 
And  I'm  not  going  to  assert 
That  God  will  not  the  man  convert ; 
Nor  give  this  muddy-headed  youth 
Before  he  dies,  to  sec  the  truth. 
Should  he  these  errors  still  retain, 
His  lot  will  be — eternal  pain. 

^nn.     It  shocks  my  feelings,  when  I  hear 
You  pass  a  sentence  so  severe 
Upon  a  man,  who  seems  to  pay 
Regard  to  what  the  scriptures  say  : 

§  Matt.  xxvi.  74. 
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If  he  those  vouchers  keep  in  sight. 
He  cannot  fail  of  being  mht. 
Our  pure  essentials  are  the  same, 
I  think  they  diiFer  but  in  name. 

Whoever  boasteth  of  his  light, 
Yet  venteth  forth  ill-will  and  spite 
On  those,  who  walk  not  in  his  path, 
No  light  w  itliin  his  spirit  hath. 
Who  shews  to  man  a  true  good-will, 
Doth  all  the  law  of  God  fulfil : 
No  longer  therefore  let  a  brother 
Unkindly  speak  against  another. 

Searching  for  what  the  scriptures  say, 
Christ's  elect  flock  I  there  survev, 
j^nd  think,  according  to  my  view, 
Their  number  will  be  very  few  : 
Still  few  er  will  that  number  tell, 
If  all  the  men  be  doom'd  to  hell, 
Who  cannot  this  our  creed  digest, 
Nor  think  that  good  which  we  call  hest. 

George.     Nanny,  you  do  not  understand 
The  nature  of  the  point  in  hand  ; 
Your  charity  out-runs  your  w  it ; 
Nor  judges  w  hat  is  right  and  tit. 
Dick  quite  subverts  upon  his  plan 
The  mode  by  winch  God  saveth  man  : 
On  this  act  ount  I  cannot  see 
How  he  can  shun  his  destiny. 

Aim.     You  cannot  see  !  I  wonder  whv. 
Since  you  have  such  a  piercing  eye. 
"Tis  possible  that  we  may  be 
Wrong  in  some  things  as  well  as  he  : 
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But  let  these  things  be  as  they  may, 
1  must  persist  to  think  and  say, 
That  long  as  Richard  doth  possess 
The  sterling  marks  of  righteousness. 
Death  will  not  find  him  off  his  guard, 
i3ut  standing  for  the  siiock  prepar'd. 
As  you  choose  to  imagine  yet, 
That  my  great  love  out-steps  my  vvit. 
As  plahily  it  appears  to  me, 
Your  wit  out-runs  yotfr  charity, 
Most  sadly  too,  when  to  damnation 
You  doom  a  man  for  his  persuasion. 

JVilL     Truly,  I  feel  myself  incliu'd 
To  be  of  our  friend  Nanny's  mind  ; 
I  think,  George,  you  and  !Mary  are 
Too  rigid  and  austere  by  far ; 
You  notice  ev'ry  slight  demerit, 
With  an  unkind,  forbidding  spirit ; 
You're  too  much  prejudic'd  to  see, 
Or  judge  with  strict  propriety; 
Of  Richard's  deeds,  or  lo  allow 
'J'he  candour  which  you  ought  to  shew. 

And  now  my  keen  rcmarkers,  come, 
Let  us  be  more  severe  at  home  ; 
Look  each  impartially  within. 
And  trace  our  own  besetling  sin  ^ 
Tho'  any  one  of  us  may  be 
Clear  of  the  failings  which  we  see 
In  Richard  ;  yet  our  conduct  may 
Be  twice  as  bad  another  way. 
A\  tie  this  but  done,  v\e  soon  should  see.  — 

Tlie  church  of  Christ  at  unity. 
Oh  !  would  but  all  with  this  com])ly. 
To  do  as  they  would  be  done  by,  * 

♦  Matt.  vii.  1^'. 
\i  .3 
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Surmises,  censures,  wrath  and  pride 

No  more  would  Christian  Hocks  divide. 

My  friends,  let  us  be  cautious  then, 

In  .speaking  about  other  men  ; 

ilememb'ring  always  what  the  Lord 

Himself  informs  us  in  his  word, 

That  from  our  judge  we  shall  receive,  * 

Such  measure  as  to  men  we  give. 

If  Richard  would  consent  to  hear 

A  clever  gospel-minister ; 

And  would  he  constantly  attend, 

We  soon  should  find  his  doctrines  mend. 

When  this  shall  be  the  case,  the  youth 

Will  learn  to  prize  the  gospel  truth. 

Robert,,     I  wonder  Dick  will  look  so  low 
As  after  Methodists  to  go  ; 
Unto  their  scheme  it  still  appears 
He  pertinaciously  adheres ; 
Of  freeing  him  1  now  despair. 
He's  so  entangled  in  the  snare.. 

Joseph.     To  you,  my  friends,  I  now  will  shew 
What  happen'd  near  three  years  ago  ; 
One  afternoon  I  chanc'd  to  be 
Where  Wesley  was  to  preach  at  three  ; 
Certainly,  thought  1,  if  I  can, 
I  will  remain  and  hear  this  man. 
Well,  so  I  did  : — but  had  you  been 
Upon  the  spot  yourself,  and  seen, 
Wluii  sv.arms  of  simple  folks  there  came^ 
1  o  hear  this  man  of  mighty  fame  ; 
To  see  them  throng  and  crowd,  and  strive, 
W^ould  have  dieonsted  au<>ht  :ihve  1 
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They  come,  and  run,  and  sweat,  and  blow ; 
Press  near ;  squat  on  their  knees  they  bow ; 
Peep  in  their  hats ;  then  gape  and  stare, 
As  if  some  Uttle  God  was  there ! 

Robert.     It  is  great  matter  of  surprise, 
That  any  men  will  idolize. 
And  render  homage  to  a  fellow. 
Who  can  do  little  else  but  bellow. 
Wheif  they  have  been  awhile  asunder, 
1  le  is  again  a  mighty  wonder  : 
Tho'  frequently  ihe  man  they've  heard, 
His  silly  sermons  are  preferr'd  ; 
And  fresh  enthusiasts  are  found. 
For  him,  whenever  he  comes  round  I 
They  run,  and  he's  a  wonder  still ; 
Just  like  the  man  on  Beacon-hill !  '|- 
VVhere  numbers  throng  and  make  ado, 
As  if  there  was  a  puppet-show. 

Joseph.     Tho'  your  comparison  be  rough. 
Yet  I  confess  'tis  apt  enough  ; 
I  think  there's  little  choice  between  them, 
For  any  gain  they  get  who've  seen  them  ; 
They  may  be  nominated  brothers, 
For  any  good  ihey  do  to  others. 

George.     Poor,  shabby  folks  !  they  lay  great 
stress 
Upon  simplic  ity  in  drcs>s. 


t  This  reff rs  to  tho  man  wlio  was  hung  in  chains  for  niuidt  r 
on  UcarcM-hill,  mar  Halifax.  As  lireat  niinibors  of  per.p'n 
ran  to  ^re  him.  a  Calvinist  minister,  well  known  to  tlioauilicr^ 
niailc  t!iis  kiiiM  ari-.l  clripnit  coiiipari-on,  he tween  Hum  aiul  l.'.n 
■iil'.U  pco['!c  v.lic  lu::  to  hear  I\Ir.  \V<^lry. 
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Wlien  one  in  ten  perhaps  at  most, 
A  common  suit  of  clothes  can  boast. 
Their  preachers  too  are  such  a  crew 
As  ne'er  expos'd  themselves  to  view ; 
They  hold  that  sacred  office  cheap, 
They'll  choose  to  it  a  chimney-sweep  ; 
A  barber's  claims  they  will  acknowledge, 
AVho  never  spent  a  day  at  college, 
Who  having  stammer'd  out  his  text. 
Can  scarcely  spell  may  come  next. 
They  talk  such  nonsense  in  their  teaching 
As  ill  deserves  the  name  of  preaching  : 
They  are  a  despicable  breed  ! 
My  ears  burn  often  on  my  head, 
While  thinking  of  them,  or  when  seen 
Near  any  place  where  they  have  been. 
No  creditable  men  belong 
To  such  an  mienligliten'd  throng. 

But,  neighbour  Joseph,  did  you  stay  ^ 
And  hear  John  Wesley  preach  and  pray?  ^ 
'Twould  be  amusing  1  ilare  say.  } 

Joseph.    *Ycs,  George,  I  stay'd  among  the  rest 
To  hear  their  celebrated  priest ; 
So  from  the  house  he  comes  at  last ;    ^ 
'I'he  people  crowd  w  ith  eager  liaste,     > 
And  seem  t'  adore  him  as  lie  past.        y 
'Well;  he  ascends  the  pidpit  stairs,     * 
Peeps  in  his  hat,  ami  says  liis  pray'rs  ; 
And  then  instead  of  taking  care 
To  make  a  good,  long,  solemn  pray'r, 

*  This  whole  aicomit  wjuch  Joseph  gives  of  Mr.  Wesley  anil, 
his  sernncn,  is  eopied  verbdtim  from  an  oriijinal  letter  written 

by  the  Rev.  T s  B-— ke,  a  Calvinist  minister  at  Stoekport, 

in  Cheshire.     The  exa<-t  sense  and  laeaiiiKg  arc  retained,  a^ 
Dearly  as  the  verse  •wouki  admit. 
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Repeats  before  the  simple  throng, 
A  simple  form — two  minutes  long  ; 
Gives  out  a  hymn  ;  and  seems  to  shew 
Far  more  concern  that  they  sing  true, 
Than  for  aught  else  ;  a  text  lie  takes, 
Of  wliich  he  two  divisions  makes  ; 
But  seems  to  heed  them,  George,  no  more 
llian  if  he'd  never  preach'd  before ; 
Tells  an  old  tale,  and  then  another ; 
Something  about  his  great-grandmother. 
This  done,    he  then  proceeds  to  tell 
How  that  the  sounding  of  a  bell 
May  cause  so  great  a  consternation, 
As  shall  secure  a  man's  salvation  ! 
This  tale  is  liiiish'd  pretty  well, 
The  next  tale — (horrible  to  tell ! 
-  O  tell  it  not  in  Gath  that  e'er~^ 
One  call'd  a  gospel-minister. 
Should  such  a  shocking  tale  repeat. 
Or  ever  have  believed  it,) 
Was  of  an  angel  in  his  wrath, 
Tlnottling  a  harmless  child  to  death.  * 
He  then  proceeds  in  his  oration. 
Says  something  of  justification ; 
And  represents  God  hov'rhig  o'er 
'I'heir  heads,  and  sending  down  a  show'r  ; 
As  waiting  to  perform  with  care 
Some  operation  on  them  there  ; 
Tells  them  a  comet's  tail  might  fall 
Quickly  to  earth  and  burn  tliem  all  ;§ 
He  then  absurdly  says  that  they 
(Tlio'  dead  in  trespasses  they  lay) 


*  Mr.  W'tsley  in  his  sermon  had  quoted  Parnoli's  Hfrmit,  for 
which  Mr.  B — ke  reproved  him.  §  See  Mr.  Wcslcys  sermo» 
(.uUed  the  "  Great  Assize."' 
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Could  mourn  for  sin,  could  deprecate 
God's  anger,  see  their  lost  estate, 
Bemoan  their  sinful,  sad  condition, 
And  to  God  s  favour  seek  admission  ; 
Desire  an  int'rest  in  the  Lord, 
And  feci  his  power,  and  hear  his  \vord  ! 

Well,  now  he  ceases  to  exhort, 
(For  all  he  said  was  very  short. 
And  1  have  heard  folks  say,  he's  done 
In  general,  ere  he'j  well  begun  ;) 
He  sings  a  hymn,  a  form  repeats 
As  usual,  George,  and  down  he  gets. 

To  hear  the  simple  things  he  said. 
And  what  sad  bungling  work  he  made  ; 
To  hear  such  stufl- — one  scarce  could  bear  him 
Yet  seeing  people  come  to  hear  him, 
From  all  sides,  round,  both  far  and  nigh, 
My  indignation  rose  so  high, 
1  was  resolv'd  to  write  a  letter. 
And  teach,  the  fumbling  fellow  better. 
Accordingly  when  I  got  home, 
I  walk'd  into  my  little  room. 
Took  pen  and  ink,  and  wrote  him  word, 
His  whole  proceeding  w  as  absurd  ; 
Insinuated  that,  in  hope, 
He  wish'd  to  be  another  Pope  ; 
Told  him  I  did  expect  to  hear 
An  able  Gospel-minister, 
Who  well  hadknov.n,  before  tins  time, 
To  teach  us  truths  the  most  sublime. 
But  O  1  \\ ith  his  poor,  weak  disjointed 
Talk,  how  I  \\  as  disappointed  ! 
I  told  him,  "  Sir,  it  nought  avails 
"  'I'o  tcil  so  many  old- wives'  tales ; 
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"  Such  things  can  do  no  farther  good, 

"  Than  to  amuse  tlie  multitude, 

"  And  serve  their  notice  to  beguile, 

"  From  what  is  better  worth  their  while  ; 

"  Had  you  not  better,  if  you  could, 

"  ('Twould  be  more  for  the  people's  good, 

"  At  least  if  in  your  pow'r  it  lies  ;) 

"  Tell  them  how  Jesus  justifies  . 

"  A  sinner  in  the  gospel  way  ? 

"  For  this  I  dare  be  bold  to  say, 

"  If  something  more  substantial  you 

"  Display'd  before  the  people's  view, 

"  It  might  be  better  for  your  teachers  : 

"  For  some  whom  you  set  up  for  preachers, 

"  Have  not  all  knowledge,  Sir,  1  know." 

Tlius,  George,  did  1  attempt  to  shew 

This  man  the  faults  of  his  proceeding, 

Would  he  but  give  my  words  a  reading. 

Nor  did  I  fail,,  my  friends,  to  tell 

This  gentleman  about  the  bell, 

And  other  foolish  observations. 

Which  he  had  made  in  his  orations  ; 

Upon  the  whole  I  wrote  with  fury. 

And  trimm'd  him  rarely  I  assure  ye  ; 

I  quoted  Latin  in  my  choler. 

To  let  him  see  I  w  as  a  scholar ; 

I  thought  perhaps  it  would  displease  him. 

That  such  a  lad  as  I  should  tease  him  ; 
And  lest  my  youth  the  man  should  shock, 
Compar'd  myself  to  Peter's  Cock  ; 
For  God,  thought  I,  for  ought  1  know. 
May  bless  diyoutig  Cock's  doodle-doo. 
And  let  this  serve  him  as  a  mirror, 
la  which  he  may  bclxjld  hi.,  error. 
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That  I  might  be  provided  better, 
I  took  a  copy  of  the  letter, 
Of  which  I  likew  ise  sent  him  word, 
And  left  the  issue  w  ilh  the  Lord. 

George.     What  answer  did  the  fellow  send 
I'o  what  you  had  so  fitly  penn'd  ? 

Joseph.     At  first  I  thought  the  man  remiss 
But  nearly  six  months  after  this 
Some  fellow,  whom  I  cannot  name, 
To  whom  it  seems  my  letter  came  ; 
A  saucv,  spiteful  answer  sent ;  'f- 
Said'  1  was  weak,  and  impudent ; 
And  then  he  kept  a  mighty  clamour 
About  wrong  spelling,  and  bad  grammar  ; 
And  would  a  quarrel  needs  be  picking, 
Because  I  called  myseU  cock-chicken  ; 
Of  this,  George,  he  a  horse-laugh  made  ; 
And  ridicul'd,  and  sneering  said 
I  crew  not  like  a  barn-door  fow  1, 
But  hooted  like  a  stutt'ring  ow  1. 
I  ne'er  expect  to  see  again 
A  letter  penn'd  in  such  a  strain. 

Will.     It  was  a  most  facetious  joke 
To  make  you  eat  the  words  )ou  spoke  ; 
How'  much  more  pleasant  'twould  ha\  e  beeii 
Had  you  suppress'd  your  childish  spleen. 
And  when  you  went  the  man  to  hear. 
You  needed  not  seem  so  se\eie  ; 


t  Mr.  B — ke's  letter  happening  to  come,  by  iHie  kindness  of 
the  Jate  Mr.  Mather,  into  the  hands  of  the  author  of  this  poem, 
he  wrote  ?4r.  E— -ke  an  answer  to  it,  to  which  Jobepji  in  this 
placi  refers. 
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'Twas  easy  for  you  to  receive 

\V  hat  you  had  lik'd — the  rest  to  leave. 

Or,  if  your  braius  would  uot  be  quiet, 

Till  iu  you  tliey  had  bred  a  riot, 

\  ours  was  an  awkward,  silly  plan 

Of  writiug  to  an  aged  man ; 

You  might  have  found  a  better  way 

For  telling  what  you  had  to  say. 

And  J  have  heard  you  oft  declare, 

That  Wesley's  character  is  fair  ; 

In  such  case,  then,  there  ought  to  be 

Good  manners  and  civility  ; 

Respect,  you  know  is  due  to  age. 

Not  sauciness,  contempt,  and  rage. 

George.     I  hope  you  made  his  heart  to  burn, 
By  lashing  him  again  in  turn. 

Joseph.     Not  I ;  he  wrote  in  such  a  style, 
I  did  !JOt  think  it  w orth  my  while. 

fVilL     If  I  must  my  opinion  tell, 
1  think  you  now  have  acted  well. 
In  judging  to  indite  no  niore 
Such  letters  as  you  did  before. 
No  man  can  possibly  approve 
Of  this  contempt,  this  want  of  love  ; 
i  think  tbonc  Christians  much  to  blame 
Who  nourish  this  ill-natur'd  frame  ; 
Who  laugh  at  Wesley,  call  him  fool, 
Cover  his  men  with  ridicule, 
Compaie  them  to  the  folks  who  ran 
In  crowds,  to  see  the  hanged  man. 
All  >iuch  invidious  remarks, 
iServe  but  to  fan  the  sleeping  sparks 
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Of  wralh,  resentment,  spite,  and  strife, 
Those  baneful  passions,  into  life  ! 
All  these  are  fed,  and  well  supply'd 
By  our  bad  hearts,  our  inward  pride. 
Wish  we  their  errors  to  remove  ? 
Tliis  can  be  done  by  noiiglit  but  love. 
When  men  begin  to  scold  and  rail, 
They're  never  likely  to  prevail. 

Ann.     Yours  is  the  proper  mode  to  deal 
With  those  who  manifest  such  zeal, 
As  Wesley's  people  always  do 
In  ev'ry  plan  which  they  pursue. 
Display,  my  friends,  some  better  blood, 
Since  they  have  caused  so  much  good. 

George.     Much  good !  I  wonder  in  what  place 
l^heir  goodness  any  one  can  trace. 
As  for  myself  I  never  knew 
These  people  any  scheme  pursue, 
But  what  was  fitting  to  mislead, 
And  scatter  discord's  deadly  seed. 
Their  rotten  doctrines  I  detest, 
Pelagian  heretics  at  best  ! 
Base  characters  I  always  thought  'em 
And  shall  not  spend  my  breath  about  'cm. 

Take  my  advice,  my  neighbours,  comCj 
Lot  us  be  marching  towards  home. 
Leave  undisturb'd  friend  Jajnes  and  Dick, 
Disputing  till  they  both  be  sick. 

And  now,  their  conversation  spent. 
Each  to  his  lowly  cottage  went. 

Before  we  further  progress  make, 
I  here  would  some  ^WahX  notice  take, 
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How  very  closely  all  the  sects 
Examine  other  men's  defects. 
Tliey  all  believe  their  party  best. 
And  harshly  censure  all  the  rest. 
They  would  have  all  men  to  conclude 
That  they're  alone  with  grace  endu'd ; 
Yet  this  we  scarcely  can  believe 
From  the  poor  specimens  they  give. 
Thu^  Wesley  and  his  men  have  borne 
Their  adverse  rage,  their  cruel  scorn : 
And  if  it  was  but  in  their  pow'r 
To  sentence  at  the  final  hour, 
Poor  Wesley  and  his  men  would  be 
Condemn'd  to  endless  misery. 
So  that,  1  think,  both  he  and  they 
May  with  the  greatest  reason,  say 
'Tis  well  for  them,  amidst  old  grudges. 
That  these  men  will  not  be  their  judges. 
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DIALOGUE  F. 

KICHA1?D   AND   JAMES. 


jRlchsrd's  remarks  on  the  propensity  natural  to  some  men personalhj 
to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  heaim,  while  they  wish  to  exclude 
others,  that  think  7iot  with  them,  from  the  enjoyment  of  the 
same.— James  briefly  answers  it  by  referring  to  the  sorereis:n 
H'ill  of  God,  in  the  choice  of  particular  people  to  death  or  life 
eternal.— Richard  relates  the  complaint  qf  a  person  condemned 
to  reprobation,  according  to  Calvin's  opinion.— They  then 
reason  closely  on  the  nature  of  Adam's  sin,  as  it  affects  his 
posterity. 

77  HEN  they  some  little  time  had  spent 
In  abstinence  from  argument, 
Our  partizans  began  again 
Their  clashing  tenets  to  maintain  ; 
This  task  tirst  Richard  undertook, 
\\  hile  thus  to  James  he  gently  spoke  ; — 

Rich.     Believe  me,  with  attentive  mind, 
I've  gain'd  some  knowledge  of  mankind  ; 
The  dift'rent  sects  and  parties,  1     ' 
Have  noted  with  observant  eye  ; 
I've  mark'd  the  doctrines  well,  which  ea'^h^ 
Does  in  its  turn  for  gospel  preach ; 
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Have  well  consider'd  too  the  spirit 

Which  men  of  diff'rent  sects  inherit. 

Tliese  things  have  oft  employ'd  my  thought, 

And  this  conclusion  they  have  brought, 

That  fallen,  corrupt,  sinful  man 

Acts  on  a  most  contracted  plan. 

His  nature  is  in  such  a  state 

His  love  so  circumscrib'd  and  strait, 

Potest  of  such  a  selfish  heart, 

He  grudges  e'en  the  smallest  part, 

To  others,  of  the  goods  or  pelf, 

He  craves  so  eagerly  himself. 

Yea,  was  it  in  his  pow'r  he'd  dare 

To  hedge  around  the  vital  air  ; 

To  Sol  claim  an  exclusive  right, 

And  make  a  property  of  light.  * 

Of  all  the  saintly  multitude 
Which  most  minutely  I  have  vicw'd, 
Your  party  sheweth  an  excess 
Of  self-conceit,  and  littleness. 
For  Calvin's  strait-lac'd  saints  we  find, 
Would  fain  engross  the  blisS  design'd 
For  ev'ry  sinner  of  mankind  ; 
They  w  ould  that  influence  restrain 
Which  Jesus  did  for  all  obtain. 
Such  men,  as  far  as  in  them  lies, 
The  SaviDur  would  monopolize  ; 
Would  shut  him  up  within  their  church, 
And  leave  all  others  in  the  lurch  ; 
And  say  to  God  with  shameless  brow, 
"  TluH  far,  nor  farther  shalt  thou  go." 


•  The  author  is  obliged  for  sevrral  hints  here,  and  in  the 
fallowing  verse?,  to  Mrs.  Rowe,  and  to  tlie  AiUlior  of  th«  Fool 
•f  Quality. 
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.] 


Meanly  they  labour  to  confine 
TKe  sun  but  on  a  part  to  shine, 
Which,  as  the  scriptures  clearly  s'iiew, 
Enlightens  ev'ry  man  below.  * 

But  why  should  bold,  presumptuous  man, 
Tluis  straighten  the  Almighty's  plan  ? 
Or  dare,  when  impotently  blind, 
To  point  out  those  for  bliss  design'd  ? 
To  mark  with  his  poor  scanty  line, 
The  bounds  of  clemency  divine  ? 
What  tongue  such  words  as  these,  shall  dare 
With  impious  rashness  to  declare  ; 
*'  Here  thy  exulting  waves  shall  rove, 
**  O  thou  abyss  of  sacred  love  ! 
"  Thus  far,  nor  farther,  shall  they  move 
"  To  this,  and  that  elected  soul, 
•'  Shall  thy  triumphant  billows  roll, 
"  And  then  retire  ;  nor  shall  the  flood 
"  Of  Christ's  most  precious,  streaming  blood 
*'  Reach  one  of  this  condemned  brood." 
It  may  be  reckon'd  well  for  us 
Unloving  mortals  cannot  thus 
Confine  the  love  and  grace  of  God, 
Or  limit  the  atoning  blood. 
God's  Spirit  never  was  design'd 

"In  any  M'ise  to  be  confin'd  ; 
**  The  wind  (the  Saviour  says,  you  know)  "f 
•'  Doth  where  and  when  it  listeth  blow, 
"  But  lists  to  blow  or  more  or  less, 
"  O'er  ail  the  earth,  m  ev'ry  place ; 
**  And  ev'ry  person  hears  the  sound 

•  **  Or  feels  its  impulses  around  ; 
So  blows  the  wind  of  heav'nly  grace. 
On  ev'ry  soul  of  Adam's  race  ; 


i 


"^  John  i.  9.     t  John  iii.  8. 
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It  bring  to  all  salvation  nigh,   • 
Nor  does  it  pass  one  sinner  by. 

James.     What  cause  have  you  to  disapprove 
Our  scheme  so  much,  for  want  of  love  r 
"  May  not  the  sov'reign  Lord  on  high 

"  Dispense  his  favours  as  he  will, 
*'  Choose  some  to  life,  while  others  die, 

"  And  yet  be  just  and  gracious  still  r"  * 

Rich.     Yes,  on  Christ's  gospel  scheme  he  can ; 
But  not  upon  John  Calvin's  plan. 
The  Saviour  never  yet  was  known 
To  reap,  where  he  had  never  sown  ; , 
Nor  does  he  oats  or  barley  sow. 
And  then  expect  that  wheat  should  grow  ; 
Nor  have  we  any  cause  to  fear 
That  Christ  will  be  to  us  austere  ; 
He'll  ne'er  expect  us  to  repay 
(Whatever  Calvinists  may  say) 
Those  talents  which  we  ne'er  possess'd, 
Much  less  the  sum  with  interest ; 
Nor  punish  us  at  any  time 
For  an  imaginari/  crime. 
No,  no  ;  "  the  sov'reign  Lord  on  high' 
Aceepteth  us  accordingly 
To  those  abilities  we've  got,  t 
And  not  to  those  w  hich  we  have  not. 
AVhere  much  is  given,  then  of  such 
Ho  certainly  requireth  much  ;  § 
Where  not  so  much,  he  then  will  press 
On  them  to  render  back  tlie  less  ; 
But  never  tells  us,  he  will  have 
Account  of  what  he  never  gave. 


*  D.  Watts,    t  Viz  by  bis  grace.    $  Luke  xii.  47.  48. 
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Could  I,  my  friend,  believe  like  you 
Calvinian  reprobation  true, 
That  most  are  left  by  heav'nly  grace  ; 
I  think,  my  friend,  in  such  a  case, 
Whoe'er  upon  this  shocking  plan 
Believes  himself  th'  unhappy  man  ; 
(As  most  men  may  most  justly  do, 
If  Calvin's  hopeless  scheme  be  true;) 
In  mournful,  black,  despairing  strain, 
With  show  of  justice  might  complain  : 
And,  in  a  most  heart-rending  tone. 
He  thus  migiit  utter  forth  his  moan  ; — 


COMPLAINT  OF  A  REPROBATE, 

According  to  Calvin's  doctrine. 

All !  woe  is  me  !  wretch  that  I  am  ; 
Condemned  to  endless  pain  and  shame  ; 
Unhappy  creature  !  am  not  I 
Ordain'd  a  living  death  to  die  ; 
In  Tophet  uoom'd  my  lot  to  share. 
To  roll  in  ti'ry  vengeance  there  : 
And  must  I  in  that  prison  be 
Immur'd  to  all  eternity  ? 

Eternity  !  that  dreadful  sound  ! 

What  never  ends,  nor  e'er  began  ; 
Enough  to  frigiit ,  distract,  confound, 

The  most  unthinking  soul  of  man  ! 
"  Eternity  !  that  boundless  race, 

*'  Which  time  himself  can  never  run. 
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"  Swift  as  he  flies  with  speedy  pace, 

"  Which  when  ten  million  years  are  gone  ; 
"  Is  still  the  same,  and  still  to  be  begun !"  * 

Since  my  first  wretched  breath  I  drew, 
No  happiness  1  ever  knew,  § 
Nor  ever  could,  upon  the  plan 
By  which  my  Maker  form'd  me  man  ; 
Nay,  it  appears  my  angry  God 
Design  d  1  never,  never  should. 
1  le  from  eternity  enjoins, 
j^t  least  from  Adam's  fatal  loins, 
Compell'd  thereto  by  his  decree, 
'Diat  here  I  must -a  sinner  be, 
Tlien  sink  to  endless  misery. 
Health,  worldly  substance,  friends  and  food, 
An  understanding  sound  and  good ; 
Extensive  knowledge,  manly  sense, 
Amusing  wit  and  eloquence. 
To  me,  unhappy  wretch,  are  giv'n 
By  partial  and  designing  heav'n ; 
Like  flow'rs,  of  old  profusely  shed 
On  some  devoted  victim's  head ! 
Not  given  to  increase  my  gain, 
Promote  my  joy,  or  ease  my  pain  ; 
But  widi  the  cruel,  dire  intent. 
My  deep  damnation  to  augment ; 
To  sharpen  ev'ry  pang  I  feel, 
And  sink  me  to  a  deeper  hell !  f 
Less  favour  1,  a  wretch,    can  find 
Than  is  indulg'd  the  brutal  kind  ; 


»  Prior,  j;  For  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wickwd,  ,«aith  my 
G«>(!.  Isa.  xlviii.  2'^.  and  Ivii.  21.  t  See  Mr.  Wesley's  Pre- 
destination cahiily  couiidereU,  sec.  44. 


OS  A    TA  MI  LI  All 


Nay,  1  less  mercy  ever  knew, 

Tiiaii  Salun  and  Ins  rebel  crew  ; 

for  these  at  tirst  were  happy  made, 

And  each  a  perfect  nature  had  ; 

And  in  their  proper  persons,  all 

Had  pow'r  to  stand,  tho'  free  to  fall ; 
"But  1  must  absolutely  rove, 

An  outcast  from  my  Maker's  love  ; 
Who  fix'd  my  horrid  lot  to  dwell 
"  With  fiends,  and  share  the  devil's  doom  ; 
Consigu'd  my  unborn  soul  to  hell, 
"  And  damn'd  me  from  my  mother's  womb  ! 
I  hasten  where  the  deepest  hell 
"  Is  mov'd  to  meet  me  from  beneath  ; 
W  here  damn'd  apostate  spirits  yell, 
"  And  gnaw  their  tongues,  and  gnash  their  teeth. 
Dives,  and  /,  and  Judas  there, 
"  W  ith  galling  chains  of  darkness  bound; 
]Mustho\\;l  in  blasphemous  despair, 
"  And  fiends  return  the  doleful  sound. 
A  real,  fi'ry,  sulph'rous  hell, 
"  Must  prey  upon  our  outward  frame  ; 
But  sortr  pangs  our  souls  must  feel, 
"  Tttrmented  ui  a  fiercer  flame. 
The  dreadfid  soul-consuming  fire, 
"  God  will  into  our  spirits  breatl'e  ; 
A  brimstone  stream  of  vengeful  ire, 
"   And  slay  them  with  a  livntg  death. 
No  ray  of  light,  no  gleam  of  hope, 
"  The  dismal  regions  can  allow  ; 
'Tis  here  1  must  my  eyes  lift  up, 
"  The  pains  of  hell  surround  me  now. 
Beneath  yon  boiling  ocean  cham'd, 
"   Oppiess'd,  destioy'd,  tormented,  griev'd;"" 
For  ever  lost,  for  ever  paind, 
'  Forgot;  unpitied,  unreliev'd ; 
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"  To  pour  out  unavailing  moans, 

"  And  there,  a  mad  distracted  fiend, 
**  Converse  with  everlasting  groans, 

"  Ages  of  hopeless  grief  to  spend. 
"  O  death,  this  is  thy  sling  !  O  grave  ' 

"   Of  souls,  this  is  thy  victory  ! 
"  'riie  Saviour  will  not,  ^\  ill  not  save, 

"  No  spark  of  mercy  shines  for  me  , 
"  I^opeless  my  damn'd  estate  I  mourn, 

"  God'ij  wrath  is  droptintomy  soul; 
"  His  ti'ry  w  rath  in  me  nmst  burn, 

•  "  Long  as  eternal  ages  roll. 

."  Hear  sinners,  hear  a  human  fiend, 

"  And  shudder  at  my  horrid  tale  ; 
"  Consigned  to  w  oes  that  never  end, 

"  Before  itiy  time  I  weep  and  wail. 
"  The  dreadful  worm  that  never  dies, 

"  Must  gnaw  and  tear  me  day  and  nigltt  j 
"  For  ever  banish'd  from  the  skies, 

"  And  cast  out  of  the  Saviour's  sight. 
*'   Back  to  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 

"  O'er  the  vast  gulph  I  camiot  pass  ; 
*'  I  must  not,  must  not  be  restor'J 

"  To  see  the  glories  of  his  face. 
"  Horror  of  honors  !  hell  of  hell ! 

"  This  makes  the  cup  of  wralh  run  o'er; 
"  Far  from  my  Lord,  with  fiends  to  dwell, 

"  And  never,  never  see  him  more.''  * 

Ye  beasts  that  range  the  flow'ry  plain ; 
Ye  fish  that  glide  alona;  the  main  : 
Ye  cheerful  songsters  of  the  vale  ; 
Ye  insects  fiutt'ring  on  the  gale  ; 

•  .S»f   Mr.  Ciiarlos   Wesley's  liymn  entitled,  TUe  Cry  of 
^»'^rol>;Ue. 
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Ye  creeping  reptiles  of  the  eartli, 
Of  smallest,  meanest,  vilest  birth  ; 
On  you  what  rays  of  favom-  shine  ! 
How  blest  your  lot,  compar'd  with  mine  I 
O  !  might  I  share  your  case  and  be  ^ 

From  that  dread,  double  cur«;  set  free,      ^ 
Reason  and  immortality  !  y 

With  joy  would  I  receive  the  meed, 
And  bless  the  hand  that  did  the  deed. 
Still  must  I,  Lord,  of  thee  complain  ? 
And  still  dej)lore  my  case  in  vain  ? 
Still  must  I  view  thee  as  a  foe,  * 
Obtruding  life,  dispensing  woe  ; 
Conferring  strong  desires  of  bliss, 
And  yet  withholding  happiness  ? 
From  the  full  rivers  round  thy  throne, 
Of  peace  and  joy,  not  pouring  down 
One  drop  on  me,  a  wretch  of  eaitii. 
That  1  might  cease  to  curse  my  birth ; 
Might  give  my  sad  complainings  o'er, 
Nor  envy  brutes  or  reptiles  more  ? 

Thrice  happy  brutes  !  on  earth  they  ket  p 
Short  watch,  and  then  lie  down  to  sleep  ; 
Thro'  ev'ry  scene  of  sense  they  are 
To  wretched  man  pu])erior  far  : 
In  life  they  range  the  tlow'ry  field ; 
They  graze  the  fruitful  turf  untill'd  ; 
They  drink  the  silver  streams  that  How 
Unbrew'd,  and  unenibittcr'd  too  ; 
No  fruitless  hopes,  regiets,  despairs, 
No  doubts,  noi  fears  their  bosom  shares  ; 

*  The  author  has  taken  a  hint  or  two  in  this  complaint  from 
Miltoii,  and  much  ftom  several  parts  of  Dr.  Younji's  works, 
withoui  any  other  alleration  than  what  was  necessary  for  his 
verse  and  subject. 
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Tliese  only  must  the  portion  be 
Of  hell-devotcd  souls  like  me. 
W  ithout  their  care,  by  gr^'ious  heav'n 
Their  food  and  robes  are  kindly  giv'n  ; 
No  toil  they  know,  no  anxious  care ; 
No  bodings  dire  their  bosoms  tear. 
Their  good  is  good  unmixt,  entire, 
Full  suited  to  their  hearts'  desire  ; 
If  sfckness,  paui,  or  death  coninience, 
Their  ill  no  more  than  strikes  the  sense  ; 
No  previous  dread  their  peace  can  shake ; 
No  nmrm'rings  afterwards  they  make ; 
\\  hen  the  worst  comes,  it  comes  unfear'd, 
Alike  unknown,  unseen,  unheard  ; 
No  painful  fear  of  death  they  know. 
One  stroke  begins  and  ends  their  woe  ; 
They  die  but  ouce,  then  cease  to  be  ; 
Blest  animals,  how  happy  ye  ! 
Too  happy  to  complain  like  me. 
Yours  is  that  pleasure,  comfort,  ease. 
Freedom  from  care,  content  and  peace, 
For  w  hich  poor  reprobated  man 
Wishes,  and  pra}  s,  and  sighs  in  vain. 

Father  of  mercies !  God  of  love  ! 
Enthron'd  in  perfect  bliss  above  ! 
AVhy  from  my  sileuL  molh(n'  earlh, 
AVhy  didst  thou  curse  me  into  birth  ; 
Push  into  being  wretched  ;ne, 
Unhappy,  the  rcvers';  of  thee  ? 
VVhy  tear  me  from  my  quiet  dust, 
\\'liy  out  of  non-existence  thrust ; 
And  make,  \\l.en  torn  from  peaceful  night, 
A  thankless  present  of  thy  light  ? 
\\  by  animate  a  v.retch  like  me, 
A  clod  of  earth,  willi  misery  r 
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O  !  had  m\  dust  in  peace  rcmain'd, 
Nor  e'er  the  human  form  obtain'd! 

0  !  had  my  reprobatir*g  God 

But  made  me  the  most  loathsome  toad, 

Or  e'en  the  vilest  worm  on  earth, 

Ratl'er  than  giv'n  me  Lumau  birth, 

Oidain'd  lue  rational  to  be, 

And  curst  \vith  immortahty  ! 

['m  plac'd  in  such  a  dreadful  state, 

As  by  necessitating  fate 

1  muat,  I  must  sin  on,  and  be 
Condemn'd  to  all  eternity  1 


Eternity !  O  !  who  can  bear    ' 
That  doubly  dreadful  sound  to  hear ; 
What !  must  there  no  reprieve  be  giv'n  ; 
No  hope  from  any  point  of  heav'n  ! 
Ah  !  mercy  !  mercy !  love  divine  ! 
Do  you  for  ever  cease  to  shine  ; 
Ah  mercy  !  art  thou  dead  above, 
Extinguish'd  in  the  source  of  love  ? 
Did  1  request  thee,  Maker,  say, 
To  mould  me  from  my  native  clay  ? 
Did  I  solicit  thee  to  plan 
And  make  me  miserable  man  ? 
O  !  why,  my  Maker,  didst  thou  fonii 
A  wretched,  vile,  unhappy  w  orm  ; 
And  in  such  circumstances  place, 
AVithout  one  chance  of  happiness  ? 
Does  vengeance  reic-n  in  thee  alone  ? 
\\  here  are  thy  love  and  pity  gone  r 
Must  nought  but  pow  "r,  grim  pow'r  appear 
AVhere  are  thy  tender  mercies,  \\  here  : 
And  since  my  w  ill  had  not  concurr'd 
Inhaxins  life  on  nie  conferr'd  : 


RELIGIOUS    CONVERSATION.  K»3 


T  would  but  be  equal,  fair  and  just, 
To  speak  me  to  my  native  dust. 

And  canst  thou,  Lord,  look  down  from  bliss, 
And  see  me  in  the  dark  abyss  ; 
Calhng  thee  by  that  tender  name. 
Ml/  father  !  in  a  sea  of  tiame  ; 
O'erwhelm'd  beneath  thy  vengeful  ire, 
Ami  plung'd  in  iloods  of  raging  lire ! 
O  I  canst  thou  see  my  hopeless  soul, 
Bound  fast  within  tiie  burning  pool  I 
C)  !  canst  thou  listen  to  my  moans, 
Or  hear  me  pour  eternal  groans  ; 
Enclos'd  with  woe,  translix'd  wilii  })ain, 
And  struKuliuij  with  mv  burniwor  chahi ; 
Talking  to  tiery  tempests  there. 
And  sunk  in  gulphs  of  black  despair ; 
The  raging  tiame  in  vam  implore 
To  give  its  furious  burnings  o'er  ; 
Toss,  pant  and  writhe  thy  wrath  beneath. 
And  sink  in  waves  of  endless  death  ! 
Wilt  thou,  my  Maker,  raise  thy  name, 
And  by  my  pangs  thy  pow'r  proclaim  ; 
A  worm  \\hom  yesterday  gave  birth, 
A  short-liv'd  reptile  of  the  earth  ? 
Shall  sov'reignty  preside  alone  ? 
In  my  poor  person  must  not  one 
Of  all  thy  attributes,  beside 
Thy  soy'reign  power,  be  glorify 'd  : 
Must  I  for  ever  bear  the  load, 
The  vengeance  of  an  angry  God  ? 

Forbid  it.  Lord,  and  grant  at  least, 
Tliis  slender,  almost  no  request ; 
When  banish'd  from  the  light  of  day,     ^ 
I've  wept  a  thousand  lives  away,  > 

And  wearied  torment  of  its  prey  ;  } 
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ne  tliy  vengeful  ire,     ^ 
And  rav'd  ten  thousand  years  in  fire,     J- 


AVhen  I  have  borne  th^ 

And  rav'd  ten  thousanc.  ,^^.„  ..^  ^^.^,      , 

O  let  nie,  let  me  t/ieii  expire.  ) 


Oil!  what  deep  anguish  !   this  must  find 
Compassion  in  the  hardest  mind, 
The  humane  breast  with,  hoj  ror  iill, 
And  make  one's  very  blood  run  chill  5 
If  any  man  will  but  acquaint 
Himself  with  all  this  black  complaint^, 
Me  w  ill  assort  that  in  his  view 
It  is  not  false,  but  strictly  true. 
'J'iiis  most  disastrous,  cruel  case 
Comprises  nearly  all  our  race : 
ft  has  a  tendency  to  prove 
That  God's  blest  nature  is  not  love. 
A  shocking  scheme  !  I  sooner  could 
Believe  there  never  was  a  God, 
Than  ever  a  believer  be 
In  such  a  horrible*  decree  ! 


*  So  Calvin  himself  is  hontst  enougli  to  call  it.  Sre  his  In- 
^titutes,  book  3.  chap  23.  sec.  7.  Bnt  some  casuists  liave 
endeavoured  to  soften  the  harshness  of  this  epithet  IwnibUe, 
which  Calvin  uses,  and  have  wislied  it  to  be  Englished  by 
nwfid,  renerahle,  solarin,  sacred,  Hj-c.  in  short,  by  any  woid  but 
horrible.  One  of  these  writers  refers  iis  to  Ainsworih's  Latin 
Dictionary  for  the  proper  nieanini;;  of  the  word.  He  forijets 
that  he  is  sending  us  to  look  into  a  work,  which  only  shews  how 
the  pure  Roman  writers  used  the  word,  several  centuries  be- 
fore Calvin  lived.  If  they,  in  describing  the  dreadful  rites  of 
their  infernal  gods,  some  times  termed  them  horrioiles,  we  will 
permit  the  Ca'vinists,  if  they  choose,  to  translate  it  into  .sacnd, 
solemn,  ^-c.  but  not  in  the  n;od(  '•>!  acceptation  of  these-T'Ijiariish 
words.  !?v.t  die  ca'.c  is  widely  diHerent  when  a  person,  in  modern 
times,  attempts  to  translate  iiis  i'.n'jlish  intol\,atin.  He  ;hoidd 
he  iufoinied  tlitit  ..iiis  said  Mr.  Ainsv.orth  and  Dr.  IMorell,  v.ho 
edited  several  editions  of  his  Latin  dictionary,  were  the  j;reat 
piopaj];ators  and  defenders  of  a  reJe  to  t''i'  efi'ect;  "  that  in 
venderiu;;  a  scnt'^^nce  into  Latin,  ;.ucl>  v;ords  n;nst  be  chosen  as 
approach  nearest  in  signification  and  in  sound  to  the  English  ; 


RELIGIOUS    CONVERSATION.  105 


And  should  a  iran  r.t  once  dtuy 
Tlje  being  of  the  Lord  nn^st  High, 
His  most  consummate  impiidLince 
Would  give  my  mind  far  K?ss  oitence, 
Than  if  he  could  believe  your  creed, 
And  make  our  God  a  Turk  indeed,* 

J(Wies.     Say  what  you  >viH,  but  once  for  all 
I'll  try  to  give  your^schcme  a  fall; 
1  will  before  your  view  present 
This  uncoufuted  argument. 

When  Adam,  by  his  hrst  offence, 
Disrob'd  liiiuself  of  innocence, 
Might  not  the  Lord  unto  his  seed 
Have  then  imputed  that  foul  deed  ? 
He  also  might  v,  hen  Adam  fell, 
Have  doom'd  his  progeny  to  hell ; 

ami  such  ospociallv  avo  to  he  splrctcfi,  as  aj^pcar  to  he  the  roots 
liuiii  which  the  l^tij;lisli  words  were  del  iveii."  Thusaeeordiiifj 
to  tlieir  rule,  when  an  Engli>;hnian  is  desirous  of  translating 
liis  venvrahle.  and  sacifif,  or  a  Frenehnian  his  r/ n/'ralde am]  sacte 
iiito  lyatin,  hoth  oi'  them  ouifht  to  choose  the  Latin  words 
rencra'iilis  and  sacer  to  express  the  proper  meaning  of  tliose 
Eiiirlish  and  French  words. 
Tliis  method  has  received  ahnost  universal  aihjition  among 

fiolite  scholars  (and  Calvin  is  to  he  reckoned  of  tlieir  nuniherj 
v)r  the  last  thirteen  centuries  :  so  ?mu;h  so,  lliat  if  a  hlockhead, 
in  one  of  tlie  lower  forms  of  a  pnhlic  school,  had  translated 
rcn'triihle  or  saard  into  the  word  horribilf,  Mr.  Aiiis worth  and 
Dr.  Morell  would  have  hcen  the  first  men,  had  they  had  the 
pupil  wltliin  tlieir  reach,  to  give  him  a  sound  flogging  for  his 
careless  ohservance  of  such  aiiv  easy  rule. 

When  sneh  hypercritical  niceties  as  this  writer  ostentatiously 
dis))lays,  pa'«s  in  a  )>eriodical  work  without  heiug  disowned, 
classical  l<  arning  must  appear  to  he  at  a  very  low  ehh  among 
the  avowed  conductors  of  that  puhlication. 

•  See  Mr.  Wesley's  Pixscivative  against  unsettled  notions  in 
rcliffioii,  I'Hgt  V-3:>. 
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lie  might  have  passed  by  the  ichole, 
Nor  found  a  ransom  for  one  soul. 
Except  you  both  these  points  receive, 
And  all  their  consequents  believe, 
Orig'nal  sin  is  seen  by  you 
In  the  most  dim,  beclouded  view. 
But  if  to  both  you  give  assent, 
We  here  may  end  our  argument ; 
For  now  your  well  instructed  mind 
Without  uncertainty  will  find 
That  Reprol)ation  absolute, 
One  of  the  doctrines  in  dispute, 
And  absolute  Election  are 
Both  highly  rational  and  fair ; 
For  if  God  justly  might  leave  all 
Mankind  to  perish  in  the  fall, 
Without  bestowing  his  dear  Son 
To  live  or  die  for  any  one ; 
He  justly  might  have  some  pass'd  by, 
And  left  them  in  their  sins  to  die.  '\ 

Rich'     This  argumerit  your  friends  esteem, 
As  the  main  pillar  of  their  scheme; 
I  therefore  will  attempt  at  large 
h>ntirely  to  rei)el  this  charge. 
When  Adam  fell,  his  sons  unborn 
in  him  v*ere  of  their  glory  shorn  ; 
Tor  they,  in  him,  the  law  forsook. 
And  of  forbidden  fruit  partook  ; 
"Twas  thercfoje  right  that  they  should  know 
The  stings  which  fiom  transgression  flow  : 
That  they  should  suffer  as  a  Seed 
V\  hat  Adam  as  a  Penan  did. 
Of  these  results  1  have  no"  doubt, 
'Fhey  are  self-evident  thr!)ughout ; 

t  ,So<'  Mr.  V/hitficUl>Avoiks,  vcl.  1.  p.  C7. 
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Therefore  Orig'nal  sin  must  be 
The  fruitful  i-ource  of  misery. 

Ilaviupr  premis'd  these  matters,  here 
Your  leading;  bhuulcr  uill  appear; 
l'\)r  you  confound  iu  this  debate, 
Our  Seminal  with  Pers'nal  state. 

The  wages  to  tliat  sin  belitted, 
Which  pcrstms  con<!cioush/  committed, 
I?  siitif  ring  on  th^it  occa-iou 
A  conscious,  pcrsoval  damnation. 
When  Adim  that  foul  dee<!  had  (ione, 
God's  ju^tice  would  hav<-  brightly  shone, 
Iltid  he  the  culpri:  tiicn  oouvieted, 
Conscions/jf,  pers>aiJi/  a.ilicted, 
Encompassed  xvith  fi'ry  chains, 
And  doom'd  him  to  eternal  pains. 

Our  seminal  and  unknown  ciimc 
Committed  in  our  father's  time, 
\\  hile  yet  within  his  loins  we  lay, 
And  h.ad  r.jt  seen  the  light  of  day, 
Dcmanddl  Goo's  uu>st  prompt  expression 
Of  lii>just  liatu'd  to  transgression; 
AivA  lie  mij;hl  jtistiy  th(  n  have  said, 
"   On  thv  d<.\o!i-d  gu-ity  head 
''    lie  my. eternal  f;:ry  siieu  ! 
"  And  fuither,  n/.iy  diy  helpless  race 
''    Liuoiisi  !oiis  of  the  Wnd  disgrace, 
'•   Partak;   uiit'eH  \h\  horrid  doom, 
''   For  endless  ages  yet  to  come  ! 
''   My  Loundiesj  visaomhath  decrci  d 
"  T!iat  ail  diy  iincoiiceived  aet'tl, 
''•  Vv'l.icli  y<-t  within  ihy  ioiiis  rtjiinain, 
•*   biiail  i'cvl  m  ihee  eternal  [>ai:i." 
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Most  clearly  then  \ve  might  have  seen 

What  jusi  proportion  tlicre  had  been, 

In  ev'ry  right  and  fair  intent, 

Bet\vixtthe  crinrc  and  punishment. 

'^I'he  buds  within  the  parent  stock 

Would  never  have  perceiv'd  the  shock  ; 

They  would  have  tasted  his  distress 

Without  the  slightest  co/isciottsness. 

Let  me  demand,  \vidiout  evasion, 

A\liatis  John  Calvin's  reprobation? 

It  is  a  horrible  decree, 

Fast  binding  Adam's  progeny, 

Compelling  them  to  wallow  in 

Conscious  and  iiecessan/  sin.; 

Which  draws  behind  it  the  event 

Of  consrioHs,  endless  punishment. 

And  are  they  to  enduie  iis  sniai t 

For  crimes  in  which  they  bore  ik>  put  ; 

ISut  if  to  this  you  should  reply, 

"  I'or  tht'ir  own  sins  they're  tloom'd  to  die^ 

"  As  well  c»s  for  that  w  orst  of  crimes 

"  Their  fatlier  did  in  former  tinu  s/' 

This  represents  our  God  to  be 

So  full  of  Vi  rath  and  cruelty. 

That  he  these  unfonn'd  creaturf^s  haled, 

And  all  their  persons  re()robated  ; 

That  thus  their  souls  might  be  destrojM, 

Tor  sins  a\  hich  they  could  ne'er  avoid  ! 

To  illustrate  the  matter  further, 
Suppose  I  had  conunitted  murther  ; 
'Gam-'tme  tVie  law-j  enforce  their  ciaims. 
Condemning  me  unto  the  ilanies  ; 
^  hat  sentence  is  most  just,  smce  I 
Have  siun'd  in  person  consciously  ; 
No  sole  coutpnh^'ion  did  I  need 
To  perpetrate  the  honid  i\Qt:A. 
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The  judge  may  justly  tlien  condemn 
My  pcrj-on  in  root,  branch  and  stem, 
Before  my  little  buds  {Hit  forth, 
Or  children  from  my  loins  have  birth. 
The  Hames  in  me  they'd  justly  sl;are, 
Because  they  in  and  Xiitli  me  were, 
At  that  disastrous  pohit  of  time, 
\N  lien  1  connnitted  the  sad  crime. 
And* yet  'tis  easy  to  believe. 
Just  so  much  pahi  \n Quid  they  perceive 
As  they  possesft'd  unconscious  sense, 
\\  hen  I  was  planning  my  offence. 

Suppose  ajrain  that  I  receive 
From  this  good  judge  a  kmd  reprieve; 
And  that  it  is  his  high  design 
1  siiould  raise  up  a  num'rous  line  ; 
Should  dandle  on  my  friendK  knee 
^ly  healthful,  happy  progeny. 

Imagine  all  this  business  done, 
All  these  to  men  and  women  grown  ; 
Pray,  would  it  in  my  judge  be  fair, 
Should  he  to  most  of  them  declare  ■ 
'*   \q  all  were  guilty  as  a  seed 
''   Of  the  abominable  deed 
"   \\  !iich  that  Nilf,  wicked  man  achiev'd, 
''   W  hom  1  some  years  ago  r(  priev'd  ; 
"  1  ve  every  one  of  you  extracted 
"  From  his  base  loins  since  tlvis  was  acted. 
"  Your  souls  my  mercy  })asses  by, 
"  And  leaves  you  in  your  sins  to  die  ; 
"  And  next,  my  justice  seizes  en 
''   And  absolutely  chains  you  down, 
'*   By  my  dec)  ee  of  reprobation,    • 
'*  To  certain,  personal  damuaU<.>n. 
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"  I  force  you  therefore  to  inherit, 

''  A  vile,  depraved,  Avicked  spirit ; 

"  And  in  such  cucumstances  place, 

"  As  to  exclude  all  hopes  of  grace  ; 

"^  On  this  account  it  is  my  will 

*'  That  all  of  you  shall  try  to  kill. 

"  When  }ou've  pcrforni'd  your  killing  part, 

''  It  then  \\  ill  be  my  turn  to  start ; 

"  And  1  \\ill  recompence  to  you 

"  Something  beyond  your  former  due  ; 

"  r'or  I  sat  as  your  father's  judge, 

"  And  owe  you  on  his  score  a  grudge. 

"  For  your  own  bloody,  murd'rous  deeds 

"  111  pour  my  vengeance  on  your  heads, 

"  Altiiough  it.  was  my  wise  intent 

"  Those  deeds  you  never  should  prevent  !  ' 

Of  such  a  speecli,  who  does  not  see 

Ti;e  dreadful  impropriety  ! 

Well  may  such  bluslu\s  crowd  your  face 

"\^'hen  calling  these — r>octi{iNr,s  of  unAcr, ! 

And  yet  you  all  pretend  to  teach 

Tins  w  a-  a  kind,  a  gracious  speech. 

I  wonder  d  to  heay  you  declare 

This  base  procecdingjust  and  fair, 

James.     God  might  most  justly  have  pasa'd  by 
Adam's  depra\'d  posteiiiy, 
U  ithout  providing  his  dtar  son 
To  suffer  ciciitli  for  any  ou(\ 

Rich.     1  answer,   God  forbid  ihat  we 
So  simple  aiid  ■ibsan:!  should  !:e. 
As  this  fead  faiic »  to  retain, 
That  Ciod  was  bound  to  ran.-om  man. 
Sucii  doctrints  v.e  do  not  pi-  pound  ; 
Tor  God  liie  Lord  was  nc'  more  bound 
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To  execute  redemption's  plan, 
'riian  to  create  the  iirst-torni'd  man  ; 
'^riiey  both  appear  alike  to  me 
ravours  unmerited  and  free. 

James.     You  yield  the  point  in  question  here 
In  these  no  MEDiLMcan  appear 
Bet\\  een  the  Lord's  mysterious  will 
Chnst's  mission  never  to  fulhl 
To  those  from  \\  horn  he  hides  his  face, 
And  reprobating  thcni  from  grace. 
Now  if  God  justly  miglit  deny, 
To  give  his  only  Son  to  die 
For  part  of  Adam's  race,  he  then 
flight  justly  reprobate  those  men  ; 
Their  souls  he  might  predestinate 
To  sin's  incurable  estate, 
x^nd  so  of  consequence  occasion 
Hieir  unavoidable  damnation. 
To  this  vou'll  give  your  full  assent 
As  a  conclusive  argument, 
Until  some  medium  can  be  shewn, 
Which  I  believe  can  ne'er  be  done. 

Rich.     Yes,  I  a  medium  can  fnul, 
M'hich  will  perhaps  convince  your  mind; 
Vc'.n-  ctuious  sopliism  circumvent, 
And  overtiun  your  argument; 
If  God  the  Lord  had  not  design'd 
To  cive  his  grace  to  nl/  inaukind ; 
Hud  he  been  absolutely  bent, 
TpOn  vindictive  punishment; 
Had  he  design'd  to  gloiify 
Nought  but  his  rigid  Sov'reignty  ; 
And  had  he  loftily  decreed 
'i'o  punish  sinful  Adam's  seed^ 
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To  toiture  almost  cv'ry  sou 
For  what  was  seminally  done  ; 
These  unborn  children  justU  might 
Have  been  deny'd  tlie  genial  light, 
Have  found  within  their  mother's  womb 
A  peaceful,  ncver-op'ning  tomb. 
Further,  he  might  have  been  severe 
In  shcM  ing  vengeance  on  them  there  ; 
As  their's  was  an  unconscious  sin, 
1  hat  utmost  vengeance  would  have  been 
Lnconscioits/y  to  suffer  death 
Before  they,  as  a  seed,  drew  breat'n. 
For  when  correction  he  bestows 
Tlie  greatest  equity  he  shews. 
He  would  have  crushed  guilty  Adam, 
Since  he  within  his  person  had  'em, 
\^  hen  .he  committed  the  ollonce 
Which  brought  on  this  sad  consequence. 

AVlicn  God  had  pv\nish'd  this  foul  crim,^. 
He  might,  in  his  own  chosen  time. 
Have  order'd  iVbel's  birth,  and  Seth, 
And  all  endu'd  with  saving  faith. 
Yet  none  of  these  of  life  possest 
With  j;e;.so/<Y// existence  blest, 
Cut  such  as  hcid  a  pers'/uil  share 
In  iiis  redeeming  love  and  care. 

Then  if,  in  exercise  of  kvV/, 
They  chose  O  oil's  precepts  to  fuliil,  _ 
Their  own  would  be  the  bliss  design'd, 
tJy  our  good  (.lod,  for  all  mankind. 
This  was  procur'd  vvlien  Christ  became 
Our  great  propitiating  Faiiib ;  * 

*  \  John  ii.  «, 
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When  he  stoopM  down  a  rcorld  to  save,  * 
Himself  for  a(l  a  ransom  gave,  § 
\\  hen,  though  God's  well  beloved  Son, 
He  tasted  death  for  everi/  one.  t 

But  if,  by  their  sponlaiteous  choice, 
They  stopp'd  theii"  ears  against  his  voice, 
And  zcould  not  hearken  to  his  call ; 
Then  on  their  stubborn  nocks  should  fall 
God's  ,sore  disj)leasure,  bitter  woe, 
Which  should  no  tt  rniinati'.uj  know  ; 
While  they  their  pain  should  shew  by  cries, 
Gnaw'd  by  the  worm  that  never  dies  ! 

Now  this,  in  each  case,  is  (lod's  plan, 
By  w hich  he  acteth  towards  man. 

James.     Neiglibonr,  you  always  chatter  much, 
Yet  seldom  on  my  reas'ning  lomh  ; 
You  talk  of  works  itnconscioits  done 
Ere  our  existence  was  begim  ; 
With  these  crude  thoughts  your  fancy  joins 
Tlie  babes  laid  up  in  Adam's  loins  ; 
And,  rather  zealous  wlu  n  you've  grown, 
Your  notions  ramble  up  and  down ; 
1'hey  are  in  short  )iot  more  nor  less, 
Than  i'letchei 's  thoughts  in  your  fond  dress  j 
So  that  one  cannot  understand 
The  subject  you  have  got  in  hand  ; 
When  once  or  twice  you've  travell'd  round  h. 
You  leave  it — where  at  first  you  found  it. 

Now  this  my  simile  regard  : 
You  saw  my  ducklings  in  the  yard, 
A  pretty  brood  !  but  I've  another, 
Which  now  are  hatcliing  by  their  motlier. 

*  Joha  iii.  U.  and  xii.  47,    §  I  Tim.  ii.<i.    t  Holi.  ii.  9. 


il4  A    FAMILIAR 


I  have  near  thirty  eggs  beside, 
Which  must  be  either  boii'd  or  fry'd  5 
7'o  these  did  I  some  honour  pay 
Because  I  left  them  ^^  here  thev  lav  r 
No  ;  in  my  choice  I  pass'd  them  by 
As  only  tit  to  boil  or  liy  ; 
And  for  my  future  diicklings  those 
Tluit  seem'd  the  best,  I  wisely  chose. 
And  have  Idone  them  any  \vr('Ug  ? 
Did  not  the  wh.ole  t(>  me  beloii;j  t 
I  might  apportion  any  part, 
By  the  sole  wishes  of  my  heart. 

We'll  go  from  these  to  them  that  keep 
Witliin  their  sliells,  fast  lock'd  in  sleep ; 
To-morrow  night,  if  all  be  well. 
Each  duckling  will  break  thro'  its  shell. 
Now  since  their  mother  bit  my  leg, 
Were  I  to  take  each  single  egg, 
And  dash  it  hardly  on  the  earth, 
Preventing  thus  the  duckling's  birth  ; 
I  slK)uld  be  doing  then  what  you 
Pretend  Jehovah  ought  to  do 
With  Adam's  sinful  progeny. 
Destroying  them  seminalli/ ; 
Because  their  mother  in  a  pet 
Most  furiously  my  leg  beset. 

This  mode's  more  cruel  than  the  first, 
Of  all  bad  schemes  it  is  the  worst. 
For  saw  you  not  those  in  the  yard 
How  cleanliness  tiiey  disregard  ? 
They  seem  to  know  no  higher  good 
"^rhan  constant  dabbling  inthe  mud  ; 
Their  long,  broad  bii!>  with  joy  insert 
In  pools  of  water  full  of  dirt ; 
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Tliese  things  with  pleasure  they  pursue, 
Their  nature  prompts  them  so  to  do. 
Should  I  the  duckhngs  just  alive 
Of  their  commencing  life  deprive, 
I  should  their  happiness  impair, 
Before  they've  breath'd  the  vital  air. 
No  dabbling  in  the  nuid  and  mire,    • 
Their  greatest  objects  of  desire  ! 
No  dirty  work  could  they  enjoy, 
When  thus  their  being  1  destroy. 
The  height  of  cruelty  'twould  be 
So  soon  to  cause  their  misery. 

Need  I  an  explanation  give 
Of  this  my  simple  narrative  l* 
Both  duckhngs,  those  alive  and  well. 
And  those  just  bursting  from  the  shell, 
llie  eggs  which  I  had  deem'd  unfit 
For  any  duck  alive  to  sit, 
All  these  preshadow  forth  the  state 
Of  ev'ry  human  reprobate. 

The  thirty  eggs  resei-v'd  for  use, 
Which  1  for  hatching  did  not  choose. 
Resemble  any  lifeless  mass 
Which  into  shaj)es  of  men  might  pass  ; 
Are  likti  so  many  senseless  stones. 
Which  God  might  clothe  with  tlesh  and  bones  ; 
Might  into  fresh  existence  bring 
And  make  them — into  any  thing. 
We'll  therefore  leave  them,  and  proceed 
Unto  the  rest  of  this  sad  breed. 

May  not  the  ducklings  nearly  hatched, 
And  which  I  tliouglit  should  be  dispatched, 
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Most  aptly  those  men  represent, 

Whose  case  I  very  much  lament  r 

\  ou  said  tiiat  God  had  better  slay 

1'he  sons  of  Adam,  than  repay 

Upon  their  heads  the  horrict  crime, 

Which  he  had  done  before  their  lime. 

But  this  1  never  can  allou  ; 

For  does  not  God  Onniiscient  know, 

That  siimers  feel  the  Uiost  delight 

In  doing  tliat  which  is  not  right  ? 

(As  ducklings  place  their  whole  desire 

In  constant  dabbling  in  the  nare) 

And  since  Gcd  v.isciy  has  designed 

To  benefit  and  bless  mankind, 

He  doth  to  these  permission  give 

In  constant  wickedness  to  live; 

Because  to  pin  he  wisely  sees,] 

Tend  all  their  vile  propensities. 

And  yet  his  word  abounds  with  threats 

Against  the  ir.an  whose  heart  forgets 

His  choicest  gifts  and  stores  to  bring 

To  Christ,  his  prophet,  priest  and  king. 

But  threats  give  zest  to  his  desires, 

They  add  fresh  fael  to  his  fires  ; 

Impatient  these  restraints  he  breaks, 

His  own  enjoyment  only  seeks, 

He  relishes  forbidden  food. 

And  calls  these  stolen  v\  aters  good. 

Look  at  my  ducks ;  in  them  you  see 
The  same  supreme  propensity. 
Stand  but  between  tliem  and  a  ditch. 
Menace  in  either  hand  a  switch, 
AtiVight  them  as  you  will,  they'll  strive 
In  their  lov'd  element  to  dive; 
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The  palm  of  valour  they  award    ' 
To  him  that  tirst  evades  your  guard. 

From  these  short  pleasures  you  exclude 
An  almost  countless  multitude, 
Which  were  in  Adam,  as  a  seed, 
When  he  perform'd  the  wicked  deed. 
Their  embryos  }  on  would  destroy 
}3efore  they  taste  of  any  joy  ; 
While  tfieir  propensities  of  riiind 
Make  them  to  higher  pleasures  blind. 
And  they  can  only  sin  w  liile  here ; 
Their  lot  is  therefore  most  severe. 

Rich.     Well,  what  a  parable  is  yours  ! 

'Tis  stated  so  that  it  obscures 

'Die  doctrines  w  hich  your  folks  maintain ; 

For  which  you  will  no  credit  gain. 

They  seldom  speak  so  plainly  out, 

But  mostly  shift  and  w  ind  about ; 

And  always  take  the  greatest  heed 

What  points  of  doctrine  they  concede- 
But  you  have  shewn  yourself  more  bold, 

And  now  ne  are  most  plainly  told, 

It  is  a  kind  benignant  measure, 

The  greatest  proof  of  God's  good  pleasure. 

When  he  ordains  a  man  to  be 

A  sinner  from  eternity. 

In  short  you  foolishly  bring  in 

The  Lord,  as  author  of  all  sin. 

it  seems  men's  spirits  lie  constrains 

To  perpetrate  what  he  ordains. 

You  say  he  threatt  ns  w  hat  he'll  do, 

If  they  their  wickedness  pursue  ; 

And  makes  a  rant  aliOiit  hi-:  pow'r, 

That  they  niuy  relidi  sin  the  more' 
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What  strange  ideas  must  arise, 
If  Ave  are  to  receive  these  lies 
As  solemn  trullis  by  God  made  kno\\  n, 
By  which  he  has  iiis  niercy  she\\  ri ! 
JVlercy  !  no  iiiore  let  that  be  nam'd, 
If  God  act  by  the  scheme  you've  frani'd  ! 
No  more  of  grace  or  goocuiess  tell, 
If  souls  are  thits  condcum'd  to  hell ! 

If  I  bfelieve  wliat  you  have  stated,     ^ 
I  must  conclude  that  God  lias  hated       > 
The  sinners  whom  his  hands  created  ;  } 
His  obvious  meaning  has  disguis'd  ; 
Has  with  his  creatures  taiitahz'd  ; 
And  never  meant  that  they  should  gain 
Exemption  ftom  eternal  pain. 
But  I  thank  him,  that  his  blest  word 
Describes  him  not  as  such  a  Lord. 

But  laving  all  mv  warmth  aside, 
Your  simile  1  juust  deride, 
The  system  w  hich  it  tries  to  frame 
In  all  its  parts  is  \cry  lame. 

The  eggs,  wliich  yet  remain  on  hand, 
No  fool  would  ever  understand 
To  mean  the  persons  God  rejected 
From  that  choice  number,  call'd  "  ih'  elected  •."* 
For  w  hen  their  meaning  you  display 
You  count  these  eggs  as  unj'or/nd  clay. 
V\  h<  reas  the  creatures  Gotl  pass'd  by 
And  doomed  in  tlieir  sins  to  die. 
Are  beirsgs  which  iiiniself  endu'd 
With  life  and  evVy  needful  good, 
'^l  he  likeness  therefore  meant  by  you 
Appears  in  this  respect  untrue. 


ttELlGlOUS    CONVERSATION.  119 

Your  system'also  wants  a  joint 
In  a  still  more  essential  point : 
You've  made  it  \\  lioUy  to  include 
A  reprobated  multitude ; 
For  not  a  n\  ord  do  you  express 
Of  God's  elected  witnesses. 
Which  of  your  eggs  do  you  respect 
As  your  far-famed,  sweet  elect  j^ 
Not  ojie  of  those  your  wits  invent 
These  chosen  ones  can  represent. 
I  hold  that  bliss  in  detestation, 
Which  your  disturb'd  imagination 
lias  been  so  wishful  to  ascribe 
Unto  the  reprobated  tribe. 
You  think  God's  genial  love  is  shewn 
Bv  giving  bliss  to  ev'ry  one  ; 
Cut  short-liv'd  joy  you've, made  it  seem^ 
Which  God  has  given  unto  them  ; 
It  cannot  any  longer  last 
Than  till  this  mortal  life  is  past ; 
And  sinners'  pleasures  here  are  join'd 
To  an  unhappy  state  of  mind  :  '      ,  . 

For  God  declares  "  there  is  no  peace 
'*  To  those  who  practice  wickedness." 

I've  study'd  to  appear  concise, 
And  close  my  \vords  with  this  advice  ; 
When  you  would  make  your  doctrines  kno^Vn. 
Let  these  nezc parables  alone. 

Tlius  having  view'd  your  famous  charge, 
And  answer'd  ev'ry  point  at  large, 
I  feel  my  spirit  prompted  now 
To  venture  to  retort  the  blow, 
ril  shew  to  an  impartial  man, 
That  on  the  Calvinistic  plan 
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Of  boundless  wrath,  and  narrov/  grace, 
Unto  the  hapless  human  race, 
The  attributes  of  Deity, 
Cannot  among  themselves  agree. 

What  of  God's  goodness  must  become. 
If  all  the  signs  he  gives  to  some, 
Of  this  s\\'eet  attribute  divine, 
Be  given  with  the  base  design 
^lore  to  enhance  their  souls'  undoing, 
And  deeper  plunge  them  into  ruin  t 

What  of  his  mercij,  which  displays 
Itself  o'er  all  his  works,  he  says,  * 
If  millions  of  his  creatures  are 
Excluded  from  the  smallest  share, 
By  his  own  absolute  decree, 
And  that  from  all  eternity  ? 

What  o{\m  justice  will  become, 
If  he,  w  ith  unrelenting  doom, 
^lust  sentence,  horrible  to  tell ! 
Myriads  on  myriadsdown  to  hell, 
To  groan  beneath  his  heavy  ire, 
And  dwell  with  everlasting  fire  ; 
Because  they've  not  believed  on 
The  name  of  his  beloved  Son  ? 
And  yet  your  system  makes  it  plain 
Their  trying  to  do  this  was  vain  ; 
For  God  decreed  it  from  the  womb, 
Believers  they  should  ne'er  become. 

What  of  his  ri?.sv7o«i  must  become, 
If  he  address  liimseif  to  soire, 
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And  seriously  expostulate 

With  them  upon  their  lost  estate  ; 

And  if  he  gravely  on  them  press 

"^I'heir  need  of  inward  holiness ; 

W  hen  in  the  mean  time,  they're  as  dead 

As  bodies  when  the  souls  are  fled  ;  . 

When  they  can  no  more  do  this  thing 

Than  fishes  can  speak  out  or  sing  ? 

W  here  too  on  Calvin's  scheme  would  bt 
Cod's  attribute  oi  equity  ; 
If  Adam  and  his  consort  Eve, 
Forgiving  mercy  could  receive, 
W  ho  wantonly,   at  one  bold  stroke, 
Their  duty  personaUj/  broke  ; 
Were  driven  in  severe  distress 
Into  this  hOi\vling  wilderness  ? 
And  yet  no  mercy  is  decreed 
For  millions  of  their  hapless  seed, 
Who  wretched,  destitute,  forlorn, 
In  sin  and  misery  were  born, 
Never  had  power  to  refuse 
The  evil,  or  the  good  to  choose. 
They  cannot  then,  of  consequence. 
Have  given  personal  ofltence. 

W' here  is  the  Lord's  omniscience  gone. 
If  actions  cannot  be  foreknown, 
Unless  he  issue  his  decree 
To  bring  about  their  certainty  ? 
Or  otherwise,  he  must,  in  fact, 
Himself  perform  the  foretold  act. 
Now  was  not  Nero,  in  eflf'ect, 
As  wise  himself  in  this  respect  ? 
Might  he  not  easily  foretel 
C  K I  s  m  s  siiould  fall  into  a  well, 
G 
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If  he  was  forc'd  to  run  a  race, 
At  iiiiduiglit  hour,  along  a  place 
Wliere  wells  so  close  and  frequent  lay, 
As  made  it  dang'rous  e'en  by  day  ? 
Pray  \tliat  old  woman  do  you  know, 
AVho  could  not  most  precisely  shew 
When  any  shnple  tale  would  come 
To  be  repeated  in  a  room, 
If  she  resolv'd  at  any  rate, 
lliat  she  the  story  would  relate  ; 
Or  make  some  child  supply  her  need, 
And  tell  the  story  in  her  stead  ■ 

-  How  can  the  Lord  to  us  express 
Invariable  faithfulness, 
If  his  close,  seoet  rciil  appear 
Mysteriously  to  interfere 
With  what  \\\s public  declaration 
Proclaims  concerning  man's  salvation  f 
His  leaving  us  in  this  condition, 
Willi  his  decree  of  pretention,  ;t 
Must  raise  within  us  many  doubts, 
M::ny  surmising  anxious  thoughts  ; 
Instead  of  prompting  vis  to  say, 
"With  David,  in  his  pious  lay, 
"  Tor  ever  and  for  ever.  Lord, 
"  Thy  holy,  pure,  and  sacred  word 
"  Is  settled  lirm  in  heav'n  above  ; 
"  Thy  faitli/'iibiess  shall  never  move, 
"  But  stedfast,  certain,  fixed,  sure, 
"  Through  endless  ages  shall  endure.  |[ 

Here  James  and  Eichard  seem'd  inclin'd 
To  be  unanimous  in  mind  ; 
The  ev'ning  hours  had  fled  ;  'twas  late  ; 
They  therefore  cios'd  then-  long  debate. 

■t  A  passing  by.     ||  Psalm  cxix.  89.  ?0. 
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DIALOGUE  VI. 

RICHARD   AND   JAMES. 


Richard  at  the  request  of  James,  repeats  some  of  the  principles  of 
an  Arminiaj!, — He  further  shetcs  what  he  conceiiies  to  be,  the 
superiority  of  Anninianism  abote  Calvinism.— They  express 

tlieir  mutual  forbearance  mid  charity  towards  each  other. 

They  part  amicably. — The  author's  conciliatory  reflections, 
and  conclusion. 

Jb  RIEND  James  had  much  attention  paid 
To  the  defence  which  Richard  made ; 
Its  strength  he  could  not  well  fomet  ; 
For  when  again  these  comrades  met, 
James  press'd  his  friend  to  give  in  brief, 
The  articles  of  his  belief. 
He  knew  that  Richard's  head  was  cool, 
And  that  his  heart  was  so  far  full 
As  no  reluctance  to  create, 
And  that  he  would  not  hesitate 
To  give  a  reason  for  the  hope. 
Which  rais'd  his  cheerful  spirit  up. 

Their  late  prolonged  conversation 
Produc'd  in  James  a  reformation ; 
More  favourably  of  Dick  he  thought, 
Siuce  such  strung  reasons  he  hud  brought; 
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It  seem'd  to  him,  tho'  very  strange, 
That  Richard's  was  a  real  change  ; 
That  his  mistakes  were  only  those 
Which  from  wrong  principles  arose  : 
In  short  he  was  an  alter'd  man  ; 
And  thus  again  their  talk  began  ; — 

James.     I  wonder,  since  our  combat's  pasl^ 
What  system  suits  your  curious  taste ; 
Will  you  be  pleased  now  to  give 
An  abstract  of  what  you  believe  ? 
And  to  my  view  impartial  spread 
The  frame  of  your  religious  creed  ? 
Your  thoughts  to  me  seem  pretty  clear, 
I  therefore  should  be  glad  to  hear 
Tiie  whole  condensed  scheme,  which  you 
Believe  most  orthodox  and  true. 

Hich.     About  this  thing  I'm  never  shy, 
But  always  willing  to  comply, 
1  certainly  will  do  my  best, 
To  satisfy  my  friend's  request. 
And  yet  allow  me  to  premise. 
That  this  account  will  not  comprise 
Much  of  what  I  have  said  before ; 
For  I  dislike  repeating  o'er 
The  truths  which  seem  self  evident. 
And  scarcely  need  an  argument. 

THE  CREED 

Of  the  People  generally  denominated  Armiidam. 

First  then,  I  do  believe  there  is 
One  God,  possest  of  perfect  bliss ; 
A  holy  and  a  happy  being, 
All-M'isC;  all-pow'rful  and  all-seeing  ; 
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In  faithfulness  and  truth  complete, 
Supremely  good,  supremely  great, 
Eternal,  onniipresent,  pure, 
Pow  'rful  his  word,  his  promise  sure  ; 
Immutable  and  just  is  he, 
Ilia  ways  are  ways  of  equity  ; 
Of  pitiful  and  gracious  mind, 
Long-suff'ring,  merciful  and  kind, 
^^  liake'er  is  wisest,  lioliest,  best, 
Of  evVy  perfect  good  possest.- 

Firmly  I  do  believe  that  he 
Made  ev'ry  being  which  we  see, 
lliat  He,  the  Father  of  all  nature, 
Produc'd  from  nothing  ev'ry  creature  ; 
O'er  all  his  Providence  presides 
-And  still  supports,  preserves  and  guides  ; 
That  every  good  his  creatures  share, 
'Hie  blessings  of  his  bounty  are  ; 
W  hile  all  his  willing  children  own 
'lliat  He  is  God,  and  He  alone. 

I  next  Ijelieve,  constrain'd  by  love, 
Quitting  the  realms  of  bliss  above, 
That  Jesus  Christ,  God's  blessed  Son, 
Equal,  and  with  his  Father  one, 
Assum'd  our  notwre,  liv'd  in  pain, 
For  ev'ry  soul  of  man  was  slain ;  * 
1'liat  when  he  had  resign'd  his  breath. 
He  rose,  and  triumph'd  over  death, 
Again  ascended  up  on  high, 
Assum'd  his  throne  above  the  sky  ; 
Wliere  with  our  God  he  ever  pleads. 
And  for  poor  sinners  intercedes. 

•  Htb.  ii.  9. 
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I  in  the  Holy  Ghost  believe, 
And  Him  as  comforter  receive. 
Who  is  with  Father  and  with  Son, 
In  heaven  three,  and  yet  but  one ; 
That  God  thro'  Jesus  can  bestow 
On  penitents  forgiveness  now  ; 
That  when  this  fleeting  world  is  past, 
He'll  raise  our  bodies  up  at  last, 
When  we,  if  good,  as  says  his  word  * 
Shall  live  for  ever  with  the  Lord. 

When  I  God's  nature  wish  to  shew, 
1  always  ask,  "  what  canst  thou  do  r" 
And  yet  these  sentiments  are  mine, 
Respecting  attributes  divine  j 
They  ail  invariably  agree. 
And  act  in  perfect  harmony. 
His  goodness  never  can  oppose 
The  gentle  sov'reignti/  he  shews  ; 
Wis  justice  never  can  invade 
Those  schemes  his  love  and  mercy  laid  \ 
And  so,  my  friend,  must  all  tlie  rest, 
Of  which  the  Godhead  is  possest. 
For  if  a  God  all  mercy  must  -f 
Of  consequence  be  deem'd  unjust. 
In  follows  tlien,  without  distortion, 
By  the  same  rule  of  just  proportion, 
That,  if  he  is  aU justice,  he 
A  God  unmerciful  must  be  ; 
Jf  sov'reignty  preside  alone, 
His  love  and  goodness  must  be  gone  ; 
If  only  boundless  pow'r  preside, 
His  w  isdom  must  be  laiil  aside. 
But  if  one  attribute  divine 
Can  with  superior  lustre  shine, 

*  1.  Thes.  iv.  17.     t  See  Younji's  Nia;lit-Tlioii"lits,  iiidit  4. 
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'Tis  goodness,  which  above  the  rest, 

L'nrivaird  glows  within  his  breast; 

Yea,  it  a/one  appears  to  be 

llie  darlii:^  of  the  Deity, 

His  first,  his  chief,  supreme  delight, 

"  And  aI;nostniore  than  intinite  !'-' 

W  ithout  it  he  could  never  prove 

Tiie  object  of  our  praise  or  love  ; 

Wert;  he  not  good,  he  would  not  deign 

To  listen  when  his  sons  complain; 

AVould  ne'tr  regard  afHiction's  cry, 

Nor  notice  when  the  guiltless  die  : 

*'  Eteriiul  justice  then  would  be 

"  But  everlasting  cruelty  ;" 

Wisdom  divine,  but  craft  immense; 

His  power.  Almighty  violence. 

Goodness  !  delightful  sovmd  !  'tis  this 

Which  adds,  if  aught  can  add,  to  bliss  ; 

The  men  w  ho  venture  to  deny 

His  goodness  infinitely  high, 

Unwittingly,  or  by  design,  '  . 

His  very  Godhead  undermine.  '* 

The  sacred  pages  clearly  shew 
This  brief  account  of  goodness  true, 
Full  proof  for  my  assertion  bring. 
And  sweetly  teach  the  truth  I  sing. 

"  Shew  me  thy  glory,"  Moses  cry'd  ;  f 
His  gracious  Maker  thus  reply'd, 
"  I'll  make  uiy  goodness  pass  before  thee  ;" 
(Observe,  his  goodness  is  his  glory  ;) 
Tlien  Moses  said,  "  O  Lord  proclaim  § 
"  'ITiy  kind,  unutterable  name  !" 

*  .S«'e  Mr.  Pomfrtt  on  the  Divine  Attril)utc  of  Goodness. — 
t  Exod.  xxxiii.  18.  19.    i  Exod.  iii.  13. 
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He  waited  for  a  further  word ; 

At  length  tliiy  glorious  name  he  heard, 

W  hicli  well  may  all  despair  control, 

And  raise  the  most  desponding  soul ; 

**  The  Lord  most  piteously  incJin'd, 

"  Long-sutY'ring,  merciful  and  kind  ; 

"  With  goodness  and  with  truth  o'erflowing 

"  !Mercy  on  thousands  still  bestowing  ; 

"  Forgiving  us,  our  souls  to  win, 

"  Jniojuity,  transgression,  sin."  * 

\\  ith  what  affectionate  concern 

Do  his  paternal  bow  els  yearn, 

O'er  us,  the  ci  eatures  oi  his  care, 

\\  horn  still  his  mercy  deigns  to  spare  ! 

W  ho,  when  he  \;  aits  our  souls  to  bless. 

Refuse  his  boon,  our  happiness. 

While  thus  in  most  pathetic  strains 

Of  cur  perverseness  he  complains  ; 

"  O  sinners  turn,  w hy  will  ye  die  r  f 

"   He  that  made  you  asks  you  why. 

"  1  rather  w  ould  your  sins  forgive, 

"  Ivlu'^hraiiicr  tliat  your  souls  should  live  ; 

"  B}  my  ov\  n  life  I  swear,  that  I 

"  Ta  o  })ieasure  have  in  those  that  die  ;  § 

"  I  never  willingly  am  seen 

"  Afiiicluig  the  poor  sons  of  men !  i. 

"  I'.lercy  is  charming  in  my  sight, 

"  Tvly  {-.ieas^^nt  work,  my  dear  delight ;  jj 

*^  }lut  wrath  and  punishment  severe, 

"  My  strange  unpleasing  acts  appear.  §5j 

''  O  !  would  the  sons  of  men  be  wise,  tl 

"  And  hearken  to  mv  kind  advice  ! 


*  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  7.  +  Ezek.  xviii.  2S.  31.  3t.  «  Ezek. 
xxxlii.li.  jLam.  iii.3,").  |j  Mic.  vii.  18.  Jer.  ix.  i^l.  ^j  Isai. 
xxviii.  21.     it  Dent,  xxxii.  £9.  Psal.'lxxxi,  13. 
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"  O  !  was  there  in  them  such  a  heart,  * 

"  From  sin  and  folly  to  depart ; 

"  To  serve  me  with  a  holy  fear  ; 

"  Attentively  my  words  to  hear ; 

"  Love  me  the  Lord  their  God,  and  still 

"  Perform  the  dictates  of  my  will ; 

"  That  it  xnight  well  and  happy  be 

"  With  them  and  their  posterity. 

"  Ho^w  can  1  give  the  sinners  up, 

"  Or  utterly  deprive  of  hope  ! 

"  jSIy  heart  is  turn'd  w  ithm  my  breast  -f 

"  On  seeing  sinners  so  distrest ; 

•*  ISly  mercy's  bowels  sound  again, 

"  And  yearn  o'er  poor  unhappy  men ; 

"  1  view  them  lost  in  sin  and  shame, 

"  And  pity  kindle-  to  a  tlanie  ; 

"  I  will  not  therefore  exercise 

''  My  wrath,  or  let  my  anger  rise  ; 

"  My  fury  I  will  not  employ, 

"  Nor  sinners  suddenly  destroy. 

"  For  I,  who  thus  my  wrath  restrain, 

"  Am  God,  and  not  revengeful  man  : 

"  I  therefore  will  suspend  their  fate, 

"  And  with  un\ve:uieil  patience  wait ;  || 

"  If  tliey  repent,  I  \\  ill  forgive  ;  § 

"  If  they  return,  1  will  receive  ;  % 

"   If  they  but  know  their  gracious  day,  t+ 

"  They  never  shall  be  cast  aM'ay  ;  1|1| 

"  They  shall  my  grace  and  goodness  prove, 

"  And  sweetly  taste  that  God  is  Love."  %X 


•  Dent.  V.  29.  Isai.  xlviH.  18.  t  Hos.  xi.  8.  9.  |1  2  Pet.  iii. 
9.  i  Ezck.  xviii.  :K>.  t  Isai-  Iv.  7.  tt  Luke  xix.  4^.  |!11  John 
>i.  37.    tf  John  iv.  8.  16. 
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James.     With  my  rude  interruption  bear, 
For  I  must  frankly  now  declare, 
Your  words  are  but  a  definition 
Of  God,  in  his  abstract  condition  ; 
No  mortal  man  but  will  approve 
Of  what  you  say  concerning  love, 
And  oth(  r  things  which  you  relate 
Of  God  in  his  eternal  state. 
But  these,  my  friend,  have  nouglit  to  do 
With  God  as  it  respecteth  you, 
Or  any  of  our  sinful  seed  ; 
I' or  God  has  certainly  decreed 
Such  measures,  as  he  thinks  most  just, 
To  put  in  force  against  his  dust ; 
Of  these  sojue  seem  to  be  severe. 
And  with  his  goodness  interfere  ; 
But  wlien  they  all  afe  brought  to  light. 
No  doubt  our  judge  will  have  done  right. 

Rich.  W  hat  foolish  censures  you've  convey'd 
Against  the  statements  m  hich  I  made  i 
Yet  youi  distinctions  fanciful 
My  docli  ines  cannot  disannul. 
Are  you  su  simple  as  to  try 
To  make  our  God  his  truth  deny  r 
Praj ,  does  he  not  his  creatures  tell, 
IJc  is  the  Lord  unchangeable  ? 
Seeni  liis  perfections  here  on  earth 
To  differ  from  '\\  h.ut  gave  thein  birth  I 
Do  they  ifi  giori/  oiilif  shine 
As  emanations  Uiostciivnie  i" 
Wliat  arc  they  when  they  come  to  us  r 
[s  justice  much  more  rigoious  .'' 
Is  his  complacency  above 
Ti  e  source  of  joy,  the  fount  of  love  ; 
And  is  it,  think  \ou,  his  good  will 
i)\\x  souls  its  fi.luess  siiould  not  iill '' 
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J)oes  mercy  languish,  love  decrease, 

A\  hen  first  tVom  heav'n  they  gain  release  ? 

Are  tltey  not  rather  all  the  same, 

\\  hate'er  on  earth  may  be  their  name  ? 

1 1  ere  tlieir  effects  alone  we  see ; 

JJy  these  we  know  their  entity. 

\\  halcver  adjuncts  they  comprise. 

Within  themselves  they  harmonize. 

Al  your  request,  I  no\\  proceed 
I'urtiier  to  state  my  liomely  creed  ; 
And  though  of  it  I  cannot  boast 
As  f'Mc  in  which  you  may  be  lost,  ■ 
^^  hih^  trying  to  make  out  its  mazes  ; 
^  et  it  no  doctiines  ever  raises, 
13ul  what  may  be,  gs  God  mtcnded, 
By  us,  his  creatures,  comprehended. 

I  not  believe,  what  God  decrees 
Or  acts,  he  does,  by  what  he  is  ; 
And  no  one  thing  does  he  allot 
To  hai>})en  by  what  he  is  not.  , 

lie  therefore  never  could  decree 
Ci  eatures  in  such  capacity. 
As  our  progenitors  were  fouiul, 
When  ihey  trod  on  angelic  gn)und, 
I'or  aiiv  end  Lut  to  possess 
Botli  holiness  and  l;apphiess. 
And  since  th*  y  did  from  him  derive 
The  pow'r  which  form'd  and  kept  ali\e, 
He  had  right  to  exercise 
O'er  them  his  high  authorities  ; 
To  issue  forth  his  blest  commands 
To  them,  the  ciea.ures  of  his  iiands  ; 
And  might  loquin-  to  these,  ihat  they 
A  strict  obedience  should  p;)y. 
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While  they  did  this,  pray,  might  not  he 

Reward  such  acts  with  equity, 

And  towards  them  such  favour  shew 

As  is  to  such  obedience  due  i  * 

It  hke\\  ise  must  be  understood, 

As  God  is  wise,  and  jnst,  and  good. 

That  moitals,  in  this  situation, 

Should  stand  in  covenant-relation 

To  him,  who  forni'd  tliem  lirst  from  earth 

And  gave  their  upright  spirits  birth  ; 

Should  both,  that  conduct  testify 

AVhich  such  relation  doth  imply. 

This  conduct  on  tiie  part  of  men. 

By  the  word  duties  \\  e  explain  ; 

Ihese  are  conditions,  we  contend, 

On  which  its  benellts  depend. 

Now  if  these  favour'd  creatures  should 
Tkhave  unworthy  of  tliis  good. 
To  do  those  deeds  should  not  aspire, 
Which  such  relation  dolh  require, 
j\nd  lose  by  acts,  or  by  ne<:icct, 
Their  Cov'uant-maker's  kind  respect, 
God's  mercy  then,  and  love  combin'd 

Heqtdre  that  he  some  means  should  lind. 

All  past  offences  to  forgive, 

And  such  offenders  to  retrieve, 

Biing  them  again  into  probation, 

By  a  m\\  covenant-relation. 
•    But  this  gieat  mercy,  we  suppose. 
The  Lord  Jehovr.h  never  shcA^s, 

In  raising  man  from  such  a  state, 

If  by  it  he  should  violate 

*  That  is,  due,  not  on  arcoui; t  of  m\\  proper,  hwi  imjnaper 
iv.f  rit.  in  roiv-tHjucnct'  of  God's  uiost  grucioxis  promise ;  sve 
KcY,  iii.  4.  o 
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That  truth  and  justice  m  hich  appear 

To  hiin,  witli  mercy  ever  dear. 

I  must  request  to  notice  now, 

That  tliis  requirement  does  not  flow 

From  any  Covenant-relation, 

A  compact,  or  a  stipulation, 

W  hich  might  be  written,  sign'd,  and  seal'd 

And  to  both  parties  then  reveal'd. 

It  springs  from  tliat  relation  rather, 

^^  hich  is^betwecn  a  Child  and  Father. 

Vea,  James,  when  our  flrst  parents  fell,  ~ 

And  might  have  been  condemn'd  to  hell  j 

E'en  then  a  Father's  bowels  mov'd, 

Their  souls  the  good  Creator  lov'd, 

In  wisdom  infinite  he  chose 

To  let  his  mercy  interpose 

His  justice  and  his  wrath  betwixt, 

And  kindly  love  with  judgment  mixt. 

\\  liile  all  the  attributes  divine 

Concurred  in  this  great  design, 

They  did  not  one  another  thwart, 

Nor  did  their  forces  act  apart ; 

Not  one  am(»ng  them  lost  its  place, 

But  rather  shone  with  brighter  grace. 

^^  hen  man  was  as  a  culprit  \  iew'd, 
Their  old  relation  God  renew'd  ; 
He  a  nezc  covenant  ordain'd, 
Since  man  the  former  one  profan'd. 
Now  the  iiezc  covenant  refiuivd, 
'iliat  all  the  bliss,  \\hi«]i  man  desir'd, 
Should  be  suspended  on  the  ground 
That  all  Ins  deeds  were  rig!  teous  found  ; 
And  yet,  that  God  should  nought  expect, 
But  what  man's  powers  could  etttct ; 
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And  pow'rs  quite  compcteni  were  giv'n 
To  erring  man,  by  gracious  heav'n. 
This  cov'nant,  iirni  on  either  side, 
!Most  rigliteously  did  then  provide 
That  each  conditioii,  dii.y,  term, 
AVhich  it  requires  man  should  perform, 
In  tliis  new  covenuni-relution, 
Be  siicli  as  in  his  situation, 
ISIay,  ^^ith  bestow'd  abilities. 
Enable  him  to  do  with  ease.  * 

Bat  to  be  more  particular  still, 
Rcspectnig  all  the  good  and  ill, 
Which  God  is  seen  to  manifest 
To  those  w  ho  are  with  bemg  blest, 
I  next  believe, — Th' Almighty  made 
Adam  our  sire  and  nat'ral  head. 
Perfect  according  to  his  nature, 
A  hf,iy  and  a  happy  creature  ; 
With  power  sufficiently  cndow'd, 
W  hereby  he  might  have  ti;  nily  stood ; 
And  m  this  equitable  case, 
Assisted  by  crealmg  grace, 
Left  him  to  choose,  or  good  or  ill. 
According  to  his  own  Free-will. 
He  fell,  and  by  this  fail  of  his, 
Depriv'd  himself  of  that  pniiie  bliss. 
FroiJi  being  deatnkss,  siukss,  pure, 
He  was  subjected  to  endiire 
The  t)rinent'5  which  transgression  biing?, 
And  felt  condemned  nature's  stings  ; 
Then  sin,  mortaii;}  and  pain 
KushV  on  him  with  tlieir  deadly  train. 

"*  See  Mr.  Oliver's  answer  to  Mr.  Hill;  entitled  a  Stourge 
40  Ciihininy,  pagt'  143.  146. 
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At  that  time,  all  his  seed,  in  fact, 

Were  made  j)arlakers  of  the  act ; 

They  sinned  in  him  as  a  seed 

Existing  in  their  nat'ial  head  ; 

And  so  of  consequence  we  see, 

Sinful  became  as  well  as  he, 

And  subject  to  mortality. 

God  might,  in  wrathful  dispensation, 

\ivL\e  just li/ doom' d  him  to  damnation  ; 

And  all  his  unbegoHen  sons, 

Existing  then  wulini  his  loins, 

Have  punish'd  with  him  as  a  seed 

Existing  in  their  sinful  head. 

I  think  this  must  have  been  the  case^ 

W  ith  Adam  and  his  unborn  race, 

If  God  had  not  in  lovedesign'd 

To  give  his  grace  to  all  mankind  ; 

Affording  them  a  better  station 

^V'hich  we  call  persona/  probation  ; 

(/od's  justice  claiin'd  it  as  ^  right. 

This  >iu  when  g^iiiig  to  requite. 

If  he  did  punish,  it  should  be 

A  pimishmcnt  Avilh  equity. 

For  God  would  never  have  permitted 

That  Adam,  who  this  sin  committed, 

A  sinful  seed  should  propagate, 

PlacM  in  their  father's  fallen  state  ; 

Nor  being  personal  bestow'd 

Eor  evil,  not  for  any  good  ; 

By  liiis  ihey  only  would  have  been" 

Subject  to  yiccessary  sin, 

Eix'd  in  a  cursed  situation, 

Daily  increasing  their  damnation, 

A  nuisance  to  the  sons  of  earth. 

And  to  the  God  who  ga^  e  them  birth  ! 
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I  give  to  God  immortal  praise, 
That  such  are  not  his  gracious  ways  ; 
Compassion  vast  ^\  ithin  him  dweh, 
Most  tenderly  for  mnn  he  felt ; 

*'  When  man  was  lost,  Love  look'd  about, 
"  To  see  what  help  in  earth  or  sky, 

"  In  vain;  for  none  appear'd  without, 
"  The  help  did  in  his  bosom  lie  ; 

Accordingly,  his  love,  thus  great, 
To  man  in  his  condenmed  state, 
Indued  his  v>  isdom  to  devise 
A  plan  which  fully  satislies 
The  claims  of  justice,  and  obtains 
Freedom  for  man  from  endless  pains. 
He  gave  his  onh  Son  we  tind,  * 
To  taste  of  diath,  for  all  .mankind,  t 
Atoning  for  die  sin  of  ail,  X 
And  warding;  off  dieir  future  fall. 


I  next  believe  th;  t  Christ  in  love, 
Came  not  lus  Fatlur's  giace  to  move 
To  the  unhappy  human  race ; 
No,  this  ah  tad  Y  vv^^s  ll,o  case  ; 
It  \\as  the  Futlier's  boundless  love,  \\ 
That  sent  the  Saviour  frc.ii  i.bove  ^ 
His  wisdom  h\d  found  out  the  plan: 
His  love  supply'd  the  lueuns  to  man  ; 
Fie  gave  ids  Sou  wlio  li\"d  and  died, 
That  justice  might  be  satisfyd, 
And  that  he  iniglit  tu  man  display 
A  royal,  and  an  open  way 
To  ssve  his  soul  consi.-jiently 
With  G<.-d's  unmov'd  veracity  ; 

■Johuiij.  16.     tKeb.  ii.  9.     ^  iJoha  ii.  2.     |!  Joliu  iii.  Ui. 
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AW  Other  attributes  divine 
Agreeing  in  the  blest  design. 

In  this  case  how  your  folks  have  try'd 
To  lay  free-agency  aside  ! 
But  God,  his  people's  constant  friend, 
Did  no  such  circumstance  intend. 
He  never  could  on  such  a  scheme. 
Have  pimish'd  or  rewarded  them 
^^  ho  slighted  or  obey'd  his  word, 
\Mio  own'd  or  else  disdaiii'd  their  Lord. 
Besides  he  never  could  display 
Strict  justice  in  the  judgment-day. 
You  need  not  any  more  surmise 
That  n;an's  free-agency  implies 
One  thing  subveisive  of  the  honour 
Of  iiim,  who  is  its  bounteous  donor. 
Since  God  has  this  irreat  ^Ih  bestow'd 
Lt;t  us  receive  and  call  it  good.  * 

I  therefore  next  believe,  tlie  aim 
With  which  the  blessed  Saviour  came, 
Was  not  most  forcibly  to  press 
To  misery  or  happiness/ 
'Die  souls  he  griciously  endu'd 
\\  ith  choice  of  evil  or  of  good. 
But  one  grand  ami  seems  to  have  been, 
To  put  away  orig'nal  sin  ; 
Again  renew  otir  lapsed  pow'rs, 
And  make  a  day  of  mercy  ours  ; 
'I'o  raise  us  to  a  better  station, 
A  stale  of  personal  probation, 

•  Tho  author  does  not  Jindcrstanil  wliat  some  call  Natural 
Free-w  il).  He  believes  that  ali  tiic  Frce-ivill  to^ond,  wiiieli  any 
of  th<!  liniiiaii  race  enjoys,  has  l>tca  restored  to  tiieiu.bince  titc 
lall,  for  thetsake  of  Jesus  Chist. 
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Under  far  better  promises, 
Than  Adam  did  at  ilrst  jDossess. 
Christ  died  that  ev'ry  one  niigUt  here 
A  temporal^  redemption  share, 
Might  each  be  favoar'd  with  vocation 
To  free,  itiiliulf   Salvation. 
And  tluis  doth  Jesu's  blood  atone 
For  that  orig'nal  sin  of  one, 
Which  sin  on  all  ias  hapless  race 
Had  brougiit  bolli  ruin  and  disgrace. 
^  et  for  his  crime  his  sons  will  feel 
Not  one  of  all  the  pangs  of  hell. 
Since  for  it  Christ  atonement  made, 
A  precious,  pleasing  ransom  paid. 
If  condemnation  they  receive, 
It  is  that  they  will  not  believe  ; 
That  they  will  not  their  sins  forsake. 
Nor  bend  Christ's  easy  yoke  to  take. 
Tho'  from  this  bitter  root  I  know, 
All  present  temporal  evils  tlow, 
Vn  hich  ev'ry  mortal  man  must  have, 
"  Betwixt  the  cradle  and  the  grave." 

James.     You  will  perhaps  account  it  rude 
I.i  me  so  often 'to  intrude. 
On  many  trivial  occasions. 
By  V.  eak  and  feeble  observations. 
But  I  would  now  beg  leave  to  know 
If  you  will  your  (j])ini(>n  shew, 
Concerning  v\hat  will  be  the  state 
Of  ev'r)  heathen  reprobate. 

Hich.     No  great  persuasion  do  I  need 
To  state  this  portion  of  my  creed  ; 

*  Or  tcrnporartj,  during  the  accepted  t'nw.     +  That  is,    Salva- 
tion btituii.  » 
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Nor  do  I  think  it  an  offence 

'JTliat  I  so  often  must  commence 

With  topics  fresh,  at  your  request, 

Hre  I've  done  justice  to  the  rest. 

Whatever  mv  opinion  be, 

Yours  any  simpleton  may  see. 

Improperly  you  designate 

The  Heatlien  world  as  Reprobate. 

I  an»  inclined  to  suppose 

What  the  word  speaks,  it  speaks  to  tliose 

To  w  horn  it  comes,  but  is  not  found 

'Mongst  those  that  never  heard  its  sound. 

Surely  these  myriads  will  not  dwell 

For  ever  in  the  pit  of  hell, 

Because  they've  not  believed  in 

A  Christ  they've  neither  heard  nor  seen  : 

Cruel  it  would  appear  indeed 

Did  God,  their  Maker,  thus  proceed. 

But  this  our  God  and  gracious  friend. 

Nor  does,  nor  ever  did  intend  ; 

Tho'  well  1  know  some  chosen  folk, 

Give  them  to  Satan  at  a  stroke  ; 

And  without  doubt  or  hesitation, 

Doom  all  the  heathens  to  damnation  I 

For  them  however  it  is  well. 

Amidst  this  sending  down  to  hell. 

That  evei7  self-elected  minion, 

Can  only  damn  them  m  opmion  ; 

While  one  who  better  knew  die  mind, 

Which  God  hadi  shewn  to  all  mankuid, 

Thus  openly  his  will  declares,  "t" 

"  In  ev'ry  nation,  lie  that  fears 

"  His  God,  and  doth  that  fc;ir  express 

"  By  works  of  truth  and  righteousness, 

t  Acts  X.  3.V. 
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"  Shall  surely  find,  in  such  a  case, 

"  Acceptance  with  the  God  of  grace." 

We  see  to  what  a  monstrous  size 
Peter's  keen  prejudice  could  rise  ; 
He  would  not  his  opinion  bend, 
Till  God  himself  did  condescend 
1  o  let  him  see  the  thing  was  true  ; 
And  then  he  own'd  he  better  knew. '); 
Had  you  good  Peter's  lesson  ply'd 
You'd  lay  these  judgings  all  aside  ; 
That  is,  you'd  call  no  person  mean, 
Reprobate,  common,  or  unclean. 

Paul,  in  a  place  I  lately  saw,  jj 
Declares  that  men  without  the  law 
Such  ju4gnicnt  shall  at  last  receive. 
As  by  their  works  themselves  they  give  ; 
Their  coi/sx'icnce  also  serving  them 
Or  to  excuse,  or  to  condemn  : 
And  those  whom  God  deigns  to  excuse 
Satan  himself  dare  not  abuse. 

More  scriptures  might  be  brought  by  far, 
But  these  I  think  suiticrent  aie 
To  shew  a  caiidkl  fiiir  C'alvinion, 
The  solid  truth  of  this  opinion. 

Thus  then  I  have  presented  von, 
As  full,  clear,  and  distinct  a  view, 
Of  my  religious  creed  and  p'an, 
As  with  my  choicest  words  1  can. 
1  humbly  hope  it  will  be  fo  ii:d 
Consistent,  open,  clear,  a)id  sound. 
Agreeing  well  in  ev'ry  view, 
\\  ith  scriptiire  and  witli  reason  too, 

t  Acts  X.  28.     ti  Kom.  ij,  12.  14.  15.  26.  27. 
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A  true  God-glorifying  plan, 
And  most  consoling  unto  man. 

James.  Well,  you  have  done,  and  ev'ry  word 
With  great  avidity  I've  heard. 
What  in  your  creed  1  greatly'blame    ■ 
Is  that  contempt  which  will  disclaim 
The  awful,  sov'reign  pow'r  of  God, 
And  thus  refuse  his  ruling  rod. 

Rich.     You  say  that  one  main  reason  why 
We  will  not  Mith  your  scheme  comply, 
A  leading  cause  of  our  rejection 
Of  your  sweet  doctrine  of  election 
Is,  we  will  not  submit  to  be 
Rul'd  by  our  Maker's  sov'reigntt/. 
This  you  consider  here,  we  see. 
As  singly  and  abstractedlj/. 
Of  men's  eternal  states  disposing ; 
Some  men  rejecting,  others  choosing  ; 
And  this  too  by  no  other  measure, 
Than  that  of  his  mere  Sov'reign  pleasure. 
Thus,  James,  you  charge  our  opposition, 
To  a  proud,  carnal  disposition, 
^\  liich  to  be  danm'd  will  not  submit. 
As  your  grim  sov'reignty  thinks  tit. 
I  often  too  liitve  heard  it  said. 
By  many  a  turn-coat  renegade, 
Wliose  volatile,  unsettled  mind 
W  as  veer'd  about  with  any  wind. 
Who  in  the  riglit  could  never  rest. 
But  wheel'd  about  from  east  to  west. 
To  this,  or  that,  as  suited  best ; 
Whose  wits  wei  e  ever  on  the  stretch 
Some  imposition  smooth  to  fetch, 
Some  plausible  pretence  to  find 
To  hide  the  weakness  of  their  mind 


'•} 
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I  say,  I  oft  have  heard  it  said 

By  tliese,  that  they  have  often  had 

Strong  struggles  o'er  and  o'er  again,  * 

That  they  have  fought  with  might  and  main, 

-And  entertain'd  great  disaffection 

Against  this  doctrine  of  election. 

But  that  at  last  it  so  befel 

Something  from  heav'n  (perhaps  from  hell !) 

Quite  overcame  and  mortify'd 

This  their  carnality  and  pride  ; 

Some  "  furnace"^  taught  Uiern  to  approve, 

And  "  peep"  at  sweet  electing-love  ; 

And,  strange  as  it  may  seem  to  be, 

Gave  tliem  this  soothing  truth  to  see 

(Through  Calvin's  light  which  on  them  shone,) 

Some  are  elect,  and  1  am  one. 

For  ere  they'll  "  peep"  or  will  embrace 

This  doctrine  of  Calvhilan  grace, 


*  See  Mr.  Bviiridge's  C'lristian  World  Unmasked,  where  he 
Ijoasts  and  vanoius  at  a  great  rate,  that  no  Calvinist  ever  alters 
his  sentiment*,  but  always  dies  at  tne  foot  ot  his  colours.  He  rails 
asainst  the  Aiminians  tor  a  contrary  practice.  However,  Mr. 
Ijerridqeniust  eitlur  havelktn  little  a«'qiraiHted  with  men  and 
books,  extremely  inattciitive,  or  giuity  of  pnblis}iin<r  a  wilful 
falshood.  For  v,  hilst  tiic  na)v,(^s  and  condut  t  of  John  (ioodwin, 
Arciiijishop  Usher, .Richard  Ba^cter,  Dr.  Watts,  and  others 
that  micht  be  mentioned,  are  remembered,  it  will  be  easy  to 
prove  the  falsity  of  his  a^:sertion.  Yet  we  allow  very  readily 
the  case  is  far  more  rare  with  tl^e  Calvinists  than  ti:e  Amiinians ; 
and  think  it  by  no  means  womieiiu!  tV.r  nsany  obvious  reasons  ; 
In  particular,  we  strongly  suspect  lliat  too  many  who  have  pre- 
sumed themselves  to  be  the  elect,  make  the  peculiarities  ot 
their  opinion  tlu>  fonmlation  of  thtir  ndision^  so  that  he  that 
touches  these,  touches  tiie  apple  of  their  eye.  They  are  then 
ready  tociy  out  with  poor  j>Iicah,  You  have  taken  away  (or 
are  attemptinsrto  take  away)  my  (iu.^,  and  what  havelm.crc  ? . 
$  See  Mr.  Berridge's  Christian  Woikl  Unmasked,  where  be 
says,  a  furnace,  tliai  is,  I  suppose,  some  severe  affliction  ii» 
duced  him  to  rtceive  it. 
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They  will  take  care  you  may  depend, 
To  "  peep"  out  from  the  proper  end  ; 
That  is,  ere  they  embrace  .tliis  plan, 
Tlliey  M  ill  take  all  the  pains  they  can, 
A  strong  presumption  to  eft'ect. 
That  they  tliemsehces  are  the  elect. 
Tliis  having  done,  1  can  assure  ye, 
Those  may  expect  to  feel  their  fury, 
Whose  pride  and  insolence  exclaim, 
Against  their  great  Diana's  name. 
And  grim  ^1  poll  yon  her  brother ; 
I  mean  by  both  the  one  and  t'  other. 
Those  twins  so  deep  in  ihtir  affection, 
Call'd  reprobation  and  election. 
They  then  pretenrl  iheir  lixed  hate 
To  these  things  in  thck  former  state, 
Arose  from  their  bet  ioudcd,  blind, 
Proud,  isfuorant,  ai.d  carnal  mind. 
But  now  upon  a  close  m  necuon, 
Their  eyelids  clcar'd  by  ij  f-election, 
Tho"  they  before  were  di'i>  y  siirhtcd, 
Yet  when  by  Calvin's  cahJ.if  lighltd, 
They  most  surprising  si^hl;     iu  see, 
They  soar  aliove  legality  ; 
All  their  salvation-work  is  done, 
'Tis  tinish'd  ere  it  be  begun  ! 
And  Sin,  when  riirlitly  understo.  d. 
Shall  w  ork  together  for  their  good, 
Their  covenant  is  sure  ;  and  they 
Shall  never,  never  fall  away": — • 
True  ;  but  unhappily  we  find, 
his  a  league  of  lleshly  mind. 
Which  this  self-ph  asing  scheme  we  see. 
Suits  to  the  greatest  nicety  ; 
And  Satan  who  is  far  too  wise, 
To  break  their  peace,  or  oj)e  their  eyes, 
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Leaves  them  in  their  dehisive  dream, 
Enjoying  this  their  darling  scheme. 
Tliey'll  talk  of  reprobates  you'll  learn. 
With  as  much  ease  and  unconcern, 
As  if  to  be  condemn'd  to  dwell, 
Amidst  the  dneful  pangs  of  hell 
Were  little  more  than  to  retire, 
Arid  sit  by  some  back-kitchen  fire.  ^ 
One  might  expect  from  the  parade, 
By  tongue-ahas'd  professors  made. 
They  ev'i-y  one  at  least  would  strive  ^ 

To  be  the  humblest  souls  alive  ; 
As  meek  as  th'  inoffensive  dove. 
And  full  of  gentleness  and  love  : 
But  where,  alas  !  where  shall  we  find 
A  Calvinist  of  such  a  mind .'' 

You  knov.'  that  this  is  strictly  true  ; 
No  Calvinist  you  ever  knew. 
Who  thought  himself  ordain'd  by  fate 
A  cursed,  hopeless  reprobate, 
"^rins  a  most  dreadful  blow  woidd  be 
To  their  high  thoughts  of  sov'reignty  ; 
!Nor  would  they  choose,  as  now,  to  prate 
Of  sov'reign  v»'rath  at  such  a  rate. 
They  think  .no  name  too  mean  or  vile. 
To  t»rnament  their  sliuid'rous  style  ; 
For  vile  Arminians  they  conclude 
No  base  expression  is  too  rude  ; 
They  call  poor  Wesley  craft t/  man,^ 
A  i^!i.itfer-hr(iiii\l  old  gentleman,  || 
A  libeller,  %  a  liar  rude, 
Of  most  gigantic  magnitude ;  |'||j 

t  See  Mr.  Sellon's  Vindication  of  tlie  Cimrch  of  Kiii'land 
from  t)!c  charge  of  al>.solutc  predestination,  p.  81.  §  See  Mr. 
K.  Hill's  Inipcsture  Detected,  p.  10.  |1  Ibid.  p.  35.  t  H^'iJ-  P- 
6.     IJil  Ibid.  p.  SO. 
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Blind  guide,  *  designing  zcolf  is  He, 

A  lump  of  inconsistencT/ ; 

An  impudent  audacious  liar ;  \\ 

An  idiot  rolling  in  the  mire  ';  J 

And  next  we  come  io preaching  laymen, 

Barbers,  cobkrs,  tinkers,  draymen,  f 

James.     Such  people  if  you  ever  knew  , 
To  them  you've  render'd  back  their  due  j 
Be  you  content  to  let  them  feel 
VVitiun  themselves  their  foolish  zeal. 

Rich.     If  any  feelings  they  possess, 
They  may  perhaps  I'eel  some  distress 
For  breach  of  love;  but  they  are  fed 
VN  ith  such  unwholesome  leaven'd  bread, 
As  makes  them  other  folks  discard 
As  quite  unwoi  thy  God's  regard. 
Tlieir  system  brings  this  \ile  detraction, 
By  its  self  choosing,  into  action. 
An  arrant  tyrant  they  have  view'd 
That  God  who  is  supremely  good  ; 
And  since  he's  shewn  an  inclination, 
They  think,  to  human  reprobation, 
His  method  they  will  not  neglect; 
They'll  act  like  him  in  this  respect, 
Xor  for  a  moment  hesitate 
Thousands  of  men  to  reprobate.  • 

Behold  how  bright  my  prospects  shine  ! 
How  gloomy,  dark,  and  dreadful  Mi//c  / 


•  Stc  Mr.  HUl's  Imposture  Detected,  p.  S.  it.  36.  ||  >»ee 
till'  Kevicw  ot'  Mr.  Wesley's  l.tst  Joiirnal,  in'  tliC  (iospel  Ma^m- 
ziiit'  ior  Mii.) ,  \i77.     :j  See  Mr.  Topludy's  letter  to  Mr.  Weslev, 

H 
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A  trembling  world  beneath  the  rod,* 

The  curse  of  a  devouring  God  ! 

Earth  but  a  slaughter-house  immense, 

The  shambles  of  Omnipotence  ! 

Millions  of  creatures  boin  to  yell 

And  gnash  their  teeth  and  roll  in  hell, 

To  suffer  pangs  and  tortures  there, 

ISlost inconceivably  severe  ; 

And,  dreadful  thought !  those  pangs  to  be 

Endur'd  to  all  eternity  ! 

And  can  your  scheme,  my  friend,  be  true  '. 

1  start  with  horror  at  the  view. 

it  bids  me  dread  this  mortal  strife, 

To  shudder  at  the  thought  of /j/'e.        .   - 

Poor  man,  a  spark,  by  wrath  divine 

From  non-existence  struck,  to  shine 
A  moment,  and  that  moment  too, 
Replete  with  sorrow ,  grief,  and  woe  ! 
^V  ho  would  be  born  to  such  distress. 

To  nought  but  grief  and  wretchedness  ; 
\'v  here  nought  substantial  we  can  find, 
But  pain  and  anguish  of  the  n)ind  ; 
\Vh(  re  joy  to  7nost,  if  joy  it  be, 
But  heightens  future  misery  J 
Can  yoU)  iji  your  imagination. 
Believe  the  absolute  danmation 
Of  such  great  number*  passed  by, 
And  then  v.  ith  cold  indili  'rence  cry, 
M'/ii/  should  zee  hsed  their  pain  and  shame  '^ 
No  cause  have  zee  to  vity  them  ; 
"  IjCt  all  hut  us  in  Tophct  dzcell, 
"  Ax:a'j  z::ith  reprobates  to  hell!"  ]' 


*  I  Jiavo  here  taken  freely  from  Dr.  Young's  Niakt  Thotights, 
OS  the  rnan  of  reading  wiil  easily  i'crceive,  T  Ste  a  Hvmu  by- 
Mr.  C.  We^lrv. 
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James.     My,  frieiid,  I  never  yet  could  see, 
How  God  could  make  a  dire  decree 
Producing  sin  and  wickedness, 
And  ni\iltiplymg  man's  distress. 
1  much  dislike  these  schemes  to  name 
Which  many  of  our  party  frame, 
That  they  may  help,  in  time  of  need. 
Our  good  but  yet  imperfect  creed ; 
Notdo  1  like  what  many  tell 
Of  Heathens  being  doom'd  to  hell. 
But  still  1  think,  we  always  ought, 
As  by  the  scriptures  we  are  taught, 
To  give  to  God,  on  each  occasion. 
The  glory  oi n\^\\  sjchole  sahatioii. 

Poor,  erring  man  by  reason  tries 
God's  deeds  and  words  to  methodize ; 
But  weakness  doth  itself  attach 
To  him  who  would  Omniscience  mat<;h. 
God  knows,  and  only  he,  what  best 
His  gracious  pow'r  will  manifest. 
I  think  his  glory  you  intend, 
While  thus  your  system  you  defend  ; 
Believe  the  same  of  me,  and  then, 
V\e  both  shall  act  as  Christian  men. 

Rich.     I'm  glad  you  have  such  candour  shewn, 
As  reprobation  to  disown ; 
Yet  you  and  I  cannot  agree 
Concerning  man's  free-agency ; 
Your  censures  would  as  errors  brand 
The  points  you  cannot  understand. 
Christ's  blessed  words  for  ever  will 
Say  to  man's  wisdom,  "  Peace,  be  still." 
He  did  not  say  the  .Jews  could  not, 
But  this,  "  1  would  and  ye  rco///<:/ not."  * 

•  Luke  13.  34. 
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And  now,  I  think,  I  fairly  can 
Ascribe  to  God,  upon  my  plan, 
Witliout  the  smallest  reservation, 
The  glory  of  my  zohole  salvation  ; 
I  only  do  on  God  depend 
As  iiie  Jirst  leading  cause  and  end ; 
My  trust  alone  on  Jesus  leans, 
As  the  Jirst  great  and  leading  means. 

Give  me  your  hand,  we're  one  in  heart, 
And  thus  like  Christians  let  us  part.    / 

Like  brethren  they  did  separate, 
And  often  have  they  met  of  late  ; 
.Nor  have  thev  said  a  wranohns  word  ; 
I\  or  hath  a  breath  of  })assion  stirr'd  ; 
-Each  by  his  own  choice  system  steers. 
Nor  with  his  neighbour's  interferes  ; 
A  mutual  kindness  they  display. 
And  cheerfully  hold  on  their  way. 
1  dokibt  not  but  at  last  they'll  meet 
With  saints  around  the  Savioiu-'s  feet. 
Perhaps  tiie  Lord  of  all  thinks  lit 
'J'hese  dift'rent  systems  to  permit, 
That  men  at  length  may  (>od's  love  prize, 
And  true  forbearance  exercise. 
Oh  !  quickly  may  that  time  an  ive 
When  men  in  Charity  shall  live, 
When  all  shall  know  Jeiiovah's  name, 
And  kindly  think  and  speak  \\\>4  same.    ,- 
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